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A EVE  R T I S E ME  N T. 


1 HE  following  Remarks  were  put  together  with  the  intention 
of  fub joining  them  to  a new  edition  of  the  Bills  of  Mortality . 
In  fubmitting  them  feparately  to  the  Public , the  Author  is  in- 
fluenced by  no  vanity , or  felf -conceit , no  forwardnefs  to  broach 
new  opinions , nor  any  wijh  to  Jupport  a favourite  fyflem.  Ij 
he  has  fated  any  thing  as  fall , he  has  at  leaf  endeavoured 
to  do  it  fairly  ; or  if  he  has  hazarded  any  concluflons , he  has 
at  the  fame  time  laid  open  the  fources  from  which  they  were 
drawn.  His  object  is  to  dire  It  the  attention  of  the  Ale  die  al 
world  to  a fubjeci  which  has  hitherto  been  very  much  neglelied ; 
and  which  appears  - to  him  capable  of  being  employed  to  valuable 
purpofes. 
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PREFACE. 

People  have  fallen  into  two  oppofite  errors  concerning  the 
Bills  of  Mortality.  Some  have  confide  red  their  authority  as 
too  vague  to  be  made  the  foundation  of  any  certain  conclu- 
fions  ; and  others  have  built  upon  this  foundation,  without 
fufficiently  confidering  it’s  real  defefts.  Both  parties  are 
equally  in  the  wrong. 

The  agreement  of  the  Bills  with  each  other,  does  alone 
carry  with  it  a ftrong  proof,  that  the  numbers  under  the 
feveral  articles  are  by  no  means  fet  down  at  random  ; but 
\ from  the  uniform  operation  of  fome  perma- 
nent caufe.  While  the  gradual  changes  they  exhibit  in  par- 
ticular difeafes,  correfpond  to  the  alterations  which  in  time 
are  known  to  take  place  in  the  channels  through  which  the 
great  ffcream  of  mortality  is  conftantly  flowing. 

That  there  are,  however,  many  and  very  great  imperfec- 
tions in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  cannot  be  doubted.  For,  flrfl:, 
the  bn  ths  include  only  thole  who  are  baptized  according  to 
the  rites  and  ufage  of  the  Church  of  England.  By  which 


means 
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means  all  Jews,  Quakers,  Papifls,  and  the  very  numerous 
body  of  Diffenters,  are  omitted.  And  though  home  among 
the  poorer  fort  both  of  Papifls,  and  DifTenters,  who  live  at  a 
diflance  from  their  refpedlive  burial-grounds,  and  cannot  bear 
the  expence  of  being  carried  thither,  are  buried  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  Effablifhed  Church,  and  confequently  have 
a place  in  the  regifler  ; yet  the  numbers  fo  accounted  for, 
muff  be  very  few  compared  with  the  deficiencies. 

Secondly  : Of  thofe  who  are  of  the  Church  of  England, 
a very  large  proportion  are  either  buried  in  the  country,  or 
in  burial  grounds  adjacent  to  London,  but  without  the  Bills. 
The  burials  alfo  in  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  in  Weflminfler 
Abbey,  the  Temple,  the  Rolls,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  St.  Peter’s  in 
the  Tower,  the  Charterhoufe,  the  feveral  Hofpitals  of  the 
metropolis,  and  other  places  which  are  not  parochial  ceme- 
teries, are  for  that  reafon  omitted.  Befides  which,  the  great 
parifhes  of  Marybone,  and  Pancras,  have  never  yet  had  a place 
in  the  Bills  of  Mortality.  In  the  former  of  thefe  alone,  the 
burials,  on  an  average  of  five  years,  from  1795  to  1799  in- 
clufive,  amounted  annually  to  1,550  (a). 

Thirdly  : Many  abortives  and  flill-born,  making  together 
above  700  in  the  year,  are  noticed  in  the  deaths,  but  not  in 
the  births. 

Fourthly, 

' (a)  Mr.  Pennant,  in  his  Account  of  London,  fays,  it  is  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Richardfon,  who  has  ferved  the  parifh  offices,  that  there  are  nearly  as  many 
buried  from  London,  at  different  burial  grounds,  without,  as  within  the  limits  of 
the  Bills  of  Mortality. 


( vii  ) 

Fourthly:  The  miftakes*and  mifreprefentations,  to  which 
the  particular  difeafes  are  liable,  are  too  obvious  to  be  infifted 
upon.  Yet  it  deferves  to  be  repeated,  that  even  in  thele 
fmaller  divihons  of  the  fubjedt,  the  correfpondence  of  one 
year,  and  of  one  week,  with  another,  is  fuch,  as  mud:  con- 
vince every  attentive  obferver,  that  a confiderable  degree  of 
credit  is  due  to  their  report. 
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ERRATUM: 

Page  9£.  Note  (p)  for  page  66s  read  page  31-. 
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TABLE  I. 

OF  the  ANNUAL  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS 
in  LONDON  for  each  Year  of  the  Eighteenth  Century 
Together  with  the  Proportion  out  of  every  Thouland,  who 
have  died  by  Bowel  Complaints,  Small  Pox,  Pally,  Me.aflesr> 
or  Childbirth. — From  the  Bills  of  Mortality;, 
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TABLE  I. 


Years  - - 

1701 

1702 

1705 

1704 

1705 

1706 

I7°7 

■ 

1708 

1709 

1710 

Average 

Christened 

55616 

15687 

15448 

15895 16145 

•5369 

16066 

15862 

15220 

14928 

15623 

Buried  - - 

2047 1 

1948 1 

20720 

22684 

22097 

19847 

21600 

2129 1 

21800 

2462c 

21461 

Flux  - -] 

Colic  - - > 

Gripes  - - j 

60.8 

67 

53 

56  ' 

52.6 

50.4 

45-9 

41. 1 

42.4 

32>9 

C0.2 

Small  Pox  - 
Apoplexy 

53-1 

15.9 

43-3 

66. 1 

49*7 

36 

49.9 

79.2 

46.6 

1 26.7 

56.6 

Pally  - - > 

Suddenly  - J 

8 

6.9 

7.6 

6.4 

7-i 

7.8 

7.2 

8 

7-4 

6.6 

7-3 

Meafles  - 
Childbed  - 7 
Mifcarriage  j 

0.2 

1.4 

2.4 

°*5 

14.5 

18 

i-7 

5-9 

4 

7-3 

5-5 

10.9 

1 1.4 

IO.5 

1 1.7 

*3 

1 1.9 

1 1 .9 

1 1*5 

9.8 

8.8 

1 1. 1 

Years  - 

- 

17  1 1 

I7I2 

1713 

i7>4 

1715 

* * 

1716 

I7I7 

17 18 

1719' 

1 

1 7 20  1 

Average 

Christened 

14706 

I 5660 

15927 

1 749  5 

*7234 

17421 

1S475 

18307 

US4I3 

17479: 

17  1 1 1 

Buried  - - 

19S33 

2II98 

21057 

26569 

22232 

24436 

23446 

26523 

28347 

25454 

23909 

Flux  - - ' 

Colic  - 

35.7 

32.5 

33-8 

30.2 

32*3 

33-9 

35-8 

3£« 

39-5 

38-3 

35-2 

Gripes  - 
Small  Pox  - 

i 

45-7 

92.5 

76.8 

106 

48 

99-4 

94.4 

71 

1 1 4. 1 

56.7 

8O.4 

Apoplexy  - ' 
Pally  - - 

9 

7*4 

9-3 

7-5 

8.4 

7-5 

10.2 

V-> 

8.5 

8.5 

9.9 

8.6 

Suddenly  - J 
Meafles  - 

4-8 

3-6 

2.9 

5-2 

i-3 

1 1 

T*5 

I8.5 

8.5 

8.3 

6.5 

Childbed  - } 
Mifcarriage  ] 

9.8 

9.8 

8.4 

1 1.6 

12.5 

9.4 

10.3 

9.9 

10.3 

10.2 

' 10.2 

I 


( 3 ) 


TABLE  I. — continued. 


Years  - - 

1721 

1722 

1723 

1724 

1725 

1726 

1727 

1728 

*729 

1730 

Average 

Christened 

! S37O 

^339 

1 92°3 

1937c 

18859 

1880S 

i3252 

16652 

17060 

17118 

18203 

Buried  - - 

26  142 

2 575° 

29 1 97 

25952 

25523 

29647 

28418 

27810 

29722 

26761 

27452 

Flux  - - 1 

Colic  - - i 

32.6 

3 2.2 

36-3 

34-i 

26.4 

25.4 

^4*3 

20.2 

J9-3 

1 8.5 

25.9 

Gripes  - -J 
Small  Pox  - 

9I*3 

■ 84-3 

T I 2 .8 

47.2 

125 

53 

837 

75-2 

95-9 

7 1.6 

: 84 

Apoplexy  - j 
Pally  - ' - S 

9.6 

8.6 

8.2 

9.6 

' 8-7 

8 

8 

7.2 

7*4 

10 

8-5 

Suddenly  - J 
Meafles  - - 

9*1 

4.4 

7-9 

4.5 

2* 7 

8.6 

2*5 

3 

« 

i*3 

1 1.6 

5.6 

Childbed  - 7 
Mifcarriage  j 

1 1*5 

I 1.4 

10 

9-5 

10.4 

8-3 

7-9 

7-7 

8.4 

10 

, 

9-5 

Years  - 

I73i 

1 732 

1733 

1734 

1735 

1736 

1737 

1738 

1739 

1740 

A rerage 

Christened 

17830 

17788 

1/465 

17630 

16873 

16491 

16760 

1606c 

1 6 1 8 1 

I523I1 

16830 

Buried  - - 
Flux  - - " 

25262 

*335  8 

29233 

•26062 

23338 

27581 

27823 

25825 

25432 

30S 1 11 

26492 

Colic  - - | 

Gripes  - - J 

> 

*5-7 

I5.9 

TOO 

1 • -w 

14.9 

14.7 

14-3 

13 

1 1.9 

11.7 

10.3 

13-4 

Small  Fox  - 
Apoplexy  - ' 

105.6 

51*3 

47.2 

103.4 

67.8 

109.6 

74*4 

6 I.  T 

66.5 

85.2 

77*1 

Pally  - - 

Suddenly  - _ 

1 1 

I I.4 

9.0 

8.4 

10 

9.1 

9-9 

8.9 

9 

8.8 

9-5‘ 

Meafles  - 
Childbed  - | 
Mifcarriage  j 

4.1 

i*3 

20.8 

°*7 

0.4 

6.1 

4-5 

8.3 

1 2.8 

1.4 

7*° 

10.3 

9 5 

10.3 

10.5 

^•3 

'7*4 

10. 1 

10 

1 0.3 

sJ 

7-5 

1 

9.4 

B 2 
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TABLE  I. — continued. 


Years  - - 

1741 

1742 

*743 

1744 

1745 

1746 

'747 

1748 

1749 

1750 

Average 

Christened 

14957 

*375* 

I5°S° 

14261 

1 

1407814577 

14942 

*4153 

14260 

M548 

14458 

Buried  - - 

32169 

25200 

20606 

21296 

2815- 

15494 

23869 

25516 

23727 

15351 

Flux  - - 1 

Colic  - - [ 

9.6 

5-7 

6.6 

4-7 

8.7 

6.4 

7.6 

7 

7-5 

7-4 

7.1 

Gripes  - - j 

9 

Small  Pox  - 

61.7 

52.1 

8 1. 1 

70.2 

'57-4 

1 1 5-5 

54-3 

74.6 

102.9 

5 1.8 

72 

Apoplexy  - ) 
Pally  - - [ 

3.6 

10.5 

1 1 

1 2.4 

12 

1 1.2 

9.6 

12.6 

12.7 

14 

1 1.4 

Suddenly  - j 
Meades  - - 

L3 

35-8 

0.7 

0.2 

0.6 

8.9 

2.1 

c/ 

0.4 

4.1 

*3-5 

6.8 

Childbed  - } 
Mifcarriage  5 

8oi 

7-5 

7-i 

9 

9*4 

6.8 

- — * — 

8.3 

8-5 

7-3 

9*7 

8.1 

Years  - 

1751 

1752 

'753 

T754 

i7  55 

l 

1756 

1757 

00 

i-- 

<— * 

1 7 5 9 

1760 

Average 

Christened 

14691 

15308 

15444 

'4947 

1 5209 

1483° 

14053 

14209 

14  253 

14951 

14789 

Buried  - - 

21028 

20485 

I9276 

22696 

21917 

20872 

21313 

1 7 5 7 

1 9604 

19830 

20460 

Flux  - - ' 

Colic  - - 

6.6 

6.6 

7*3 

6 

4-3 

4 

3*5 

3*5 

4-3 

2.7 

4.8 

Gripes  - 
Small  Pox  - 

47-5 

I73*4 

40.7 

104.3 

90.4 

77-3 

T54-7 

72.7 

i32-4 

io4-5 

IO2.7 

Apoplexy  - " 
Pally  - - 

• 

*3-5 

12.6 

15.6 

13.6 

12 

15 

12.2 

'4-7 

1 1*7 

14.4 

05 

Suddenly  - % 

Meades  - 

1 

5*4 

J3*3 

0.5 

19.2 

7*5 

,i.i 

39-7 

16.6 

8.8 

n.5 

Childbed  - ] 
Mifcarriage  j 

8.4 

7-9 

9*1 

9.6 

9*5 

8.6 

8.4 

10.6 

10.3 

; 

12 

9*4 

\ 
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TABLE  I. — continued . 


Years  - - 

1761 

17  62 

1763 

7764 

1765 

1766 

1767 

O'! 

CO 

1769 

1770 

Average 

Christened 

16000 

1 5351 

1 5 1 33 

1680 1 

'6374 

16257 

1598c 

16042 

16714 

17109 

16176 

Buried  - - 

2 1063 

26326 

26143 

23202 

23230 

239H 

22612 

23639 

21847 

22434 

23441 

Flux  - - 1 

Colic  - - > 

4 

7-9 

3-4 

3*4 

2.8 

2.8 

3-2 

4.1 

3 

3-5 

3-3 

Gripes  - - J 

Small  Pox  - 

72.6 

105.2 

137-7 

103.4 

108.6 

97.2 

96.8 

128.3 

89.4 

88.6 

102.7 

Apoplexy  - 1 
Pally  - - [ 

T5*7 

13.6 

1 1.4 

12.6 

1 1.4 

1 2.9 

14 

9-7 

12 

13 

12.6 

Suddenly  - J 
Meafles  - - 

19 

4.6 

23-4 

2.8 

23 

20 

3*5 

17*3 

4 

14-5 

1 1. 1 

Childed  - 7 
Mifcarriage  3 

14 

10.6 

9.9 

10.2 

10.8 

8.5 

7.8 

9 

8.6 

12.2 

1 1. 1 

Years  - 

- 

1771 

T772 

t 77  3 

1774 

!775 

1776 

I777 

1778 

1779 

178c 

Average 

Christened 

17072 

17916 

16805 

16998 

17629 

17280 

I83OO 

17300 

16769 

16634 

17170 

Buried  - - 

21780 

26053 

21656 

20884 

20514 

19048 

23334 

20399 

20420 

2°5!7 

21460 

Flux  - 
Colic  - 

2-5 

n *7 

/ 

2.7 

3-8 

4 

2.9 

2.1 

2.9 

4.2 

4‘5 

3-2 

Gripes  - 
Small  Pox  - 

l 

76.5 

l53-5 

48.1 

1 19. 1 

I3°*2 

90.9 

I IO.  I 

70.2 

122.2 

42.5 

96-3 

Apoplexy  - " 
Pally  - - | 

13-4 

12.4 

i3-i 

*3-5 

13.6 

16.8 

I4.I 

14.8 

12.6 

16.8 

14.  I 

Suddenly  - J 
Meades  - 

5-3 

8.1 

9.2 

5.8 

13.8 

8 

6.2 

I 9.I 

4.8 

13.2 

9>3 

Childbed  - ’ 
Mifcarriage  ' 

» 

8.2 

7*5 

9 

9>9 

9*3 

10.2 

9.6 

8.6 

IO.4 

9-3 

9.2 

TABLE  I. — continued. 


Years  - 

- 

1781 

1782 

1783 

1784 

1785 

1786 

1787 

1788 

1789 

1790 

Average 

Christened 

17026 

17 IOI 

17091 

17179 

I79I9 

18119 

17508 

1 95  5 9 

18163 

1898c 

17862 

Buried  - - 

20709 

17  9 1 8 

19029 

17828 

189I9 

20454 

•9349 

19697 

20749 

18038 

19269 

Flux  - - } 

Colic  - - > 

4-5 

2.4 

3*4 

1 

1.6 

ImS 

°*7 

i-5 

i-3 

0.6 

1.8 

Gripes  - - J 

\ 

Small  Pox  - 

169.5 

35-5 

8 1.6 

97-7 

I05-3 

60.5 

1 26 

55-8 

IOI. I 

89.8 

I 92.2 

Apoplexy  - ' 

16.5 

Pally  - 
Suddenly  - . 

» 

13*4 

19.5 

15.4 

15.2 
* 1.6 

15 

12.8 

I 4.  8 

J4>4 

*5-5 

15.2 

Mealies  - - 

9-7 

9*4 

9-7 

1 

39-5 

4.6 

2.8 

26 

6.6 

1 r 

Childbed  -7 
Mi  (carriage  j 

TO. I 

7*7 

7.6 

7.6 

8.8 

10 

XI*3 

10 

8.5 

8-3 

9 

Years  - 

- 

1791 

1792 

1 7 93 

*794 

1 795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1 79  9 

1800 ; 

Average 

O 

Christened 

1 8496 

19348 

19108 

13689 

18361 

p— 1 

CO 

CO 

CA 

18645 

17927 

0 

o\ 

CO 

19176' 

18754 

Buried  - - 

r 8760 

20213 

21749 

1 9241 

21179 

19288 

17014 

■8155 

18134 

23068 

19680 

Flux  - - ' 

Colic  - - 

> 

0.8 

0.5 

1. 1 

0.9 

0.9 

I. I 

0.9 

1.4 

O.7 

I 

0.9 

Gripes  - - . 

Small  Pox  - 

94-5 

78.4 

I09-7 

100.7 

49-5 

>— 1 
OO 
Co 

vb 

3°- 7 

128.7 

61.3 

104.7 

94.2 

Apoplexy  - " 
Tally  - - 

x5 

*5 

16.2 

14,7 

14.2 

15.4 

I 8.4 

17.1 

I9.5 

16.^ 

'-'l 

16.2 

Suddenly 
Mealies  - - 

6.6 

22.5 

1 1.4 

9 

15.6 

*5-9 

x3 

10.8 

12-3 

17.2 

x3-4 

Childbed  - * 
Mifcarriage  ' 

1 

8.5 

10 

8.7 

9-5 

7 

10.5 

12.2 

8 

7-4 

7-3 

1 

8.9 
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TABLE  II. 

OF  Ten  different  Articles  extracted  from  the  London  Weekly 

V. 

* . ~ \ • \ % 

Bills  of  Mortality,  fhewing  their  Variations  every  Week 
for  Ten  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

.Mortality. 

i 76  j. 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

years. 

Above 

fixty 

years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mifcar- 

riage. 

Confump- 

tions. 

Fever. 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Gripes, 

Loofenefs. 

Meafles. 

Small  Pox. 

4 Jan.  - 

- 

641 

T97 

93 

I I 

2 

1 T3 

73 

9 

O 

106 

1 1 Jan.  - 

- 

565 

162 

84 

6 

3 

104 

55 

5 

O 

I08 

.18  Jan.  - 

- 

583 

I46 

86 

1 1 

8 

1 18 

61 

1 

O 

IO7 

•25  Jan.  - 

- 

621 

14  9 

io5 

5 

13 

103 

62 

3 

2 

1 *3 

3 Feb.  - 

- 

6S7 

2l6 

128 

14 

10 

129 

59 

2 

3 

1 25 

8 Feb.  - 

- 

6 1 2 

T52 

120 

5 

8 

106 

76 

4 

1 

84 

1 5 Feb.  - 

- 

520 

146 

86 

4 

6 

93 

43 

2 

3 

96 

22  Feb.  - 

- 

551 

.58 

86 

6 

5 

108 

69 

3 

1 

79 

1 Mar.  - 

- 

469 

126 

6j 

6 

5 

108 

54 

1 

2 

67 

8 Mar.  - 

- 

5i3 

i53 

86 

3 

7 

103 

64 

0 

0 

6S 

35  Mar.  - 

- 

404 

98 

7 6 

3 

0 

93 

29 

1 

2 

5 1 

22  Mar.  - 

- 

55  2 

157 

87 

3 

3 

114 

75 

2 

1 

73 

29  Mar.  - 

- 

443 

T35 

59 

4 

3 

ic6 

53 

3 

2 

5 2 

5 Apr.  - 

- 

448 

I31 

79 

6 

6 

85 

62 

1 

2 

57 

12  Apr.  - 

L 

- 

484 

147 

78 

5 

4 

108 

63 

0 

3 

57 

1 9 Apr.  - 

- 

477 

141 

68 

6 

7 

8S 

49 

0 

8 

61 

26  Apr.  - 

- 

5 °5 

140 

76 

5 

6 

io5 

33 

0 

7 

54 

3 May  - 

- 

46 1 

J35 

70 

3 

9 

101 

36 

0 

7 

61 

10  May  - 

- 

567 

JS9 

9 

1 2 

105 

68 

0 

12 

77 

17  May  - 

- 

484 

i55. 

60 

6 

3 

81 

70 

0 

*5 

5 2 

24  May  - 

- 

452 

152 

70 

5 

2 

88 

54 

2 

14 

49 

3 1 May  - 

- 

537 

179 

72 

7 

10 

118 

43 

1 

1 5 

67 

7 June  - 

- 

524 

174 

70 

7 

7 

87 

69 

1 

23 

64 

14  June  - 

- 

537 

167 

75 

6 

2 

90 

64 

0 

3i 

62 

21  June  - 

- 

4 66 

142 

53 

6 

3 

33 

72 

0 

36 

57 

28  June  - 

552 

*59 

74 

2 

4 • 

104 

7i 

1 

34 

1 

83 

TABLE  II. — continued . 


Weekly  Bills 

of 

Mortality. 

i?63- 

Whole 

'lumber 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 
fixty 
Y ears. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mifcar- 
ri  age. 

Confump- 

tion. 

0 

Fever. 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Gripes, 

Loofenels. 

Meafles. 

Small  Pox. 

5 July  - - 

533 

l6  I 

60 

5 

i r 

96 

82 

O 

34 

69 

12  July  - - 

50 

163 

64 

1 1 

7 

76 

60 

I 

36 

80 

19  July  - - 

506 

l7S 

56 

4 

2 

90 

66 

3 

5 1 

78 

2 6 July  - - 

486 

1 92 

46 

’3 

5 

78 

62 

3 

20 

87 

2 Aug.  - - 

4 36 

1 57 

43 

6 

2 

62 

55 

1 

33 

86 

9 Aug.  - - 

460 

192 

47 

5 

2 

65 

62 

3 

26 

69 

16  Aug.  - - 

462 

1 60 

46 

6 

7 

74 

63 

3 

27 

73 

23  Aug.  - - 

Or* 

cc 

146 

72 

1 

4 

i°5 

75 

1 

15 

66 

30  Aug.  - - 

418 

163 

24 

3" 

0 

Jim 

65 

57 

2 

21 

47 

6 Sept.  - - 

478 

174 

69 

5 

I 

74 

67 

2 

16 

59 

13  Sept.  - - 

477 

162  1 

49 

2 

4 

80 

73 

2 

18 

46 

20  Sept.  - - 

5l6 

185 

60 

6 

4 

90 

73 

6 

14 

5 1 

27  Sept.  - - 

565 

212 

55 

3 

6 

i°5 

84 

2 

20 

69 

4 Oft.  - - 

485 

i74 

68 

6 

4 

83 

64 

5 

*3 

5° 

11  061.  - - 

404 

138 

55 

3 

0 

77 

55 

1 

7 

46 

18  oa.  - - 

473 

i53 

69 

6 

2 

97 

77 

4 

4 

47 

25  oa.  - - 

498 

168 

\ 

80 

*5 

2 

81 

75 

1 

5 

65 

1 Nov.  - - 

384 

122 

55 

0 

O 

6 

79 

55 

2 

4 

45 

8 Nqv.  - - 

478 

136 

67 

9 

4 

92 

75 

2 

4 

56 

15  Nov.  - - 

362 

I I 2 

49 

3 

6 

72 

67 

2 ' 

7 

4* 

22  Nov.  - - 

498 

167 

70 

8 

4 

9* 

77 

1 

6 

62 

29  Nov.  - - 

172 

78 

8 

4 

91 

77 

1 

6 

57 

6 Dec.  - - 

564 

169 

87 

3 

2 

1 26 

90 

2 

5 

54 

13  Dec.  - - 

480 

I 63 

58 

9 

4 

no 

8s 

1 

1 

38 

20  Dec.  ~ - 

00 

l6o 

66 

6 

2 

93 

83 

0 

3 

53 

27  Dec.  - - 

380 

1 25 

4i 

2 

5 

, 

77 

59 

1 

4 

37 

( IO  ) 


T ABLE  IT. — continued. 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

I.764. 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

lixty 

Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mifcar- 

riage. 

Confuta- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Gripes, 

Loofenefs. 

Mealies. 

Small  Pox. 

3 Jan. 

- - 

5S5 

207 

76 

8 

7 

I l6 

84 

4 

4 

44 

10  Jan. 

- - 

462 

T53 

7 1 

6 

8 

89 

63 

2 

3 

44 

17  Jan. 

- - 

499 

176 

69 

7 

4 

97 

78 

2 

0 

37 

24  Jan. 

- - 

505 

160 

90 

7 

7 

Ic5 

81 

2 

n 

M 

4i 

31  Jan. 

— 

466 

142 

62 

4 

7 

95 

86 

2 

I 

26 

7 Feb. 

- - 

149 

68 

4 

4 

1 10 

63 

1 

2 

3i 

14  Feb. 

- - 

504 

162 

84 

5 

8 

103 

79 

3 

4 

28 

21  Feb. 

- - 

491 

*59 

86 

5 

6 

99 

82 

2 

0 

33 

28  Feb. 

- - 

447 

130 

70 

10 

6 

86 

70 

3 

n 

27 

6 Mar. 

- - 

4 66 

ij1 

84 

6 

3 

102 

74 

1 

2 

37 

13  Mar. 

- - 

5i9 

!58 

99 

3 

2 

94 

80 

1 

1 

41 

20  Mar. 

- - 

481 

137 

90 

5 

4 

91 

88 

0 

j 

1 

27 

27  Mar. 

- - 

463 

14  7 

83 

6 

4 

99 

72 

n 

1 

29 

3 Apr- 

- - 

455 

1 31 

82 

4 

4 

103 

84 

0 

2 

2 4 

10  Apr. 

- - 

402 

109 

59 

6 

1 

93 

76 

0 

2 

22 

17  Apr. 

- - 

433 

143 

57 

9 

10 

100 

63 

0 

1 

29 

24  Apr. 

- - 

405 

1 29 

60 

3 

2 

89 

62 

1 

0 

33 

1 May 

- - 

405 

J3 1 

57 

1 1 

4 

7 6 

62 

3 

0 

37 

8 May 

- - 

435 

130 

61 

7 

4 

92 

56 

0 

0 

47 

15  May 

- - 

420 

1 29 

67 

7 

5 . 

87 

69 

0 

4 

30 

22  May 

- - 

381 

126 

51 

3 

1 

76 

52 

1 

0 

32 

29  May 

- - 

409 

120 

51 

3 

n 

80 

69 

5 

2 

39 

5 J,jne 

- - 

42  I 

138 

47 

1 

5 

93 

58 

3 

1 

39 

12  June 

- - 

415 

132 

7J 

6 

5 

83 

72 

1 

2 

44 

19  June 

- - 

407 

*35 

49 

6 

6 

79 

62 

5 

1 

55 

26  June 

— — 

39s 

1 26 

52 

4 

3 

- 60 

70 

0 

1 

44 

V 


( 11  ) 


TABLE  II. — continued . 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

1764. 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mifcar- 

riage. 

Con  lump  - 
tion. 

Fever. 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Gripes, 

Loofenefs. 

Mealies. 

Small  Pox. 

3 Jub  - - 

402 

119 

5 1 

2 

2 

76 

70 

n 

X 

2 

55 

10  July  - - 

409 

124 

45 

3 

7 

82 

60 

2 

2 

63 

17  July  - - 

367 

135 

5° 

6 

3 

68 

6 1 

0 

O 

42 

24  July  - - 

404 

172 

40 

.*  5 

6 

77 

68 

2 

O 

54 

31  July  - - 

328 

I 36 

S2 

6 

8 

63 

57 

2 

I 

56 

7 Aug.  - - 

395 

153 

41 

7 

3 

68 

60 

3 

O 

48 

14  Aug.  - - 

33s 

122 

49 

1 

2 

45 

69 

1 

2 

42 

21  Aug.  - - 

388 

I51 

48 

7 

3 

55 

73 

1 

O 

44 

23  Aug.  - - 

475 

I 80 

40 

4 

3 

7? 

95 

0 

O 

62 

4 Sept.  - - • 

457 

189 

49 

7 

5 

6i 

86 

2 

O 

56 

1 1 Sept.  - - 

484 

I9O 

65 

4 

5 

76 

82 

2 

I 

52 

18  Sept.  - - 

486 

215 

56 

7 

1 

86 

80 

3 

2 

63 

c. 5 Sept.  — 

468 

I9I 

59 

2 

5 

80 

86 

4 

I 

36 

2 Oft.  - - 

477 

171 

67 

5 

4 

*5 

88 

2 

O 

52 

9oa.  - - 

39° 

154 

53 

1 

1 

63 

63 

O 

O 

5° 

1 6 06t.  — 

466 

163 

5° 

0 

** 

6 

83 

81 

3 

2 

57 

2 3 ~ ~ 

451 

J56 

5i 

6 

2 

S7 

89 

1 

0 

64 

30  061.  — 

440 

*35 

57 

9 

4 

89 

63 

2 

2 

69 

6 Nov.  - - 

405 

127 

5° 

6 

5 

84 

66 

1 

2 

58 

13  Nov.  - - 

538 

i53 

80 

14 

10 

88 

106 

0 

I 

88 

20  Nov.  - - 

394 

134 

43 

6 

8 

73 

80 

1 

O 

46 

27  Nov.  - - 

523 

i45 

74 

8 

7 

106 

98 

0 

I 

66 

4 Dec.  - - 

5°3 

136 

77 

8 

1 

95 

93 

1 

O 

69 

11  Dec.  — 

53i 

147 

7(3 

\ 

9 

5 

95 

92 

0 

O 

S3 

18  Dec.  - - 

474 

i47 

82 

8 

2 

73 

93 

1 

5 

59 

25  Dec.  - - 

374 

91 

56 

4 

2 

71 

62 

0 

0 

48 

C i 
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TABLE  II.  — continued. 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

i 7 6 5- 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Apoplexy. 

Pally, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Milcar- 

riage. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Colic, 

Fiux, 

. Gripes, 
Loofenefs. 

Meades. 

Small  Pox. 

I Jan.  - - 

150 

74 

IO 

7 

91 

92 

3 

O 

72 

8 Jan.  - - 

5i7 

1 5 1 

89 

8 

3 

109 

8j 

0 

O 

60 

15  Jan.  - - 

435 

1 57 

72 

5 

5 

96 

76 

2 

3 

48 

12  Jan.  - - 

4S2 

142 

73 

6 

1 

91 

89 

0 

0 

70 

29  Jan.  - - 

423 

1 13 

65 

3 

1 

75 

71 

1 

0 

55 

5 Ftb.  - - 

435 

H7 

7i 

3 

3 

85 

63 

0 

1 

5° 

12  Feb.  - - 

527 

*59 

93 

' 5 

6 

100 

92 

0 

2 

43 

!9  Feb.  - - 

S32 

174 

91 

8 

6 

84 

98 

1 

0 

51 

26  Feb.  - - 

655 

r 96 

10  3 

7 

9 

1 14 

106 

i 

5 

58 

5 Mir.  - - 

53* 

178 

96 

8 

3 

1 20 

94 

1 

0 

48 

1 2 Mar.  - - 

496 

202 

78 

5 

5 

1 18 

81 

0 

0 

44 

19  Mar.  - - 

558 

157 

96 

2 

8 

100 

88 

0 

1 

59 

26  Mar.  - - 

534 

i5s 

86 

12 

7 

107 

96 

1 

0 

39 

•2  Apr.  - - 

43  2 

1 1 2 

78 

7 

9 

81 

62 

0 

1 

42 

9 Apr.  - - 

373 

126 

5i 

3 

7 

67 

53 

1 

* 1 

27 

16  Apr.  - - 

44° 

89 

65 

5 

1 

92 

83 

2 

0 

29 

•23  Apr.  - - 

409 

1 29 

64 

3 

6 

82 

76 

0 

1 

JJ 

3°  Apr.  - - 

421 

132 

75 

8 

5 

69 

83 

0 

0 

34 

7 May  - - 

3«9 

127 

55 

0 

3 

85 

7i 

1 

1 

18 

14  May  - - 

3 22 

1 1 8 

35 

3 

5 

56 

55 

1 

0 

24 

21  May  - - 

409 

157 

62 

3 

4 

74 

61 

0 

2 

31 

28  May  - - 

398 

1 1 8 

57 

3 

3 

80 

8 2 

0 

1 

25 

4 June  - - 

322 

107 

46 

1 

3 

69 

56 

1 

1 

26 

1 1 June  - - 

41  2 

139 

59 

1 1 

3 

86 

70 

0 

1 

24 

18  June  - - 

357 

130 

5 1 

4 

5 

63 

59 

0 

0 

39 

25  June  - 

4i7 

141 

68 

4 

5 

' 85 

72 

1 

0 

38 

k 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

i 7 6 5- 

2 J uly  - - 

9 July  - - 

16  July  - - 

2 3 July  - - 

3°  Ju'y  - - 

6 Aug.  - - 
13  Aug.  - - 
20  Aug.  - - 
27  Aug.  - - 

3 Sept.  - - 

10  Sept.  - - 

17  Sept.  - - 

24  Sept.  - - 
1 061.  - - 

soa.*-  - 

15  Oft.  - - 
22  061.  - - 
29  Oct.  - - 
5 Nov.  - - 
12  Nov.  - - 
1 9 Nov.  - - 
26  Nov.  - - 
3 Dec.  - - 
10  Dec.  - - 
17  Dec.  - - 
24  Dec.  - - 
31  Dec.  - - 


( '3  ) 


TABLE  II .— continued . 


Whole 

Under 

Above 

Apoplexy, 

Childbed 

Contump- 

tion. 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Number 

two 

fixty 

Pally, 

and 

Mifcar  - 

Fever. 

Gripe*, 

Meades. 

SmallPox. 

buried. 

Years. 

Years. 

Suddenly. 

Loofcnefs. 

riage. 

322 

12  5 

48 

5 

6 1 

52 

48 

O 

2 

4O 

39° 

125 

5° 

7 

5 

88 

62 

I 

O 

31 

3*5 

126 

38 

3 

2 

62 

48 

I 

2 

35 

377 

134 

56 

5 

5 

67 

56 

2 

O 

44 

352 

144 

32 

4 

6 

57 

62 

I 

3 

47 

357 

139 

43 

4 

1 

54 

67 

I 

3 

43 

364 

x54 

54 

5 

8 

44 

80 

5 

1 

5° 

331 

162 

43 

7 

1 

42 

75 

2 

1 

5 1 

4S7 

198 

68 

7 

10 

65 

87 

3 

1 

67 

45' 1 

09 

5° 

3 

10 

63 

72 

1 

0 

70 

479 

232 

45 

8 

6 

68 

' 53 

4 

0 

68 

478 

215 

60 

3 

2 

84 

66 

2 

0 

52 

464 

232 

52 

5 

4 

69 

63 

3 

2 

47 

49s 

216 

57 

7 

9 

82 

80 

4 

2 

47 

5°7 

230 

53 

2 

5 

75 

64 

5 

1 

70 

48O 

202 

43 

1 

6 

86 

73 

4 

1 

72 

469 

184 

6 1 

2 

3 

76 

78 

2 

2 

56 

428 

139 

55 

4 

4 

96 

74 

0 

0 

6S 

45° 

152 

69 

10 

3 

74 

72 

0 

2 

46 

478 

*57 

7? 

5 

3 

81 

86 

2 

1 

47 

148 

90 

9 

6 

9l 

82 

1 

1 

66 

On 

O 

O 

188 

69 

6 

2 

88 

80 

2 

0 

59 

5*3 

04 

7i 

9 

9 

103 

70 

0 

0 

57 

564 

171 

8b 

5 

7 

106 

8S 

0 

3 

73 

5l6 

i54 

75 

7 

2 

102 

74 

0 

1 

68 

On 

0 

0 

148 

87 

- 12 

3 

101 

77 

1 

1 

54 

577 

169 

i*5 

9 

1 1 

1 12 

77 

2 

- 2 

5° 

( H ) 

TABLE  II. — continued . 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

17  6 6. 

Whole 
N umber 
buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Pally, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mifcar- 

liage. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Gripes, 

Loolenel's. 

Mealies. 

Small  Pox. 

7 J:in>  - 

- 

546 

l86 

Ill 

8 

7 

IO9 

79 

I 

3 

64 

14  Jan.  - 

- 

520 

184 

79 

7 

5 

102 

72 

2 

1 

50 

21  Jan.  - 

- 

560 

158 

97 

1 2 

5 

I05 

75 

I 

0 

60 

28  Jan.  - 

- 

598 

l66 

127 

7 

4 

1 1 8 

79 

, 2 

1 

67 

4 Feb.  - 

- 

53° 

I 36 

103 

9 

O 

102 

90 

O 

1 

58 

1 1 Feb.  - 

- 

560 

188 

88 

10 

7 

1 10 

78 

I 

1 

5^ 

18  Feb.  - 

£ 2 2 

I7s 

93 

9 

7 

103 

65 

I 

3 

5* 

25  Feb.  - 

- 

5*4 

I5I 

93 

7 

1 

83 

93 

I 

4 

56 

4 Mar.  - 

- 

47 1 

1 56 

75 

5 

3 

101 

61 

I 

8 

45 

1 1 Mar.  - 

- 

473 

139 

81 

3 

3 

1 12 

68 

I 

7 

49 

18  Mar.  - 

- 

495 

1 67 

80 

6 

4 

95 

80 

1 

5 

54 

25  Mar.  - 

- 

5 10 

*59 

66 

3 

5 

103 

82 

O 

1 1 

62 

i Apr.  - 

- 

485 

148 

7i 

5 

8 

94 

63 

O 

12 

54 

8 Apr.  - 

- 

589 

176 

i°3 

6 

( , 

9 

126 

84 

O 

1 1 

67 

1 5 Apr.  - 

- 

49 1 

187 

57 

6 

4 

90 

85 

I 

13 

59 

22  Apr.  - 

- 

480 

t58 

74 

8 

4 

88 

60 

2 

14 

69 

29  Apr.  - 

- 

43i 

149 

66 

8 

1 

77 

63 

I 

9 

56 

6 May  . - 

- 

439 

1*27 

68 

4 

3 

95 

73 

O 

4 

51 

13  May  - 

- 

401 

135 

55 

2 

1 

75 

74 

I 

15 

44 

20  May  - 

- 

528 

180 

78 

7 

5 

106 

95 

4 

16 

5i 

27  May  - 

- 

428 

136 

62 

6 

6 

83 

69 

0 

16 

38 

3 June  - 

- 

453 

«J8 

69 

5 

2 

83 

64 

1 

24 

53 

10  June  - 

- 

449 

142 

59 

3 

5 

83 

79 

0 

25 

56 

17  June  - 

- 

393 

x55 

40 

1 

5 

78 

47 

0 

24 

39 

24  June  - 

- 

36  3 

1 36 

47 

3 

6 

69 

49 

2 

15 

45 

1 July  - 

- 

433 

136 

63 

J3 

7 

84 

64 

0 

13 

53 

( G ) 


TABLE  II. — continued. 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

17  6 6. 

Whole 

Slumber 

buried. 

Under 
two 
Y ears . 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mi  {car- 
riage. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Gripes, 

^oefenefs. 

Meaf.es. 

Small  Pox. 

8 July  - - 

39l 

— 

149 

52 

7 

2 

6S 

64 

O 

24 

25 

15  July  - - 

374 

I 2 I 

51 

5 

0 

67 

6l 

O 

29 

33 

22  July  - - 

381 

126 

62 

6 

3 

76 

52 

I 

14 

37 

29  July  - - 

340 

124 

38 

8 

1 

69 

39 

I 

13 

38 

5 Aug.  - - 

404 

179 

44 

6 

4 

72 

56 

O 

l8 

12  Aug.  - - 

385 

139 

49 

4 

6 

76 

54 

3 

*5 

34 

1 9 Aug.  - - 

3*5 

1 1 1 

44 

4 

2 

70 

40 

1 

1 1 

27 

2 5 Aug.  - - 

337 

132 

47 

3 

4 

62 

59 

0 

5 

23  1 

. 2 Sept.  - - 

35i 

»38 

45 

5 

1 

63 

67 

1 

8 

36 

9 Sept.  - - 

363 

I5° 

38 

6 

5 

64 

61 

1 

9 

28 

36  Sept.  - - 

444 

165 

59 

9 

2 

75 

78 

2 

7 

26 

23  Sept.  - - 

393 

148 

52 

6 

4 

77 

54 

3 

1 1 

34 

30  Sept.  - - 

365 

140 

41 

4 

0 

68 

72 

3 

3 

*9 

7 oft.  - - 

486 

217 

71 

2 

9 

98 

6S 

1 

2 

43 

14  Oft.  - - 

462 

166 

66 

4 

6 

100 

78 

2 

6 

24 

21  Oft.  - - 

436 

172 

55 

2 

6 

94 

63 

5 

6 

22 

28  Oft.  - - 

374 

144 

51 

5 

1 

79 

60 

2 

7 

27 

4 Nov.  - - 

403 

142 

64 

7 

4 

78 

69 

1 

1 

24 

1 1 Nov.  - - 

399 

158 

66 

6 

4 

75 

68 

1 

9 ‘ 

26 

1 8 Nov.  - - 

483 

*35 

2 

2 

90 

91 

3 

4 

48 

25  Nov.  - - 

459 

148 

63 

3 

4 

92 

84 

1 

4 

36 

2 Dec.  - - 

416 

*3* 

64 

6 

1 1 

8S 

75 

4 

4 

27 

9 Dec.  - - 

427 

i34 

69 

7 

A 

0 

94 

76 

0 

6 

3i 

16  Dec.  - - 

454 

1 24 

66 

1 

5 

I07 

1 

6 

35 

2?  Dec.  - - 

386 

1 20 

55 

5 

8 

88 

S8 

1 

3 

35 

30  Dec.  - - 

445 

1 14 

76 

4 

2 

106 

72 

1 

5 

32 

( i6  ) 

TABLE  II . — continued. 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

1767. 

Whole 

tfumber 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mifcar- 

riage. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Gripes, 

-.oolenefs. 

Mealies. 

Small  Pox. 

6 Jan.  - - 

391 

11 3 

69 

6 

7 

93 

5 1 

O 

4 

43 

1 3 Jan-  - - 

5 32 

144 

9 2 

1 1 

5 

120 

87 

O 

10 

33 

20  Jan.  - - 

5*9 

1 29 

100 

16 

6 

1 26 

63 

2 

1 

42 

27  Jan.  - - 

5°3 

136 

94 

1 2 

4 

107 

81 

1 

1 

33 

3 Feb.  - - 

468 

1 27 

84 

8 

2 

107 

76 

2 

0 

31 

10  Feb.  - - 

446 

108 

72 

6 . 

3 

96 

79 

O 

2 

25 

17  Feb.  - - 

439 

137 

80 

5 

3 

101 

80 

I 

0 

18 

24  Feb.  - - 

4i3 

1 1 1 

67 

7 

3 

102 

6 1 

O 

0 

24 

3 Mar.  - - 

404 

i34 

69 

7 

4 

96 

59 

1 

1 

22 

10  Mar.  - - 

416 

144 

67 

9 

3 

86 

62 

O 

0 

2 1 

17  Mar.  * - 

457 

140 

73 

9 

5 

90 

86 

O 

0 

20 

24  Mar.  - - 

439 

148 

64 

10 

5 

I05 

65 

O 

0 

27 

31  Mar.  - - 

43  2 

162 

7t 

5 

3 

86 

59 

I 

1 

24 

7 Apr.  - - 

472 

ni 

70 

2 

8 

88 

79 

I 

1 

25 

14  Apr.  - - 

392 

126 

53 

7 

3 

75 

72 

r% 

A 

3 

16 

21  Apr.  - - 

419 

137 

60 

3 

4 

90 

70 

1 

1 

35 

28  Apr.  - - 

5i9 

205 

58 

10 

6 

109 

73 

5 

2 

28 

5 May  - - 

462 

167 

79 

8 

2 

90 

69 

1 

1 

* 

29 

12  May  - - 

441 

158 

65 

4 

1 

78 

6 1 

0 

3 

49 

19  May  - - 

448 

1 53 

70 

6 

3 

<,6 

69 

1 

3 

39 

26  May  - - 

422 

142 

75 

2 

3 

87 

75 

0 

2 

36 

2 June  - - 

3«s 

139 

56 

7 

2 

80 

62 

0 

0 

• / 

39 

9 June  - - 

408 

142 

66 

3 

5 

84 

6 1 

0 

3 

41 

16  June  - - 

423 

146 

57 

3 

4 

68 

72 

0 

2 

33 

23  June  --- 

-431 

146 

56 

6 

1 

87 

57 

1 

1 

48 

30  June  - - 

457 

149 

78 

7 

4 ' 

8j 

7° 

2 _ 

2 

5 E 

( i7  ) 


TABLE  II. — continued. 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

1767. 

Whole 

Slumber 

buried. 

Uiider 

two 

years. 

Above 

iixiy 

years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mifcsr- 

riage. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Colic, 
Flux, 
Gi  ipes, 
Lcolenefs. 

Meafles. 

Smtill  Pox. 

7 July  - - 

476 

I 29 

8l 

5 

4 

86 

95 

I 

I 

49 

14  July  - - 

358 

128 

37 

4 

3 

6 1 

7 1 

3 

O 

29 

*— < 
^<r 

1 

1 

39s 

X3X 

54 

8 

3 

81 

7 1 

1 

O 

46 

28  July  - - 

399 

120 

73 

3 

5 

57 

83 

1 

I 

42 

4 Aug-  - ■ 

339 

102 

40 

7 

3 

64 

53 

4 

I 

47 

1 1 Aug.  - - 

407 

136 

59 

8 

4 

77 

7X 

1 

I 

5* 

18  Aug.  - - 

35° 

108 

43 

3 

2 

59 

70 

1 

I 

58 

25  Aug.  - - 

37i 

l6o 

5 1 

2 

0 

52 

68 

3 

O 

44 

i Sept.  - - 

352 

I4O 

43 

5 

0 

60 

40 

3 

I 

43 

8 Sept.  - - 

384 

138 

37 

6 

4 

60 

67 

4 

O 

54 

15  Sept.  - - 

338 

I44 

36 

4 

2 

48 

56 

2 

I 

47 

22  Sept.  - - 

358 

H5 

56 

5 

2 

57 

52 

I 

O 

55 

29  Sept.  - - 

388 

165 

42 

3 

I 

62 

70 

4 

I 

42 

6 Oct.  - - 

444 

184 

43 

4 

I 

99 

62 

9 

O 

54 

13  061.  - - 

469 

177 

57 

4 

3 

75 

78 

2 

4 

44 

20  0<5t.  - - 

437 

1 96 

57 

1 0 

2 

69 

64 

6 

2 

54 

27  0£t.  - - 

396 

x34 

49 

3 

4 

61 

73 

0 

1 

64 

3 Nov.  - - 

564 

229 

69 

2 

4 

96 

91 

1 

5 

64 

10  Nov.  - - 

450 

176 

55 

7 

1 

72 

78 

0 

0 

59 

17  Nov.  - - 

446 

*57 

52 

6 

2 

77 

83 

1 

0 

67 

24  Nov.  - - 

487 

x73 

54 

2 

2 

80 

84 

0 

2 

61 

1 Dec.  - - 

544 

17  6 

82 

6 

7 

1 10 

1 10 

3 

3 

57 

8 Dec.  - - 

475 

160 

67 

J3 

5 

93 

91 

0 

1 

48 

15  Dec.  - - 

613 

206 

80 

6 

4 

101 

113 

1 

n 

a 

109 

22  Dec.  - - 

495 

*57 

62 

4 

5 

76 

97 

0 

n 

A 

74 

29  Dec.  - - 

441 

1 

195 

63 

5 

0 

94 

77 

2 

2 

6 1 

D 


( i8  ) 

TABLE  II. — continued. 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

1795. 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

years.. 

t 

Above 

fixty 

years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mifcar- 

riage. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Gripes, 

Loofenels. 

Meafles. 

Small  Pox. 

6 Jan.  - - 

244 

66 

51 

4 

I 

73 

20 

O 

5 

l7 

13  Jan.  - - 

532 

129 

,■139 

J3 

6 

158 

49 

O 

9 

14 

20  Jan.  - - 

637 

1 4 1,. 

345 

1 1 

5 

164 

8l 

2 

9 

17 

1 

1 

£ 

r^ 

c* 

543 

1 28 

143 

1 1 

5 

i57 

42 

O 

3 

24 

3 Feb.  - - 

867 

J53 

239 

T3 

5 

273 

66 

O 

4 

1 S 

30  Feb.  - - 

735 

i33 

203 

1 1 

6 

231 

55 

O 

5 

21 

17  Feb.  - - 

678 

148 

171 

7 

4 

198 

6 1 

I 

4 

13 

24  Feb.  - - 

63S 

J45 

150 

12 

8 

155 

49 

I 

9 

*9 

3 Mar.  - - 

687 

169 

168 

6 

5 

202 

63 

O 

7 

9 

10  Mar.  - - 

563 

1 55 

iji 

6 

3 

142 

54  . 

I 

4 

5 

17  Mar.  - - 

540 

158 

102 

7 

2 

161 

45 

O 

8 

14 

24  Mar.  - - 

446 

146 

82 

4 

5 

1 1 1 

41 

O 

5 

9 

31  Mar.  - - 

4 83 

164 

89 

7 

4 

128 

34 

O 

4 

8 

7 Apr.  - - 

339 

1 1 1 

65 

6 

1 

97 

35 

O 

3 

5 

14  Apr.  - - 

491 

166 

84 

5 

2 

1 25 

43 

I 

4 

6 

21  Apr.  - - 

426 

146 

54 

3 

3 

127 

48 

I 

10 

5 

28  Apr.  - - 

462 

i43 

7i 

2 

3 

129 

42 

O 

4 

3 

5 May  - - 

427 

150 

81 

7 

3 

H3 

27 

I 

5 

9 

.1  2 May  - - 

365 

>35 

45 

3 

0 

109 

37 

O 

4 

5 

] 9 May  - - 

441 

1 39 

64 

5 

4 

120 

40 

O 

13 

18 

26  May  - - 

303 

95 

43 

10 

2 

102 

21 

O 

0 

3 

2 June  - - 

4I9 

124 

62 

2 

6 

128 

41 

I 

0 

0 

9 

9 June  - - 

343 

1 1 1 

57 

2 

2 

89 

38 

O 

5 

*5 

16  June  - - 

341 

87 

^63 

9 

3 

1 °5 

35 

I 

4 

14 

23  June  - - 

28  i 

83 

48 

8 

3 

99 

26 

O 

4 

9 

30  June  - - 

342 

105 

43 

3 

4 

98 

34 

O 

5 

18 

C 19  ) 


TAB  L E II.— -continued. 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

1 7 9 5- 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mifcar- 

riage. 

Confump- 

tion. 

' 

Fever.  • 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Gripes, 

Loofentfs. 

Meaflcs. 

Small  Pox. 

7 July  - - 

72 

41 

5 

I 

68 

* 30 

0 

5 

13 

14  July  - - 

362 

86 

63 

12 

O 

92 

’39 

‘ 0 

* 

5 

2 3 

21  July  — 

273 

95 

42 

8 

2 

95 

'•28 

0 

6 

16 

28  July  - - 

3°3 

108 

42 

3 

2 

89 

29 

0 . 

6 

25 

4 Aug.  •-  - 

225 

79, 

30 

4 

I 

66 

22 

0 

6 

-14 

1 1 Aug.  - - 

1 93 

59 

24 

1 

/ 

3 

5i 

24 

0 

0 

T5 

18  Aug.  - - 

266 

91 

32 

3 

1 

59 

35 

0 

4 

*5 

25  Aug.  - - 

232 

74 

34 

3 

0 

62 

24 

0 

1 

1 1 

1 Sept.  - - 

266 

104 

36 

4 

1 

5° 

25 

0 

9 

23 

8 Sept.  - - 

398 

172 

57 

4 

3 

81 

3i 

0 

3 

21 

15  Sept.  - - 

28  I 

121 

28 

6 

1 

S3 

32 

I 

14 

1 1 

22  Sept.  - - 

247 

1 1 3 

24 

2 

2 

42 

16 

I 

6 

23 

29  Sept.  - - 

3 11 

142 

37 

4 

1 

79  . 

27 

I 

3 

27 

6 oa.  - - 

410 

184 

53 

7 

5 

90 

26 

I 

16 

28 

1 3 oa.  - - 

321 

129 

42 

4 

5 

60 

3s 

I 

12 

23 

20  oa.  - - 

360 

*5 1 

39 

4 

1 

79 

43 

I 

8 

47 

27  oa.  - - 

340 

120 

34 

4 

2 

73 

37 

I 

12 

41 

3 Nov.  - - 

320 

129 

34 

3 

0 

82 

28 

I 

H 

27 

10  Nov.  - - 

35i 

132 

51 

4 

1 

68 

33 

I 

7 

52 

17  Nov.  - - 

595 

186 

76 

5 

5 

i75 

47 

0 

15 

67 

24  Nov.  - - 

276 

92 

33 

4 

2 

73 

24 

0 

8 

29 

1 Dec.  - - 

691 

1 93 

103 

5 

3 

204 

56 

0 

7 

62 

8 Dec.  - - 

497 

185 

82 

3 

1 

1 1 2 

49 

0 

8 

75 

15  Dec.  - - 

233 

67 

39 

5 

1 

6 1 

27 

0 

1 1 

28 

22  Dec.  - - 

340 

T3* 

46 

6 

4 

82 

28 

I 

15 

68 

29  Dec.  - - 

253 

70 

26 

a 

3 

56 

27 

0 

1 1 

47 

D 


n 

At 


) 
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TABLE  II.—  continued. 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

1796. 

j Whole 
1 Number 
1 buried. 

I 

i 

1 Under 
j two 
j Years. 

Above 

lixty 

Years. 

j 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Childbed 

and 

Mil'car- 

riage. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Colic, 

Flux, 

Gripes, 

Loofenefs 

Mealies. 

Small  Pox: 

5 Jan. 

- - 

3°° 

IOO 

35 

n 

/ 

5 

79 

34 

O 

3 

42 

I 2 Jan. 

- - 

27  3 

87 

37 

5 

1 

53 

25 

I 

9 

32 

1 9 Jan* 

- - 

3i3 

]I3 

29 

4 

2 

77 

29 

O 

0 

5* 

26  Jan. 

- - 

257 

96 

20 

1 1 

2 

47 

23 

O 

1 

44 

2 Feb. 

- - 

328 

1 10 

3'2 

6 

1 

86 

23 

O 

10 

36 

9 Feb. 

- - 

363 

1 22 

44 

7 

6 

93 

33 

O 

4 

62 

1 6 Feb. 

- - 

329 

123 

4i 

4 

2 

89 

21 

O 

5 

43 

23  Feb. 

- - 

373 

“9 

65 

6 

3 

90 

3i 

O 

7 

5 1 

1 Mar. 

- - 

339 

125 

48 

4 

2 

86 

26 

O 

3 

39 

8 Mar. 

- - 

323 

1 1 2 

45 

6 

2 

9i 

17 

O 

6 

47 

15  Mar. 

- - 

3S4 

129 

48 

7 

4 

92 

24 

O 

10 

47 

22  Mar. 

- - 

363 

•k 

1 3° 

48 

6 

2 

92 

30 

O 

4 

33 

29  Mar. 

- - 

293 

97 

3S 

8 

0 

76 

*9 

O 

0 

J 

33 

5 Apr. 

- - 

415 

H7 

57 

4 

3 

1 16 

28 

C 

5 

5° 

1 2 Apr. 

- - 

420 

J34 

64 

7 

6 

92 

29 

O 

3 

45 

1 9 Apr. 

- — 

366 

146 

42 

3 

3 

84 

22 

O 

4 

44 

26  Apr. 

- - 

400 

136 

65 

6 

3 

96 

22 

I 

5 

52 

3 May 

- -■ 

312 

105 

49 

3 

6 

72 

*9 

O 

0 

o 

49 

10  May 

- - 

334 

128 

38 

1 

3 

67 

27 

O 

4 

6o 

17  May 

- - 

328 

95 

55 

10 

3 

7i 

29 

O 

3 

55 

24  May 

- -■ 

375 

141 

39 

5 

2 

69 

35 

O 

6 

90 

31  May 

- - 

382 

1 12 

46 

3 

6 

92 

35 

O 

5 

77 

7 June 

- - 

373 

140 

43 

4 

4 

86 

34 

I 

0 

83 

14  June 

- - 

320 

122 

28 

2 

1 

70 

20 

O 

0 

96 

21  June 

- - 

333 

1 1 2 

39 

5 

4 

60 

3i 

O 

4 

88- 

28  June 

— — - 

3 1 8 

1 1 5 

42 

5 

4 

6 1 

20 

O 

1 1 

73 

C 2!  ) 


TABLE  II. — continued . 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

1796- 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Between 
twenty 
and  fifty 
Y ears. 

Apoplexy, 

Pally, 

Suddenly. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

ConYiil- 

lions. 

Aftlmia. 

Dropfy. 

5 July  - - 

328 

105 

32 

59 

6 

60 

16 

46 

4 

I 2 

12  July  - - 

402 

I 29 

40 

98 

7 

8l 

40 

69 

I 

IO 

19  July  - - 

384 

122 

46 

7i 

7 

69 

32 

64 

12 

I I 

26  July  - - 

342 

Il6 

40 

77 

7 

6 1 

35 

60 

O 

I 2 

2 Aug.  - - 

324 

I l6 

30 

80 

2 

80 

*7 

57 

6 

I 2 

9 Aug.  - - 

3 46 

I41 

36 

62 

9 

6 1 

19 

59 

2 

6 

16  Aug.  - - 

306 

119 

25 

69 

5 

62 

J9 

49 

1 

8 

23  Aug.  - - 

285 

I I I 

3i 

5 1 

4 

47 

x5 

55 

2 

8 

30  Aug.  - - 

373 

I4O 

35 

78 

3 

75 

34 

73 

6 

22 

6 Sept.  - - 

368 

147 

34 

80 

7 

6S 

29 

38 

2 

1 2 

13  Sept.  - - 

447 

185 

48 

S5 

6 

91 

36 

83 

4 

13 

20  Sept.  - - 

316 

I 28 

26 

55 

5 

54 

28 

44 

1 

1 1 

27  Sept.  - - 

433 

184 

47 

74 

2 

60 

48 

79 

8 

18. 

4 061.  -■  - 

366 

I44 

39 

58 

6 

62 

19 

73 

1 

12 

1 1 061.  - - 

41 1 

l6o 

45 

86 

5 

77 

3i 

86 

6 

10 

18  061.  - - 

3°  3 

1 39 

35 

57 

7 

67 

26 

63 

3 

7 

25  06t.  - - 

332 

1 20 

43 

83 

5 

68 

35 

66 

1 

16 

1 Nov.  - - 

424 

136 

68 

96 

8 

96 

36 

74 

6 

21 

8 Nov.  - - 

416 

149 

45 

101 

8 

1 04 

30 

101 

2 

l6 

15  Nov.  - - 

444 

145 

6 1 

”3 

4 

1 J3 

46 

82 

9 

*5 

22  Nov.  - - 

295 

106 

33 

Si 

7 

69 

25 

64 

9 

l9 

29  Nov.  - - 

383 

140 

63 

9i 

9 

80 

3S 

90 

1 2 

*9 

6 Dec.  - - 

293 

80 

45 

89 

4 

70 

27 

48 

4 

2 

13  Dec.  - - 

1 223'* 

342 

O O ^ 

332 

16 

3°9 

95 

275 

47 

29 

20  Dec.  - - 

257 

93 

38 

65 

4 

66 

22 

49 

1 1 

9 

27  Dec.  - - 

206 

64 

35 

5 1 

3 

65 

20 

46 

7 

9 

* The  Parifh  of  St.  George,  Middlefex,  gave  in  the  Number  for  the  whole  Year,  amountirg  to  532 


' 
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TABLE  II. — continued. 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

1 7 97- 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years, 

Above 
ii  xty 
Years. 

Between 
twenty 
and  fifty 
Yeats. 

Apoplexy, 

Bally, 

Suddenly. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Convul- 

fions. 

Afthma. 

Dropfy. 

3 Jan-  - 

- 

544 

l6l 

90 

I48 

14 

T47 

45 

io5 

16 

| 

23 

iojan.  - 

- 

43  8 

I l8 

82 

108 

7 

I 27 

41 

79 

22 

*7 

17  Jan.  - 

- 

290 

87 

63 

71 

5 

73 

3 1 

55 

13 

13 

24  Jan.  - 

-■ 

435 

133 

85 

JI7 

9 

T35 

43 

75 

17 

14 

31  Jan*  “ 

- 

421 

134 

82 

I IO 

10 

1 1 8 

3 1 

72 

20 

24 

7 Feb.  - 

- 

34i 

97 

62 

85 

9 

9 2 

27 

7i 

*5 

10 

14  Feb.  - 

- 

3°4 

78 

53 

85 

7 

104 

3i 

54 

9 

IO 

21  Feb.  - 

m 

367 

103 

66 

99 

7 

1 16 

26 

77 

18 

15 

28  Feb.  - 

- 

393 

108 

81 

104 

5 

102 

33 

77 

21 

21 

7 Mar.  - 

- 

491 

1 17 

1 1 1 

x44 

10 

T39 

45 

86 

3i 

18 

14  Mar.  - 

- 

41  2 

109 

104 

103 

8 

116 

30 

78 

27 

20 

21  Mar.  - 

- 

3S7 

83 

104 

1 13 

12 

1 1 1 

26 

66 

29 

22 

28  Mar.  - 

- 

O'! 

O 

CO 

1 13 

1 26 

i39 

9 

39 

99 

30 

3° 

4 Apr.  - 

- 

37 1 

103 

82 

91 

7 

1 14 

29 

75 

. 20 

1 1 Apr.  - 

- 

309 

80 

53 

92 

9 

73 

32 

63 

15 

15 

18  Apr.  - 

- 

326 

103 

52 

79 

3 

97 

33 

80 

5 

13 

25  Apr.  - 

- 

371 

105 

59 

121 

3 

IOI 

3i 

82 

30 

20 

2 May  - 

- 

362 

92 

78 

I05 

9 

I IO 

35 

78 

14 

17 

9 May  - 

- 

300 

85 

43 

91 

3 

92 

31 

62 

8 

14 

16  May  - 

- 

328 

92 

54 

94 

5 

i°5 

22 

73 

3 

1 6 

23  May  - 

- 

3°9 

78 

46 

102 

7 

92 

22 

54 

n 

30 

30  May  - 

- 

271 

73 

47 

77 

6 

73 

24 

67 

3 

6 June  - 

- 

265 

82 

38 

72 

6 

75 

28 

61 

3 

9 

1 3 June  " 

- 

*57 

66 

46 

79 

2 

77 

18 

63 

6 

1 1 

20  June  - 

- 

326 

97 

49 

96 

7 

99 

35 

67 

3 

18 

27  June  - 

256 

69 

40 

82 

3 

85 

22 

64 

1 

16 
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TABLE  II. — continued. 


• 

Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

1 7 9 7- 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Between 
twenty 
and  fifty 
Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

1 

Convul- 

fions. 

Afthma. 

Dropfy. 

4 July  - 

292 

86 

46 

87 

4 

90 

24 

60 

5 

19 

ii  July  - 

- 

236 

77 

27 

70 

4 

71 

20 

48 

4 

14 

18  July  - 

274 

76 

48 

92 

1 

94 

22 

48 

2 

12 

25  July  - 

- 

I 92 

57 

23 

59 

6 

38 

22 

48 

3 

l6 

1 Aug.  - 

- 

289 

98 

38 

74 

7 

79 

24 

74 

1 

IO 

8 Aug.  - 

- 

243 

73 

. 44 

66 

3 

69 

25 

6s 

2 

IO 

1 5 Aug.  - 

- 

333 

1 12 

45 

9i 

5 

92 

35  i 

83 

7 

H 

2 2 Aug.  - 

- 

247 

96 

32 

65 

3 

63 

22 

76 

4 

9 

29  Aug.  - 

- 

263 

107 

3° 

70 

7 

47 

24 

73 

2 

13 

5 Sept.  - 

- 

262 

120 

28 

54 

6 

44 

21 

95 

1 

8 

12  Sept.  - 

- 

26l 

92 

35 

78 

2 

6S 

28 

69 

' 9 

*5 

19  Sept.  - 

- 

288 

1 12 

44 

68 

3 

65 

24 

77 

6 

18 

26  Sept.  - 

- 

289 

n7 

4i 

63 

9 

65 

24 

90 

3 

9 

3 Oft-  - 

- 

264 

94 

33 

79 

3 

54 

36 

63 

5 

20 

10  06t.  - 

- 

255 

81 

44 

66 

3 

60 

24 

6S 

6 

1 1 

17  0£t.  - 

- 

293 

83 

28 

IOI 

6 

81 

38 

73 

5 

13 

24  Oct.  - 

- 

206 

81 

3 1 

52 

2 

S6 

17 

53 

1 

13 

j 1 Oct.  - 

- 

304 

92 

47 

88 

6 

68 

3i 

64 

14 

13 

7 Nov,  - 

360 

11 9 

60 

83 

6 

96 

26 

92 

1 

*3 

14  Nov.  - 

- 

263 

78 

43 

81 

6 

7i 

22 

<>5 

9 

22 

21  Nov.  - 

- 

383 

i°7 

47 

12  3 

4 

10S 

42 

8S 

13 

13 

28  Nov.  - 

- 

337 

1 1 8 

55 

92 

6 

99 

J9 

99 

4 

18 

5 Dec.  - 

- 

422 

ii5 

63 

1 22 

8 

13° 

45 

102 

13 

2 7 

12  Dec.  - 

- 

625 

i 80 

107 

i59 

1 1 

204 

50 

i59 

H 

33 

1 9 Dec.  - 

- 

180 

49 

33 

56 

7 

53 

10 

42 

6 

*5 

2 6 Dec.  - 

- 

205 

64 

36 

63 

2 

5° 

18 

1 

41 

6 

1 2 

( 24  ) 


TABLE  II.—  continued. 


Weekly  Bills 

of 

Mortality. 

1798. 

Whole 
No  mber 
buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Between 
twenty 
and  fifty 
Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Convul- 

fions. 

Afthma. 

Dropfy. 

2 Jan.  - 

- 

349 

119 

41 

86 

7 

IOO 

23 

91 

8 

1 

18 

9 Jan.  - 

- 

280 

78 

33 

81 

10 

77 

25 

69 

13 

*5 

1 6 Jan.  - 

- 

396 

I 14 

83 

103 

8 

93 

39 

99 

14 

16 

23  Jan-  - 

- 

2 95 

83 

54 

82 

14 

84 

28 

69 

12 

*5 

3°  Jan-  * 

- 

3°5 

1 04 

45 

33 

6 

93 

24 

81 

9 

14 

6 Feb.  - 

- 

3l4 

8l 

63 

86 

10 

91 

23 

63 

8 

22 

13  Feb.  - 

- 

405 

120 

68 

102 

5 

109 

40 

88 

13 

22 

20  Feb.  - 

— 

391 

IOO 

78 

1 27 

6 

1 16 

44 

69 

16 

23 

27  Feb.  - 

- 

495 

132 

96 

138 

9 

133 

33 

109 

i7- 

3° 

6 Mar.  - 

- 

403 

I 12 

68 

1 14 

9 

I25 

27 

88 

16 

22 

13  Mar.  - 

320 

95 

63 

75 

7 

99 

18 

68 

1 2 

I A. 

t 

20  Mar.  - 

- 

328 

102 

48 

102 

10 

96 

28 

67 

18 

24 

27  Mar.  - 

- 

380 

1 20 

68 

106 

4 

119 

29 

96 

12 

20 

3 APr-  - 

- 

360 

1 1 5 

5i 

101 

6 

112 

27 

87 

1 1 

10  Apr.  - 

- 

252 

76 

39 

62 

0 

J 

69 

27 

47 

9 

18 

17  Apr.  - 

- 

415 

I31 

5 1 

1 1 1 

5 

1 22 

3i 

95 

10 

18 

24  Apr.  - 

- 

340 

94 

40 

106 

6 

84 

44 

62 

9 

18 

1 May  - 

- 

372 

95 

58 

iJ3 

10 

98 

29 

72 

10 

*9 

8 May  - 

- 

3°4 

80 

33 

92 

3 

9° 

l9 

78 

7 

14 

15  May  - 

- 

31-9 

99 

44 

109 

6 

99 

33 

54 

1 1 

14 

22  May  - 

- 

308 

89 

33 

91 

10 

88 

25 

59 

3 

*9 

29  May  - 

- 

2 66 

72 

37 

72 

4 

69 

33 

40 

7 

18 

5 June  - 

- 

329 

97 

47 

99 

5 

81 

29 

58 

7 

1 2 

1 2 June  - 

- 

346 

104 

47 

104 

2 

96 

39 

68 

5 

1 1 

19  June  - 

- 

321 

87 

45 

94 

6 

80 

29 

69 

5 

12 

26  June  - 

— 

349 

1 12 

49 

99 

5 

- 92 

34 

72 

5 

10 

I 
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TABLE  II. — continued . 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

! 7 9 8. 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

tvvo 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Between 
twenty 
and  fifty 
Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Con  i’u  mp- 
tion. 

Fever. 

Convul- 

fions. 

Afthma. 

Droply. 

3 Ju]y  - - 

308 

96 

44 

82 

2 

7i 

29 

58 

5 

TO 

10  July  - - 

267 

45 

66 

6 

66 

30 

48 

5 

I I 

17  July  - - 

329 

98 

47 

77 

4 

96 

33 

49 

5 

*4 

24  July  - - 

335 

I 2 1 

35 

93 

4 

86 

30 

67 

7 

9 

31  July  - - 

396 

I49 

48 

, 91 

1 1 

65 

37 

80 

5 

10 

7 Aug.  - - 

329 

1 1 8 

40 

77 

7 

83 

35 

86 

2 

12  - 

14  Aug.  - - 

3°a 

114 

47 

62 

3 

58 

30 

73 

3 

1 2 

21  Aug.  - - 

387 

*5* 

46 

90 

5 

73 

39 

73 

6 

18 

28  Aug.  - - 

31 1 

114 

39 

69 

8 

54 

28 

65 

0 

19 

4 Sept.  - - 

358 

144 

33 

72 

9 

80 

39 

85 

6 

8 

1 1 Sept.  - - 

37  2 

1 59 

39 

73 

1 

90 

34 

7S 

6 

10 

18  Sept.  - - 

43  2 

188 

57 

75 

3 

88 

29 

108 

10 

13 

25  Sept.  - - 

341 

122 

46 

72 

9 

60 

42 

62 

2 

15 

2 Od.  - - 

4l6 

141 

32 

101 

3 

86 

56 

70 

6 

12 

9 Od.  - - 

3*1 

121 

37 

59 

2 

54 

34 

58 

4 

12 

16  Od.  - - 

333 

107 

42 

85 

4 

70 

42 

55 

5 

1 1 

23  Od.  - - 

422 

T33 

58 

IO4 

8 

98 

45 

74 

4 

16 

30  Od.  - - 

300 

93 

45 

70 

3 

59 

40 

52 

1 

7 

6 Nov.  - - 

422 

1 ll 

56 

102 

8 

106 

39 

68 

8 

15 

13  Nov.  - - 

353 

1 12 

31 

80 

4 

86 

42 

53 

7 

16 

20  Nov.  - - 

334 

10  5 

46 

90 

5 

^3 

37 

50 

9 

10 

27  Nov.  - - 

403 

1 1 6 

62 

98 

8 

89 

56 

75 

1 1 

7 

4 Dec.  - - 

556 

160 

89 

128 

5 

1 1 6 

59 

ICO 

5 

*9 

1 1 Dec.  - - 

481 

M7 

67 

117 

10 

98 

49 

75 

20 

17 

18  Dec.  - - 

395 

118 

57 

83 

4 

89 

49 

79 

18 

10 

25  Dec.  - - 

448 

120 

86 

no 

3 

127 

52 

90 

7 

12 

E 
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TABLE  II. — continued. 


Weekly  Sills 
of 

Mortality. 

1799. 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Between 
twenty 
and  fifty 
Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Convul- 

fions. 

Afthuia. 

Dropfy. 

i Jan.  - 

- 

364 

107 

72 

91 

IO 

98 

40 

59 

9 

14 

8 Jan.  - 

- 

458 

l6l 

69 

IO4 

4 

IO7 

50 

92 

18 

l6 

15  Jan.  - 

- 

478 

>37 

88 

J35 

6 

113 

32 

90 

28 

26 

22  Jan.  - 

- 

496 

127 

86 

*53 

3 

I 28 

60 

82 

38 

25 

29  Jan.  - 

- 

4O8 

I 29 

70 

103 

7 

’ 9° 

41 

88 

21 

7 

5 Feb.  - 

- 

395 

103 

86 

I05 

10 

93 

32 

75 

26 

18 

12  Feb.  - 

* 

479 

i47 

86 

J35 

8 

130 

48 

1 15 

20 

20 

19  Feb.  - 

- 

494 

>35 

85 

133 

7 

140 

45 

91 

38 

26 

26  Feb.  - 

- 

429 

I 17 

85 

1 16 

9 

88 

44 

73 

33 

1 1 

5 Mar.  - 

- 

385 

I IO 

7i 

97 

8 

106 

29 

69 

26 

*5 

32  Mar.  - 

- 

339 

84 

73 

86 

9 

88 

38 

7 1 

*5 

14 

19  Mar.  - 

- 

329 

86 

56 

94 

1 1 

97 

23 

62 

1 1 

21 

26  Mar.  - 

- 

291 

80 

47 

84 

5 

73 

- 29 

63 

1 1 

13 

2 Apr.  - 

- 

433 

102 

94 

120 

9 

148 

32 

84 

21 

23 

9 Apr.  - 

- 

434 

125 

83 

ii5 

5 

126 

48 

109 

1 1 

23 

16  Apr.  - 

- 

43i 

1 13 

93 

io5 

1 1 

1 1 3 

30 

88 

24 

21 

23  Apr.  - 

- 

267 

76 

42 

82 

6 

88 

22 

74 

12 

9 

3°  Apr.  - 

- 

395 

119 

63 

!I3 

8 

1 *5 

42 

95 

13 

- 24 

7 May  - 

- 

280 

86 

53 

80 

3 

75 

22 

67 

6 

13 

14  May  - 

- 

244 

53 

39 

90 

0 

7i 

37 

46 

13 

16 

21  May  - 

- 

472 

132 

1 16 

X17 

14 

i45 

25 

107 

i5 

25 

28  May  - 

- 

39s 

108 

81 

104 

6 

1 14 

39 

81 

14 

22 

4 June  - 

- 

301 

88 

59 

79 

4 

97 

24 

66 

6 

14 

1 1 June  - 

- 

284 

90 

50 

69 

7 

76 

18 

65 

8 

J7 

18  June  - 

- 

236 

6 1 

5i 

81 

3 

69 

33 

49 

10 

*5 

25  June  - 

— 

3 21 

96 

5i 

99 

4 

98 

36 

65 

12 

23 

I 


( 27  ) 


TABLE  II. — continued . 

* 


Weekly  Bills 
of 

Mortality. 

1799. 

Whole 

Number 

buried. 

Under 

two 

Years. 

Above 

fixty 

Years. 

Between 
twenty 
and  fifty 
Years. 

Apoplexy, 

Palfy, 

Suddenly. 

Confump- 

tion. 

Fever. 

Convul- 

fions. 

Afthma. 

Djopfy. 

2 July  - - 

262 

66 

57 

71 

7 

74 

27 

58 

IO 

18 

9 July  - - 

27  I 

69 

50 

86 

5 

83 

35 

40 

3 

l8 

16  July  - - 

321 

66 

63 

98 

1 1 

87 

29 

63 

6 

25 

23  July  - - 

263 

00 

49 

7 1 

6 

64 

19 

60 

3 

19 

30  July  - - 

200 

72 

3i 

54 

2 

55  ’ 

20 

5° 

2 

13 

6 Aug.  - - 

3°° 

90 

52 

85 

9 

87 

25 

69 

7 

l6 

13  Aug.  - - 

297 

s? 

43 

72 

5 

80 

24 

77 

5 

12 

20  Aug.  - - 

248 

74 

38 

64 

10 

67 

25 

5i 

7 

12 

27  Aug.  - - 

184 

62 

27 

43 

3 

56 

16 

49 

6 

7 

3 Sept.  - - 

275 

79 

36 

72 

6 

69 

29 

63 

7 

9 

10  Sept.  — 

231 

72 

27 

73 

5 

59 

21 

56 

0 

20 

17  Sept.  - - 

212 

64 

34 

5° 

6 

49 

27 

3i 

8 

1 2 

24  Sept.  — 

296 

84 

43 

79 

5 

86 

37 

67 

7 

1 8 

1 Oft.  - - 

255 

90 

37 

65 

0 

62 

34 

55 

4 

13 

8 0£t.  - - 

394 

124 

46 

1 18 

8 

1 T9 

33 

109 

2 

18 

15  Oft.  - - 

3lS 

88 

35 

IIO 

3 

81 

51 

60 

4 

16 

22  Oft.  - - 

292 

93 

47 

74 

9 

7 6 

33 

70 

3 

1 r 

29  Oft.  - - 

310 

104 

45 

8s 

7 

86 

35 

70 

6 

16 

5 Nov.  - - 

298 

88 

53 

81 

7 

56 

35 

68 

9 

17 

12  Nov.  - - 

337 

98 

57 

95 

6 

85 

35 

76 

7 

25 

19  Nov.  - - 

284 

81 

47 

89 

9 

80 

23 

53 

6 

12. 

26  Nov.  - - 

409 

133 

62 

103 

12 

112 

34 

72 

!3 

23 

3 Dec.  — 

389 

122 

79 

86 

1 1 

88 

34 

84 

14 

*9 

10  Dec.  - - 

786 

207 

140 

235 

14 

3C75 

78 

158 

40 

44 

17  Dec.  - - 

272 

72 

47 

64 

' 4 

73 

24 

40 

19 

18 

24  Dec.  - - 

318 

79 

55 

97 

TO 

79 

40 

00 

23 

17 

31  Dec.  - - 

3J8 

108 

70 

89 

6 

TOO 

3i 

79 

10 

24 

E 2 
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PART  L 

— — 


OF  THE 

INCREASE  AND  DECREASE. 

O F 

DIFFERENT  DISEASES. 


The  fludluation  obfervable  in  certain  difeafes  may  be  confi- 
dered  under  two  diftindi  points  of  view  : the  lirfb  compre- 
hending their  variations  in  different  years  ; the  fecond  thofe 
which  take  place  in  different  parts  of  the  fame  year.  Each 
of  them  affords  matter  of  curiofity,  and  ufeful  information. 

The  two  preceding  Tables  exhibit  a method  in  which  fuch 
obfervations  may  fafely  be  conduced.  For,  whatever  errors 
be  fuppofed  to  have  crept  into  the  regiffers  from  which  they 
are  formed,  yet  when  taken  together,  and  confidered  on  an 
extenfive  fcale,  they  muff  be  admitted  to  conffitute  a very 
unexceptionable  bafis  for  medical  reafoning.  And  the  feveral 
objedis  being  thus  brought  nearer  to  each  other,  and  feen  as 
it  were  fide  by  fide,  the  judgment  may  be  formed  not  only 
much  more  eafily,  but,  it  is  apprehended,  much  more  cer- 
tainly alfo,.  than  could  be  done  in  any  other  manner.  Another 

great. 
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great  advantage  refulting  from  luch  tables  is,  that  they  do  of 
themfelves  often  fuggeft  conclufions,  which  corredl,  or  perhaps 
wholly  contradift,  the  expcdlations  railed  upon  no  better  foun- 
dation than  vague  conje&ure,  or  popular  opinion. 

The  particular  articles,  of  which  thefe  tables  are  compofed, 
were  leledted  as  being  thofe  from  which  mod  was  expedted 
to  be  learned.  It  fhould  however  be  noticed,  that  the  weekly 
table  is  not  perfectly  uniform  ; for,  indead  of  being  made 
out  from  ten  years  in  fucceffion,  five  were  chofen  at  one 
time,  and  five  others  after  an  interval  of  above  thirty  years  : 
to  afford  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  two  periods  with 
each  other.  Befides,  from  July  1796,  an  alteration  maybe 
obferved  in  the  mode  of  keeping  them.  But  this,  which  was 
introduced  to  fatisfy  fome  views  of  the  author,  it  is  hoped  will 
rather  prove  an  advantage,  than  any  embarrafsment,  to  thofe 
who  may  be  inclined  to  examine  it ; and  therefore  has  not 
fince  been  changed. 

1.  Of  the  variation  in  the  whole  numbers  chridened  and 

buried. 

The  annual  mortality  appears  by  the  parifh  clerks  returns 
to  have  increafed  from  the  beginning  of  the  century  to  the 
year  1720  ; to  have  been  at  its  greated  height  from  1720  to 
3750  ; and  from  that  time  gradually  to  have  decreafed. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  chridenings  increafed  from  1700  to 
1727  ; then  decreafed  to  1740;  were  at  the  lowed:  between 

1740 
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1740  and  1760;  and  from  that  time  have  gradually  in* 

crealed. 

• t 

That  both  the  chridenings  and  burials  fhould  have  be- 
. come  more  frequent  during  the  fird  thirty  years,  can  be  no 
matter  of  furprife,  when  we  confider  the  increafe  both  in 
number,  and  fize,  of  the  out-parifhes.  For  it  will  be  found 
upon  examination,  that  the  increafe  has  been  confined  to 
them  alone. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  fubfequent  decreafe  of  burials* 
has  taken  place  only  in  the  city  parifhes  ; and  is,  no  doubt, 
owing  to  people  living  wider,  and  taking  up  more  room  than 
formerly.  They  no  longer  fubmit  to  the  inconvenience  of 
being*  crowded  feveral  together  under  a {ingle  roof.  But 
many  merchants  with  their  families,  and  many  merchants’ 
clerks  alfo,  who  ufed  all  to  live  in  the  fame  houfe,  now  retire, 
efpecially  when  they  are  lick,  to  others  fituated  without  the 
limits  of  the  bills  of  mortality,  or  at  lead*  without  the  city. 

] n the  fird  five  years  of  the  century,  the  average  numbers 
dying  annually  in  each  of  the  four  divifions  into  which  the 
parifhes  are  didributed,  were  as  follows  : 

Within  the  Walls.  Without  the  Walls.  Out  Parilhes.  Weftniinfter. 

2,192  - - - - 6,873  " ~ " 6,223  “ - - - 3,285 

between  the  years  1740  and  1745  they  were 

2,328 6,975 11,784 6,164. 

and  from  1790  to  1795  they  were 

I?374  - - - » 4,108  - - - - 9,600  - - - - 5,110 

And 
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And  though  London  has  been  very  much  extended,  and 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants  proportionally  enlarged  within 
the  lad:  thirty  years  ; yet  this  having  taken  place  principally 
in  the  parifh  of  Mary-le-bone,  which  is  not  included  in  the 
bills  of  mortality,  it  therefore  makes  no  addition  to  the  yearly 
.accounts. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  the  diminution  of  chriftenings 
between  the  years  1740  and  1760.  But  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  the  number  of  females  buried  in  the  fame  twenty  years 
not  being  fenfibly  leffened,  the  defedl,  however  that  fliould 
happen,  leems  to  have  arifen  from  the  fmaller  proportion 
.among;  them  who  bore  children. 

Whatever  be  the  caufe  of  this,  the  chriftenings  appear  in 
fa6t  to  have  been  fewed:  at  a time  when  the  burials  were 
nearly  at  the  higheft.  Hence  the  difference  of  the  numbers 
chrifiened  and  buried  is  greater  between  the  years  1740  and 
1750,  than  at  any  preceding  or  fubfequent  period.  This 
difference  diminifhed  afterwards  ; but  ftill  continued  very 
confiderable  till  about  1 770.  Now,  it  was  from  an  average 
of  ten  years  taken  in  this  interval,  namely  from  1759  to 
I 768,  that  Dr.  Price  conffrudted  his  (a)  tables  of  the  pro- 
babilities of  life,  and  from  which  he  deduced  the  population 
of  London.  The  excefs  of  the  burials  above  the  chriftenings 
amounted  at  that  time  to  nearly  one-third  ( b)  of  the  whole 

number 

(a)  Tab.  XIII.  and  XV.  of  his  Obfervations  on  Reverfionary  Payments, 
5th  edit.  ‘ (bj  Vol.  I.  p,  340. 
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number  of  burials.  At  prefent,  it  is  lefs  than  one-twentieth  : 
nay,  in  the  years  1790,  1797,  and  1799,  the  excefs  was 
actually  on  the  fide  of  the  chriftenings.  Such  a prodigious 
change  ought,  one  w^uld  think,  confiderably  to  alter  Dr. 
Price’s  concluhons.  Some  allowances  are  however  to  be 
made  ( c)  ; particularly  in  confequence  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment palled  in  1767,  by  which  it  is  required  that  all  parilh 
infants  lhall  be  fent  into  the  country  in  three  weeks  after 
their  birth,  to  be  nurfed  there  till  they  are  fix  years  old. 
How  many  burials  of  children  are  taken  out  of  the  bills  in 
confequence  of  this  a£t,  it  is  not  eafy  to  eftimate  ; but  that  it 
mud;  be  a large  number,  is  rendered  probable  by  the  remark- 
able decreafe  of  thofe  reported  to  die  under  two  years  of  age. 
Between  the  years  1728,  when  the  ages  were  firft  fet  down, 
and  1 738,  their  number  amounted  one  year  with  another  to 
above  10,000;  in  the  next  decad  to  above  9,000  ; in  the 
decad  following  to  7,800  ; and  between  1 790  and  1800,  to 
little  more  than  6,000  annually.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  as  this  decreafe  began  to  take  place  before  the  date 
of  the  a6l  in  queftion,  fo  its  continuance  fince  may  in  part 
be  with  juftice  attributed  to  the  greater  falubrity  of  the 
town  (c*). 

2.  There 

(c)  See  of  Dr.  P.’s  Work,  Vol.  I.  p.  251.  note. 

(c*)  It  appears  from  the  books  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  that  the  mortality 
among  the  children  under  the  age  of  twelve  months,  who  are  all  put  out  to  nurfe 
in  the  country,  has  within  the  laft  thirty  years,  diminilhed  in  the  proportion  of 
twelve  to  feven.  The  average  of  the  laft  ten  years  being  only  one  in  fix. 

Account  of  Foundling  Hofpital  in  London,  1799. 

F 


( 3 4 ) 


2.  There  is  fcarcely  any  fa6t  to  be  collected  from  the  bills 
of  mortality  more  worthy  the  attention  of  phyficians,  than 
the  gradual  decline  of  the  dyfentery.  In  the  feventeenth 
century,  the  number  of  deaths  under  the  titles  of  bloody-fux 
and  griping  in  the  guts,  appear  never  to  have  been  lefs  than 
one  thoufand,  and  fome  years  to  have  exceeded  four  thou- 
fand ; and  for  five  and  twenty  years  together,  from  1667  to 
1692,  they  every  year  amounted  to  above  two  thoufand. 
But  from  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century  things  were 
materially  changed.  After  the  year  1 733,  the  article  of  griping 
in  the  guts  was  joined  to  that  of  colic : taking  then  the  three 
difeafes  of  bloody-Jlux , colic  > and  gripes , we  may  obferve  their 
decreafe  to  have  been  nearly  as  follows  r 

• 1 f 

From  1700  to  1710  the  average  is  about  1,070  annually.. 


1710  to  1720  ------ 

770 

1 720  to  1 73 0 ------ 

700 

1730  to  1740  - - - - - . - 

35° 

1740  to  1750  ------ 

15° 

1750  to  I 760  ------ 

1 10 

1760  to  1770  ------ 

80 

1770  to  1780  ------ 

70 

1780  to  1790  ------ 

40 

1790  to  1800  ------ 

20 

Even  in  the  years  1762  and  1780,  when  modem  phyficians 
have  defcribed  the  dyfentery  as  epidemical  in  London,  the 
amount  of  the  fame  three  articles  was  in  the  firfl  year  only 
209,  and  in  the  lafl:  93. 
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The  caufe  of  fo  great  an  alteration  in  the  health  of  the 
people  of  England  (for  it  is  not  confined  to  the  metropolis)  I 
have  no  hefitation  in  attributing  to  the  improvements  which 
have  gradually  taken  place,  not  only  in  London,  but  in  all 
great  towns,  and  in  the  manner  of  living  throughout  the 
kingdom;  particulaily  with  refped  to  cleanlinefs  and  venti- 
lation. For  the  reafons  upon  which  this  opinion  is  founded, 
I muft  refer  the  reader  to  what  will  be  faid  hereafter  ( d)  con- 
cerning the  plague. 

3.  The  inoculation  of  the  fmall  pox  having  been  firft  ufed 
in  England  fince  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  having  been  now  for  many  years  generally  adopted  by 
all  the  middle  and  higher  orders  of  fociety  ; it  becomes  an 
interefting  enquiry  to  obferve,  from  a review  of  the  laft  hun- 
dred years,  what  have  been  the  effects  of  fo  great  an  inno- 
vation, upon  the  mortality  occafioned  by  that  difeafe.  But, 
however  beneficial  inoculation  prove  to  individuals,  or  indeed 
to  the  nation  at  large,  the  bills  of  mortality  inconteftibly 
lhew,  that  in  London  more  perfons  have  died  of  the  fmall 
pox  fince  the  introdu&ion  of  that  pra&ice. 

The  poor,  who  have  little  care  of  preferving  their  lives 
beyond  the  getting  their  daily  bread,  make  a very  large  part 
of  mankind.  Their  prejudices  are  ftrong,  and  not  eafily 
overcome  by  reafon.  Hence,  while  the  inoculation  of  the 
wealthy  keeps  up  a perpetual  fource  of  infedion,  many  others, 

who 
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who  either  cannot  afford,  or  do  not  chufe,  to  adopt  the  fame 

method,  are  continually  expofed  to  the  difremper.  And  the 

clanger  is  flill  increafed  by  the  inconfiderate  manner  in  which 

it  has  lately  been  the  cuffom  to  fend  into  the  open  air  perfons 

in  every  flage  of  the  difeafe,  without  any  regard  to  the  fafety 

of  their  neighbours.  It  is  by  thefe  means,  that'while  inocu- 

* 

lation  may  juftly  be  efteemed  one  of  the  greatefl  improve- 
xnents  ever  introduced  into  the  medical  art,  it  occasions 
many  to  fall  a facrifice  to  what  has  obtained  the  diftindlion 
of  the  natural  difeafe.  This  mufl  always  be  an  objedtion 
againft  making  any  great  city  the  place  for  inoculation, 
until  the  practice  is  become  univerfal  among  all  ranks  of 

Out  of  every  thoufand  deaths  in  the  bills  of  mortality,  the 
number  attributed  to  the  fmall  pox  during  the  firft  thirty 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  before  inoculation  could  yet 
have  had  any  effedl  upon  them,  amounted  to  74.  During  an 
equal  number  of  years  at  the  end  of  the  century,  they 
amounted  to  95.  So  that,  as  far  as  we  are  enabled  to  judge 
from  hence,  they  would  appear  to  have  increafed  in  a propor- 
tion of  above  five  to  four. 

I cannot  refufe  myfelf  the  fatisfadlion  of  ftating  on  tjie 
other  hand,  from  the  printed  accounts  of  the  Small  Pox  Hof- 

pital,  where  from  their  numbers  the  truth  can  befl  be  afeer- 

tained,  that  while  by  the  natural  fmall  pox  there  die  one  in 

fix,  from  the  inoculated  fmall  pox  three  hundred  and  ninety- 

nine  out  of  four  hundred  recover. 
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if.  The  yearly  fum  of  the  deaths  ranged  under  the  heada 
of  apoplexy,  palfy,  and  fuddenly,  fluctuates  without  any  certain) 
increafe  or  decreafe  till  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. From  that  time,  the  proportion'  they  bear  to  the  whole 
number  of  deaths  may  be  obferved  to  have  been  gradually* 
and  conflantly,.  increasing.  It  is  now  above  double  what  it 
was  an  hundred  years  ago.  To  what  caufe  then  ought  this 
to  be  attributed  ? Is  it  owing  to-  any  alteration  in  our  man- 
ners ? or  in  our  diet  ? and  what  is  that  alteration  ? Some  per- 
fbns  have  accu fed  Spirituous  liquors  ; fome  the  ufe  of  tea  ; and 
other  things..  But  I confefs  myfelf  by  no  means  Satisfied 
either  with  the- conjectures  of  others,  or  with  any  I have  my- 
felf been  able  to  form  upon  this  fubjeCh  The  faCl  however 
refts  upon  too  ftrong  evidence  to  be  questioned* 

5.  The  deaths  imputed  to  the  meafles  are  very  remarkably, 
different  in  different  years;,  fometimes  amounting,  to  one- 
thirtieth  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths,  and  at  other  times, 
falling  fhort  of  one  in  four  thoufand.  Yet  it  is  poflible  that 
this  difeafe  may  not  in  reality  be  fb  very  irregularly  epide- 
mical, or  fatal..  The  fcarlet  fever,  and  malignant  fore  throat* 
often  occafion  fuch  appearances  upon  the  fkin,  as  may  eafily 
be  miftaken  for  the  meafles  by  better  judges  than  the  mo- 
thers and  nurfes,  who  thinking  themfelves  able  to  diffino’uifh 
this  diffe.mper,,and  equal  to  the  management  of  it,  often  calL 
in  no.  other  afliftance.  This  miffake  is  well  known  to  have 
been  fometimes  committed  within  thefe  few  years,  during 
which  the  fcarlet  fever,,  and  malignant  fore  throat,  have  been 

fo » 
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to  generally  underftood.  It  may  perhaps  have  happened  in 
every  year,  in  which  an  extraordinary  number  of  deaths  are 
^charged  to  the  meafles.  If  fo,  thofe  two  formidable  diftem- 
pers  (if  indeed  they  are  two  diftin<ft  diftempers,  and  not  one 
and  the  fame)  being  difguifed  under  the  name  of  meafles, 
may  have  been  older,  and  more  general,  than  is  ufually 
imagined  (e). 

6.  The  table  does  not  reprefent  the  mortality  among 
lying-in  women  to  be  diminifhed  in  a degree  equal  to  the 
truth.  But  it  muff  be  remembered,  that  the  proportion  dying 
on  this  account  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  number  of  births, 
and  not  to  the  burials,  as  was  there  done  for  the  fake  of 
uniformity.  Eftimated  in  this  way,  the  numbers  would  be 
materially  altered.  As  for  inftance,  out  of  every  thoufand 
deliveries  during  the  firft  ten  years,  fifteen  women  would  then 
appear  to  have  died  inftead  of  eleven ; and  fo  of  the  reft. 

The  following  Table  is  inferted  from  the  printed  account 
of  the  Britifh  Lying-in  Hofpital  in  Brownlow-ftreet,  which 
gives  a much  more  favourable  ftatement  of  this  matter : 

i f, 

(e ) No  lefs  an  author  than  Morton  appears  to  have  confounded  together  the 
jneafles  and  the  fcarlet  fever.  He  fays,  in  his  5th  chap.  De  Febre  Scarlatina , 
**  Hunc  morbum  prorfus  eundem  efle  cum  morbillis  cenfeo5  et  folo  efflorefcentias 

modo  ab  illis  diftare.’1 
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ACCOUNT  of  the  Women  delivered,  and  Children 
born,  in  the  British  Lying-in  Hospital,  as  alfo  the 
Twins,  Still-Births,  and  Deaths,  from  the  Time  of 
its  InfHtution,  in  November  1749,  to  the  Firfl:  of  January 
1801  inelufive. 
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A.  D. 

No.  of 
Women 
Delivered 

Boys 

Born. 

Girls 

Bom. 

Total  No. 
of  Chil- 
dren Born 

Women 

had 

Twins. 

Children 

Still- 

born. 

Children 

Died. 

Women 

Died. 

PROPORTIO 
Of  the  Women 

N of  DEATHS. 
Of  the  Children. 

1749 

3 

3 

3 

175° 

>75 

93 

84 

177 

2 

I I 

5 

3 

>75 1 

5.37 

181 

J 60 

34i 

4 

35 

9 

12 

V 

1752 

433 

236 

20  I 

437 

4 

22 

27 

34 

>753 

284 

141 

I46 

287 

3 

IO 

21 

10 

>754 

321 

375 

351 

346 

5 

9 

66 

12 

) i in  42 

i in  15. 

>755 

370 

190 

i85 

375 

5 

8 

34 

9 

375C 

370 

188 

I 84 

372 

ft 

8 

10 

3 

- 

1757 

478 

262 

219 

48 1 

3 

12 

22 

7 

1758 

521 

277 

254 

533 

10 

6 

16 

8 

J 

1 7 5 9 

472 

253 

■226 

479 

7 

12 

34 

6 

. i 

• 

1760 

427 

228 

206 

434 

7 

1 1 

58 

26 

1761 

390 

197 

198 

395 

5 

20 

3i 

12 

1762 

397 

199 

I99 

39s 

1 

8 

38 

7 

1763 

414 

209 

212 

421 

7 

15 

32 

10 

\ * 

# 

1764 

366 

191 

i7s 

369 

3 

35 

37 

7 

/ 1 rn  50 

1 in  20. 

1765 

560 

333 

258 

569 

9 

12 

20 

9 

1 766 

5S8 

293 

304 

597 

9 

25 

37 

10 

1767 

573 

303 

272 

575 

4 

7 

10 

4 

1768 

588 

301 

288 

5S9 

1 

5 

2 

3 

/ 

1769 

561  : 

292 

280 

572 

1 1 

14 

33 

7 

1770 

472 

225 

249 

474 

2 

33 

9 

28 

i77> 

541 

266 

282 

548 

7 

17 

34 

4 

1772 

596 

320 

286 

606 

10 

25 

37 

4 

1 

1 773 
3774 

627 

553 

336 

292 

298 

266 

634 

558 

7 

5 

39 

36 

14 

3 

4 

18 

> 1 in  53 

1 in  42. 

3775 

570 

295 

280 

575 

5 

22  - 

33 

21 

1776 

543 

276 

275 

553 

8 ' 

26 

9 

3 

3777 

602 

.3  32 

293 

605 

3 

24 

24 

6 

1778 

572 

28  I 

298 

579 

7 

39 

18 

1 1 
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A.  D. 

No.  of 
Women 
Delivered. 

Boys 

Born. 

Girls 

Born. 

Total  No. 
of  Child- 
dren  Born. 

Women 

had 

Twins. 

Children 

Still- 

born. 

Children 

Died. 

Women 

Died. 

PROPORTIC 
Of  the  Women 

>N  of  DEATHS. 
Of  the  Children. 

1779 

1780 

1781 

1782 
17^3 

1784 

1785 

1786 
17S7 
1788 

S63 

566 

524 

549 

587 

5S° 

435 

597 

564 

578 

310 

310 

275 

298 

3°8 

283 

231 

333 

29O 

296 

257 

259 

255 

260 
288 
272 

2 I 2 

276 

283 

287 

567 

569 

53° 

558 

596 

555 

443 

609 

573 

583 

4 

3 

6 

9 

9 

5 

8 

12 

9 

5 

31 

33 

26 

15 

33 

24 

24 

35 

36 

25 

8 

4 

9 

14 

17 

10 

16 

*9 

18 

10 

3 

8 

14 

13 

5 

14 

6 

9 

9 

10 

\ i in  60 

/ 

J 

♦ 

i in  44. 

1789 

599 

296 

308 

604 

5 

42 

1 2 

1 

"N 

% 

1790 

622 

317 

3*3 

630 

34 

5 

7 

I791 

621 

323 

3°3 

628 

7 

39 

2 

1 

1792 

6 10 

3>2 

306 

618 

8 

29 

4 

1 

1793 

590 

3°° 

297 

597 

7 

24 

12 

1 

} 1 in  288 

I i«  77. 

1794 

583 

286 

305 

591 

8 

26 

6 

2 

1795 

6 1 2 

310 

310 

620 

8 

32 

13 

2 

1796 

627 

326 

305 

63  > 

4 

24 

4 

1 

1 7 97 

6 1 9 

.332 

293 

625 

6 

25 

9 

3 

1798 

566 

285 

292 

577 

1 1 

3i 

r2 

2 

> 

>799 

521 

28  2 

248 

530 

9 

21 

7 

1 

• 

1 • 

1800 

417 

21  I 

210 

421 

4 

1 8 

1 

0 

f 1 m 938 

i in  1 1 8. 

Total  • 

26202 

13642 

12871 

26513 

3 1 1 

1073 

795 

39  > 

Proportion  of  Boys  to  Girls  born  in  the  Hofpital  is  about  19  to  18. 

Children  Still-born  in  ditto,  about  - 1 to  25. 

Women  having  had  Twins,  about  - 1 to  84. 
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y.  Some  mifcellaneous  obfervations  on  the  yearly  bills  of 
mortality. 


The  following  Statement  was  deduced  in  a coarfe  manner, 
from  an  average  of  about  ten  years,  for  the  purpofe  of  com- 
paring generally  the  mortality  occasioned  by  certain  difeafes, 
at  the  beginning,  middle,  and  end  of  the  eighteenth  century ; 
care  being  taken  in  each  period  to  felect  fuch  years,  in 
which  the  whole  number  of  deaths  was  nearly  the  fame,, 
viz.  about  21,000. 


Abortive  and  Still-born 
Colic,  Flux,  Gripes,  &c. 
• Confumption  - - 

Evil 

Fever  - - - - - 

Gout  ----- 
Lunatic  - ~ - 

Pally,  Apoplexy,  &c.  - 
Rickets  - 

Small  Pox  - - - 


Beginning. 

Middle. 

End. 

600 

57° 

75° 

1,100 

J35 

20 

3, OOO 

4,000 

5,000 

CO 

O 

900 

900 

70 

8 

3, ooo 

3, ooo 

2,000 

26 

40 

66 

27 

75 

70 

lS7 

280 

300 

3So 

1 1 

1 

1,600 

2,000 

2,000 

To  thefe  might  be  added  the  article  of  convulfions.  But  it 
will  appear  upon  enquiry,  that  the  change  has  in  this  in- 
Itance  taken  place  in  the  name  only,  and  not  in  the  real 
5 number 
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number  of  deaths.  There  can  he  little  doubt,  but  the  fame 
difeafes  of  children,  which  ufed  formerly  to  be  called  chry- 
foms  and  infants,  are  now  accumulated  under  the  general 
head  of  convulfions.  For  we  may  obferve  the  decreafe  of  the 
two  former  articles  to  have  taken  place  in  a proportion  very 
exactly  correfponding  with  the  increafe  of  the  latter. 

The  apparent  increafe  of  the  abortives  and  ftill-born  will 
likewife  in  great  meafure  vanifh,  if  we  refer  them,  as  we 
ought,  not  to  the  burials,  but  to  the  births ; the  number  of 
chriftenings,  at  the  three  periods  above  mentioned,  bearing 
very  nearly  the  fame  proportion  to  each  other,  that  obtains  in 
thefe  articles.  Neverthelefs  it  muff  be  obferved,  that  the  re- 
gifter  of  the  Brownlow-flreet  Hofpital  alfo  exhibits  a very 
fenfible  increafe  in  the  number  of  children  dill-born. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  give  a fatisfa6lory  reafon  for  all  the 
changes  which  may  be  obferved  to  take  place  in  the  hidory 
of  difeafes.  Nor  is  it  any  difgrace  to  phyficians,  if  their 
caufes  are  often  fo  gradual  in  their  operation,  or  fo  fubtle,  as 

to  elude  invedigation.  Of  this  kind  are  the  origin  and  de- 

« 

cline  of  the  rickets.  It  is  pleahng  however  to  look  back 
upon  the  progrefs  of  this  difeafe,  and  trace  it  from  year  to 
year,  as  it  has  been  growing  continually  lefs  and  lefs  fatal. 


The  fame  obfervations  are  applicable  to  the  evil  alfo,  unlefs 
we  fuppofe  its  apparent  decreafe  ought  rather  to  be  attributed 
to  a greater  backwardnefs  in  acknowledging  a complaint  now 
univerfally  believed  to  be  hereditary. 


G 2 


Of 


Of  fevers  I (hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  particularly 

afterwards 


The  view  which  prefents  itfelf  of  confumptions,  goutv 
lunacy,  and  pally,  mud:  be  confelTed  to  be  by  no  means 
favourable.  The  fird  of  thefe  probably  includes  many  other 
chronical  didempers,  befides  the  pulmonary  confumption* 
All  of  them  feem  to  be  almod,  if  not  altogether,  unknown 
among  barbarous  nations,  and1  may  perhaps  be  the  natural 
confequences  of  arts  and  civilization.  As  thefe  again  fhoot 
up  into  luxury  and  intemperance,  their  effcdls  may  well  be 
expedted  to  become  proportionally  more  confpicuous.  Dr. 
Rulh  of  Philadelphia  has  reported'  concerning  the  uncul- 
tivated nations  of  North  America,  that  fevers,  inflamma- 
tions, and  dyfenteries  make,  up  the  fum  of  their  complaints ; 
and  in  particular,  44  that  after  much  enquiry  he  had  not  been 
44  able  to  find  a Angle  indance  of  madnefs,  melancholy, 
44  or  fatuity,  among  them  (g)'”  In  a fubfequent  part  of 

a 

his  work,  the  fame  author,,  fpeaking  of  the  pulmonary  con- 
fumption,  declares  it  to  be  44  unknown  among  the  Indians 
“ of  North  America  (h)  ” Likewife  Mr.  Park,  in  his  Ac- 
count of  the  Interior  Parts  of  Africa,  fays,  that  notwith- 
danding  longevity  is  uncommon  among  the  Negroes,  their 
difeafes  appeared  to  be  but  few  in  number  fevers  and  fluxes 
are  the  mod  common,  and  the  mod  fatal* 

* 

(g)  Medical  Enquiries  and  Qbfervations,  by  B.  Rulh,  Vol.  I.  p*  25. 

(b)  Vol.  1.  p.  159. 


The 
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The  difcerning  Sydenham  had  long  before  oblerved,  that 
“ acute  difeafes  come  from  God,  but  chronical  difeafes  ori- 
“ ginate  with  ourfelves  (i)'”  Indeed  we  cannot  doubt,  that 
idlenefs  and  intemperance,  with  their  long  train  of  vices  ; that 
covetoulhefs  and  anxiety,  the  neceflary  attendants  upon  com- 
merce ; and  manufa&ories,  which  fupply  the  materials  for  it ; 
muft  all  in  their  feveral  ways  be  injurious  to  health.  And  it 
is  not  improbable,  that  they  may  very  largely  have  contri- 
buted to  fwell  out  the  number  of  deaths  under  each  of  the 
difeafes  in  queftion. 

It  does  not  appear  by  the  bills  of  mortality,  that  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  from  dropfy  was  increafed  by  the  a 61  palled  in 
1690,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  diftillation  of  malt  fpi- 
rits.  Between  the  years  1718  and  1751,  the  average  number 
is  one-tenth  greater  than  at  any  period  before  or  lince.  In 
1751  the  diftillation  of  fpirits  was  reftrained  by  a<ft  of  par- 
liament, and  the  ufe  of  them  checked  by  additional  duties. 
Petitions  were  the  year  after  fent  up  to  parliament  from  va- 
rious parts  of  the  kingdom,  fetting  forth  the  good  effe&s  of 
thefe  regulations  upon  the  morals  and  health  of  the  pe^le, 
and  praying  for  a continuance  of  them..  And  the  bills  of 
mortality  feem  to  confirm  this,  by  the  article  of  dropfy  falling 
from  above  one  thoufand  annually  to  nine  hundred,  and  ftill 
more  by  the  redu&ion  of  exceftive-drinking  from  forty  to 
live. 

Op 

(1)  Morbi  acuti  Deum  habent  autorem,  chronici  ipfos  nos. 


1 


1 
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Of  the  Weekly  Table  of  Mortality, 

• % * * 1 

It  is  not  my  defign  to  enter  into  a detail  of  all  the  parti 
culars  deducible  from  this  table.  The  following:  general 

D O 

refults  however  are  fubmitted  to  the  public,  as  a fpecimen  of 
the  uies  to  which  it  may  be  applied. 

1.  The  whole  number  of  deaths  is  greateft  in  January, 
February,  and  March  ; and  lead;  in  June,  July,  and  AugufL 

I believe  this  is  contrary  to  the  received  opinion,  which 
may  perhaps  have  been  handed  down  from  thofe  ages,  when 
the  authority  of  Hippocrates,  and  Galen,  fuperfeded  the  evi- 
dence of  the  cleared:  fads  (k). 

Our  table  correfponds  with  the  following  one  from  Dr. 
Short’s  obfervations,  containing  the  aggregate  of  the  monthly 
mortality  in  London  for  fifteen  years,  from  1728  to  1743; 
which  I infert  rather  than  the  eleventh  table  of  the  fame 
work,  becaufe  it  affords  the  additional  information  of  the 
ages  at  which  the  feveral  deaths  took  place,  diewing  the  dif- 
ferent fluduation  at  different  periods  of  life. 

(k)  Celfus,  who  probably  copied  it  from  Hippocrates,  fays,  tc  Igitur  faluber- 
u rimum  ver  eft  ; proxime  deinde  ab  hoc,  hiems  » periculofior  seftas  ; autumnus 
*l  longe  periculofiftimus.”  Lib.  II.  Cap.  1. 
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If  we  make  allowance  for  the  fhortnefs  of  the  month  of 
February,  that  will  appear  in  fa6t  to  be  the  moft  fatal  of  the 
twelve  ( l). 

It  may  be  fiffpedfed  perhaps  at  fir  ft  fight,  that  much  of  this 
ought  to  be  attributed  to  the  greater  number  of  people  refident 
in  London  during  the  winter,  than  in  the  fummer  months. 
But  what  then  fhall  we  fay  to  the  following  account  colledted 
by  Dr.  Short  from  the  regifters  of  five  and  twenty  different 
country  towns  in  England,  including  the  burials  of  a great 
many  years?  For  the  refult  there  alfo  is  very  nearly  the 
fame,  making  allowance  for  thofe  irregularities,  to  which 
fmall  communities  muff:  of  neceffity  be  liable  : 


January  - 

- - 16,932 

July-  - - 

- !3>034 

February 

- - l6,I26 

Augufl  - 

- 1 2,795 

March  - 

- - 17,64 1 

September  - 

- 1 2,999 

April 

- - 17,67° 

October 

- 13*629 

May 

- - 16,618 

November  - 

- i4,°74 

June 

- - 13,680 

December  - 

- 15,658 

The  monthly  mortality  at  York  agrees  ffill  more  perfe&ly 

with  what  has  been  obferved  of  London,  I he  annexed 

Table, 


(!)  The  bills  being  fent  in  every  week  makes  the  monthly  mortality  necefTariiy 
liable  to  fome  uncertainty.  For,  the  fame  month  which  one  year  contains  five 
weeks,  may  in  the  next  contain  only  four.  Thefe  inaccuracies,  which  might  be 
confiderable  in  a comparifon  of  only  two  or  three  years,  will  diminifh  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  years  which  are  eftimated  together. 
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Table,  publifhed  by  Dr.  White,  fhews  the  number  of  burials 
in  that  city  during  feven  years  : 

Jan.  - 320  Apr.  - 277  July  - 220  061.  - 237 

Feb.  - 282  May  - 265  Aug.  - 237  Nov.  - 230 

Mar.'  - 316  June  - 274  Sept.  - 225  Dec.  - 292 

The  truth  of  thefe  obfervations  is  moreover  confirmed  by 
the  registers  kept  at  Edinburgh,  and  in  Paris,  and  throughout 
the  kingdom  of  Sweden  (mj. 

On  the  other  hand,  at  Marfeilles,  and  at  Montpellier,  the 
monthly  mortality  is  ftated  to  vary  as  follows  (n)  : 


Marfeilles. 

Montpellier. 

January  - - 

- 1,801 

1 

1 

CO 

February  - - 

- M97  - 

- - 77  4 

March  - - 

- i,7°4  - 

- - 696 

April  - - 

1,681 

- - 694 

May  - 

- i,5°4  - 

- - 6 73 

June  - 

- 1,465  - 

- - . 769 

July  - - 

1,881 

- - 1,038 

Auguft  - - 

- 1,849  - 

* - 1,114 

September  - 

- I>725  - 

- - 1,100 

O6tober  - 

- 1,668  - 

- - 1,093 

November  - 

- 1 »765  - 

- - 1,040 

December  - 

- 1,659  - 

- - 950 

Is 

(m)  Price  on  Revcrfionary  Payments,  Vol.II.  p.  271.  5th  edit,  where  obferve 
that  the  words  former  and  latter  are  tranfpofed. 

(n)  Mem.  de  la  Soc.  Roy.  de  Medicine,  ann.  1777  & 1781. 

H 
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Is  the  difference  between  this  table  and  the  former,  occafioned 
by  the  different  temperature  of  the  places,  from  whence  the 
accounts  are  drawn?  In  very  cold  climates,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  coldefl  part  of  the  year  is  the  feafon  mofl  to  be  appre- 
hended. For  increafe  the  cold  but  a little,  and  it  becomes 
quite  inconfiflent  with  human  life.  But  all  the  accounts  we- 

, i 

have  of  places  luffering  from  exceflive  heat,  agree  in  deferr- 
ing the  autumn  as  the  time  of  their  greatefl  mortality.  Now, 
it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  with  regard  to  temperature,  as  in 
mofl  other  things,  that  fome  degree  of  heat  intermediate  be- 
tween thefe  extremes  mufl  be  mofl  congenial  to  the  human 
frame  ; and  that  as  any  climate  approaches  nearer  to  the  one, 
or  the  other  limit,  it  will  naturally  partake  more  of  their 
refpe&ive  inconveniences.  This  mufl  not  be  fo  underflood, 
as  if  it  were  meant  to  preclude  the  operation  of  other  caufes. 
Many  circumflances  peculiar  to  particular  fituations,  will  no 
doubt  often  have  a much  fuperior  influence  in  determining 
their  falubrity,  or  unwholefomenefs.  Still,  where  thefe  are 
equal,  there  is  fome  ground  to  believe  that  the  effe£ls  before 
mentioned  do  in  fa6t  take  place* 

2.  Under  two  years  of  age,  there  die  mofl  either  in  January 
February  and  March,  or  elfe  in  September  and  Odlober. 

It  fhould  be  noticed  that  baptifms,  and  I prefume  births, 
are  ufually  more  numerous  in  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
than  in  the  fubfequent  parts  of  it ; as  appears  from  the 
concurrent  teflimony  of  the  London  Bills  (n*J9.  and  of  thofe 

kept 


( n *)  Short’s  Obf.  p.  176. 
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kept  in  various  parts  of  the  country  foj,  and  from  the  regifters 
of  the  whole  kingdom  of  Sweden  (p). 

This,  if  we  refleft  on  the  great  mortality  among  children 
in  the  fird  two  or  three  months  from  their  birth,  will  in  fome 
meafure  account  for  the  excefs  of  their  burials  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year.  But  when  the  number  again  increafes  in 
September  and  06tober,  I apprehend  that  may  truly  be 
looked  upon  as  the  feafon  more  efpecially  prejudicial  to 
young  children.  It  is  at  this  time  that  bowel  complaints  are 
mod  prevalent  in  perfons  of  all  ages  ( p * ) ; and  when  it  is 
conbdered  how  large  a part  they  conditute  of  the  difeafes  of 
infants,  it  feems  by  no  means  improbable  that  the  general 
caufe  fhould  be  capable  of  producing  this  particular  eff e<5l. 

3.  Of  thofe  aged  above  fixty  years,  by  much  the  greated 
number  die  in  the  colded  months,  and  the  fewed  in  the 
middle  of  dimmer. 

• 1 1 

There  can  be  little  doubt  but  this  ought  to  be  attributed 
to  the  degree  of  cold.  For  univerfally  old  people,  above 
all  others,  are  mod  lendbly  affe&ed  by  it. 

How  much  they  differ  from  children  in  this  refpe&,  cannot 
be  fhewn  more  evidently  than  by  a comparifon  of  their  re- 

fpedlive 

(0)  Short’s  Obf.  p.  142.  (p)  price  on  Rever.  Payments,  Vol.  II.  p.  271. 

(P*)  See  p.  54. 
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fpe&ive  numbers  during  the  correfponding  months  of  January  „ 
1795  and  1796.  For  of  thefe  two  fucceflive  winters,  the 
month  of  January  has  in  one  inftance  been  the  coldeft,  and  in 
the  other  the  warmed:,  of  which  any  regular  account  has  ever 
been  kept  In  this  country.  The  following  Table  exhibits  at 
one  view  the  mean  height  of  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer  in 
London  for  each  week  of  the  two  years,  together  with  the 
whole  number  of  deaths,  the  deaths  of  perfons  above  fixty 
years  old,  and  the  deaths  of  children  under  two  years 


1 7 9 5- 

\ _ 

1 7 9 6. 

f 

Week 

ending 

Mean  Heat. 

) 

Whole  N° 
of  Deaths. 

Aged 

above 

60. 

Under 

z 

lYears. 

r 

Week 

ending 

Mean  Heat. 

Whole  No 
ef  Deaths. 

Aged 

above 

60. 

h 

Under 

z 

Years. 

Morn.  Noon. 

\ 

Morn.  Noon. 

6 Jan. 

2S°— 29° 

244 

51 

66 

5 Jan. 

4O0 — 46°  v 

300 

35 

IOO 

X3  Jan- 

26° — 320 

532 

i39 

129 

12  Jan. 

4*° — 49° 

273 

37 

87 

20  Jan. 

240— 30° 

637 

*45 

1 41 

19  Jan* 

48°— 53° 

313 

29 

1 *3 

27  Jan. 

i>9°— 27 0 

543 

i43 

128 

2 6 Jan. 

47° — 5 2° 

257 

20 

96 

3 Feb. 

25° — 37° 

867 

239 

153 

2 Feb. 

4i°— 49° 

328 

32 

1 10 

Total 

, 

23°—  29°-4 

1,323 

7i7 

6 17 

Total 

43°-5—5o0-1 

1,47 1 

153 

506 

1 

From  hence  it  appears,  Firft,  that  old  perfons  are  affe&ed  by 
the  cold  much  fooner  than  children  ; for  in  the  very  frffc, 
week  of  1795,  the  proportion  they  bear  to.  the  whole  number 

of 


I 
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of  deaths  is  very  nearly  twice  as  great  as  in  the  fucceeding 
year.  Secondly,  that  while  the  mortality  of  the  aged  was 
five  times  greater  in  one  year  than  in  the  other,  the  number 
of  infants  dying  in  the  firft  year  exceeded  thofe  in  the  fecond 
by  only  one-fifth  part.  So  that  the  ratio  of  their  refpective 
increafe  was  as  five-and-twenty  to  one  (q). 

It  may  be  thought  fatisfa&ory  to  add,  that  the  different: 
mortality  in  the  two  years  from  which  this  comparifon  is 
drawn,  cannot  be  accounted  for  from  any  accidental  fluctu- 
ation of  the  number  of  people  refident  in  London,  nor  from  . 
any  irregularity  in  the  bills  themfelves.  On  either  of  thefe 
fuppofitions,  the  chrifienings  mufl  have  undergone  a correr 
iponding  rife  and  fall ; but  they,  during  the  fame  five  weeks, 

. neither  exceeded  their  ufual  number  in  the  one  cafe,  nor  fell 
fhort  of  it  in  the  other.  In  1 795,  they,  amounted  in  this  > 
time  to  1,622;  and  in  1796,10  1,650. 

' * • < ) , < 1 4 f #.  v / 1 1 1 . , r.  , : -f  , . 

4.  The  number  of  deaths  by  palfies  and  apoplexies  is  in 
this  country  always  greatefl  in  winter. 

This  is  probably  becaufe  it  is  a difeafe  of  old  age,  and  is  • 
confequently  increafed,  and  diminifhed,  by  the  fame  caufes, 
which  influence  the  general  mortality  at  that  time  of  life. 
At  Marfeilles,  not  only  the  whole  number  of  deaths,  but  thofe 

alfo 

(q)  Some  farther  account  of  the  effefts  of  cold  may  be  feen  in  the  Philofophicai 
Tranfa&ions  for  the  year  1796,  p.  279. 


* 
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alfo  occafioned  by  apoplexies  and  palfies,  .are  greateft  in  the 

« * * 

fummerfrj. 

. * . ' y # 

Consumptive  people  are  of  courfe  fufferers  by  cold  ; 
and  though  they ’are  not  fo  foon  affefted  from  this  caufe  as  the 
afthmatic  and  aged,  yet  their  numbers  in  the  bills  are  always 
greateft  in  the  cold  months*  4 

6.  However  the  number  of  bowel  complaints  have  been 
leftened  within  the  laft  hundred  years,  we  ftill  find  them  moft 
frequent  in  September  and  Odlober* 

In  all  hot  countries  thefe  diforders  are  obferved  to  be  more 
common,  and  more  violent,  than  they  are  with  us ; and  here 
in  England  they  are  moft  prevalent  after  the  hotteft  fummers. 
This  was  the  cafe  in  1762,  and  again  in  1789,  1790,  and 
1800.  The  time  of  year  alfo  when  they  principally  occur 
in  all  climates,  concurs  to  indicate  fome  connexion  fubfift- 
ing  between  them  and  the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere.  But 
what  this  is;  whether  the  heat  a6t  thus  upon  the  human 
body  by  occafioning  inflammation,  or  relaxation,  whether  by 
profufe,  or  by  morbid  fecretions,  or  by  what  other  means, 
I confefs  myfelf  unable  to  explain  ; notwithftanding  the  many 
pleafant  theories  about  the  nature  of  the  bile,  with  which  the 
books  on  Weft  Indian  difeafes  in  particular  are  filed. 

7.  The  remaining  difeafes,  of  which  an  account  has  been 
taken  in  the  Table,  feem  to  have  no  certain  increafe  or  de- 

creafe. 


(r)  Mem.  de  la  Soc.  Roy.  de  Med.  1777. 
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> creafe.  The  meafles  and  fmall  pox  are  exceedingly  various, 
and  without  any  apparent  relation  to  the  temperature, 
moifture,  or  other  fenfible  qualities  of  the  feafons.  The  fame 
is  in  general  true  of  fevers,  with  this  exception,  that  in  long 
and  fevere  winters  they  are  certainly  more  numerous,  for 
reafons  which  have  been  explained  elfewher z(sj.  Many 

poor  families  at  fuch  times  being  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 

% 

fhutting  themfelves  up,  perhaps  feveral  together,  in  a fmall 
room,  where  they  can  afford  to  burn  little  or  no  fire,  and 
where  their  beft  defence  againfi:  the  rigor  of  the  leafon  is  to 
preclude  as  much  as  pofiible  all  accefs  to  the  external  air. 

Convulsions  are  fo  much  made  up  of  children’s  deaths, 
that  they  follow  the  fame  courfe  which  has  been  obferved  to 
take  place  under  that  article  (t). 

From  the  weekly  table  of  mortality  we  are  enabled  to 
eorreCt  fome  popular  errors,  which  are  very  generally  preva- 
lent. One  of  thefe  is,  that  there  is  fomething  peculiarly 
wholefome  in  a fharp  frofi:  (u)  ; another,  that  wet  weather  is 
noxious  to  the  human  body,  and  in  particular  that  it  is  pro- 
ductive 

( s)  Medical  Tranfa&ions,  Vol.  III.  Obfervations  on  the  Jail  Fever,  by  John 
Hunter,  M.  D. 

(i)  “ Prefque  tous  les  enfants  qui  meurent  avant  Page  d’un  an,  et  meme  de 
H deux,  meurent  avec  des  convulfions;  Ton  dit  qu’ils  font  morts  des  convulfrons, , 
u et  Ton  a en  partie  raifon,”  &c.  Tiffot,  Avis  au  Peuple. 

(u)  Agreeable  to  this  is  the  proverb,  that  w A green  winter  makes  a fat 
w churchyard,”  See  Ray’s  Proverbs. 
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•iluctive  of  patrid  difeafes  (x).  After  what  has  been  flated 
above,  and  what  may  be  feen  more  at  large  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Tranfadtions  for  the  year  1796,  there  need  not  many 
.arguments  to  difprove  the  firft  of  thefe  opinions.  The  year 
1797  affords  a very  favourable  opportunity  of  afeertaining 
that  the  other  is  equally  unfounded.  That  year,  from  the 
middle  of  May,  was  one  of  the  wetted:  ever  remembered  ; 
yet  fo  far  was  this  from  rendering  it  prejudicial,  much  lefs 
peftilential,  that  whether  we  attend  to  the  united  fum  of  the 
deaths,  or  to  the  particular  articles  of  which  it  is  compofed, 
we  fhall  find  reafon  to  believe  it  was  in  every  refpe£t  a healthy 
vear.  The  fame  was  obferved  alfo  during  the  American  w?ar 
among  the  foldiers  encamped  at  Coxheath  in  Kent,  and  it  has 
occafionally  been  noticed  at  other  times  (jy).  The  miftake 
has  in  both  cafes  probably  originated  from  the  known  influence 
of  heat  and  moifture  in  promoting  putrefadlion,  and  they  are 

not 

* ' 

(x)  to  /tt£v  oho v 61  avxwi  ruv  turn  uyieivoreqoi.  Hippocr.  Aph.  fe£h  3.  1 5. 

'Natrn/xara  h ev  rtinv  eoro/xCgwcriv  ug  r a vrotoot  ymrai  'Tru^roi  re  (tangot,  xai  Koit-iyg  ovtr iegy 
<xzt  (rnnedoveg,  &c.  Ib.  16.  Thus  Hoffman  in  his  Medicina  Rationalis,  “ Aeri  in- 
ct  falubritas,  et  ad  ingignendos  putridos  morbos  aptituto,  inducitur  ex  crebra  ac 
<l  diuturna  aquarum  inundatione.”  4to.  Vol.  IV.  p.  262.  Many  other  autho- 
rities  might  be  produced  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

(y)  Dr.  Cuming  of  Dorchefter,  in  a letter  addrefled  to  Dr.  Fothergill  upon 
the  fubjedt  of  the  influenza  in  1775,  has  thefe  words  : w The  autumn  here  was 
44  very  wet,  as  the  quantity  of  rain  that  fell  here  during  the  months  of  Auguft, 

September,  Odtober,  and  November,  was  exactly  fourteen  inches  and  twenty- 
*4  feven  hundredth  parts.  This  circumftance,  joined  to  the  mild  temperature  of 
<4  the  air,  made  me  expedl  difeafes  of  a putrid  clafs,  but  in  this  I was  happily  dif- 
M appointed. **  Med.  Obf,  andEnq.  Vol.  VI. 
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not  the  only  indances  of  people  being  milled  by  a name. 
But  the  cook  ancl  the  chemid  fhould  be  informed,  that  argu- 
ments drawn  from  a kitchen  or  a laboratory  mud:  not  be  too 
confidently  transferred  to  the  operations  of  a living  body. 

• 

There  is  reafon  to  think  that  another  idea  has  been 
adopted  by  many  people  upon  not  much  better  grounds  than 
the  former.  For  it  has  been  imagined,  that  neither  heat,  nor 
cold,  are  in  themfelves  pernicious,  but  that  it  is  the  rapid 
tranfitions  from  one  to  the  other  which  are  alone  to  be  dread- 
ed (z).  If  this  opinion  carry  with  it  an  appearance  of  proba- 
bility, fuch  fa6ts  at  lead  as  are  afforded  by  the  bills  of  mor- 
tality, at  the  end  of  the  year  1796  and  beginning  of  1797 
do  in  no  wife  correfpond  with  it.  The  great  and  fudden 
changes  of  temperature  at  that  period  are  too  recent  to  be 
forgotten.  Before  the  middle  of  December  1796  it  froze 
hard  for  feveral  days,  and  prefently  after  thawed  again  : 
Chridmas  morning  will  long  be  memorable  for  the  greated 
cold  perhaps  ever  experienced  in  England,  Fahrenheit’s  ther- 
mometer in  London  danding  below  zero  ; but  in  lets  than 
a week  the  fame  thermometer  was  above  50°.  The  month  of 
January  following  continued  to  exhibit  frequent  and  very 
uncommon  variations  of  heat  and  cold  ; yet  the  mortality  all 
this  time  did  not  exceed  its  ufual  limits. 

1 

The  'fame  opinion  has  been  very  commonly  applied  to 
the  breaking  up  of  a long  frod ; people  in  general  being 
vmore  apprehenfive  of  bad  confequences  from  the  fucceeding 

thaw, 

(%)  ou  nETcxSohcti  tuv  vpew  'Timx'Ti  voo-ij^aTa.  Hippocr.  Aph.  3,  I. 
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thaw,  than  from  the  cold  itfelf.  But  this  admits  of  a fimilar 
anfwer  to  the  former.  For  the  froft  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1795  ended  with  the  month  of  February,  though  the 
weather  continued  indeed  to  be  colder  than  ufual  through- 
out the  March  following.  We  need  only  turn  our  eyes  to 
the  weekly  table,  to  fee  how  accurately  this  correfponds 
with  the  decreafe  of  the  mortality. 

The  annexed  extra£t  from  the  bills  of  mortality  for  the 
year  1 740,  fhews  that  the  fame  effe£ts  took  place  likewife 
during  the  hard  froft  which  is  known  to  have  fet  in  the  24th 
of  December  1739  (old  ftyle)  and  to  have  continued  till  the 
1 6th  of  February  1740.  In  this  cafe  alfo,  as  in  the  former*, 
the  fucceeding  fpring  was  cold  and  backward. 


Week 

ending 

Whole  N® 
of  Deaths. 

Aged 
above  60. 

i Jan. 

- 

- 

- 

- 543 

\ 

- 

f 

- 95 

8 Jan. 

- 

- 

- 

- 71 4 , 

- 

mm 

- 

- 120 

i 5 Jan- 

- 

— 

- 

- 777 

- 

- 

— 

- 163 

22  Jan. 

- 

mm 

- 

-■  691 

- 

- 

mm 

- 138 

29  Jan. 

- 

- 

- 

- 728 

- 

- 

- 

- 136 

5 Feb. 

1— 

- 

- 

- 813 

- 

■■  4 

- 

- 17+ 

12  Feb. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

CO 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- I7O' 

19  Feb. 

- 

- 

tm 

- 79+ 

- 

- 

- 

- l6o 

26  Feb. 

- 

- 

- 771 

- 

- 

- 

- 146* 

4 Mar. 

- 

- 

- 

- 767 

- 

- 

- 

- I l8 

1 1 Mar. 

- 

- 

- 

- 591 

■ft 

- 

- 104 

18  Mar. 

- 

- 

- 

- 754 

- 

- 

mm 

- 120 

25  Mar.. 

— 

- 

- 

- 620 

- 

•» 

/ 

- 

- 95 

Before 

Before  we  take  leave  of  this  fubjeft,  it  fhould  be  noticed, 
that  the  numbers  given  in  by  the  parifli  clerks  in  the  month 
of  December,  are  lefs  to  be  depended  upon,  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  year.  For,  the  yearly  account  being  made  up  to 
the  middle  of  that  month,  it  frequently  happens  that  parifhes, 
which  have  neglefted  to  make  any  returns  for  many  weeks 
together,  give  in  at  that  time  the  fum  of  the  baptifms  and 
burials  fince  their  lad:  report  ( a ).  And  as  if  the  difcharge  of 
this  debt  entitled  them  to  contraft  new  ones,  fimilar  omif- 
fions  are  more  common  in  the  two  or  three  weeks  imme- 
diately following,  than  at  any  other  period. 

i 

Some  judgment  may  be  formed  of  thefe  inaccuracies,  by 
comparifon  with  the  weekly  chriflenings.  For  whenever 
the  burials  fuffer  any  fudden  increafe,  or  diminution,  if  the 
baptifms  at  the  fame  time  undergo  a correfponding  change, 
threre  will  be  reafon  to  attribute  both  rather  to  the  irre<ru- 

o 

larity  of  the  parifh  clerks  reports,  than  to  any  real  alteration 
in  the  health  of  the  people. 

(a)  On  the  13th  of  Dec.  1796,  the  parifti  of  St.  George  in  Middlefex  gave 
m the  numbers  for  the  whole  year,  amounting  to  532, 
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PART  II. 


OF  THE  PLAGUE. 
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A T A B L E, 

Shewing  how  many  died  Weekly,  as  well  of  all  Difeafes,  as  of  the  Plague, 

in  the  Years  1 593,  1603,  1625,  1636,  and  1665. 

From  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 


1 5 9 j- 

• 1603. 

1625. 

1636. 

1 

665. 

Total. 

Plague. 

f 

Total. 

Plague. 

( 

Total. 

\ 

Plague. 

< 

Total. 

Plague. 

( 

Total. 

A 

Plague. 

June  2. 

410 

62 

II4 

30 

395 

69 

339 

77 

May  30. 

399 

17 

June  9. 

441 

8l 

131 

43 

434 

9* 

345 

87 

June  6. 

405 

4 3 

June  16. 

339 

99 

I44 

59 

510 

1 6 1 

381 

103 

June  13. 

558 

1 1 2 

June  23. 

401 

108 

182 

72 

640 

239 

304 

79 

June  20. 

6 1 1 

168 

June  30. 

850 

1 1 8 

267 

158 

942 

39° 

352 

104 

June  27. 

684 

267 

July  7- 

1440 

927 

445 

2fi3 

1 222 

593 

215 

81 

July  4- 

1006 

470 

July  14- 

1510 

893 

6 1 2 

424 

1781 

1004 

372 

104 

July  11. 

1,268 

727 

July  21. 

1491 

258 

1 186 

917 

28  50 

1819 

365 

1 20 

July  18. 

1761 

1089 

July  28. 

1507 

852 

1728 

1396 

3583 

247  1 

423 

'S' 

July  2 s- 

2785 

1843 

Aug.  4. 

1 5°3 

983 

2256 

1922 

45 1 7 

3659 

49 1 

206 

Aug.  1. 

3OI4 

2010 

Aug.  1 1. 

155° 

797, 

2077 

174s 

4855 

4115 

538 

283 

Aug.  8. 

4030 

2817 

Aug.  18. 

iij2 

651 

3054 

2713 

5205 

4463 

638 

321 

Aug.  1 5. 

53  * 91 

3880 

Aug.  25. 

1 508 

449 

2539 

4841 

42l8 

787 

429 

Aug.  22. 

5568 

4237 

Sept.  1. 

1490 

507 

3385 

3°3'5 

3897 

3344 

IOI  1 

638 

Aug.  29. 

7496 

6 102 

Sept.  8. 

1210 

563 

3078 

2724 

3*57 

2550 

1069 

6 50 

Sept.  5. 

8452 

6988 

Sept.  15. 

621 

45i 

3129 

28l8 

2148 

1672 

1306 

865 

Sept.  12. 

7690 

65  44 

Sept.  22. 

629 

349 

2456 

2195 

1994 

I55i 

1229 

775 

Sept.  19. 

8297 

7165 

Sept.  29. 

45° 

33° 

1961 

i732 

1236 

852 

1403 

928 

Sept.  26. 

6460 

5533 

Oft.  6. 

408 

327 

1831 

164I 

833 

538 

1405 

921 

Oft.  3. 

5720 

4929 

Oct.  13. 

422 

323 

1312 

1149 

815 

5*1 

1302 

792 

Oft.  10. 

5068 

4327 

Oft.  20. 

33° 

3°° 

766 

642 

65 1 

33i 

1002 

555 

Oft.  17. 

3219 

2665 

Oft*  27. 

320 

302 

625 

508 

375 

134 

900 

458 

Oft.  24. 

1806 

1421 

Nov.  3. 

3 10 

301 

737 

594 

357 

89 

1300 

838 

Oft.  31. 

1388 

1031 

Nov.  10. 

309 

209 

545 

442 

3i9 

92 

1 104 

7i5 

Nov.  7. 

1787 

1414 

Nov.  17. 

301 

107 

3g4 

251 

274 

48 

950 

573 

Nov.  14. 

'359 

1050 

Nov.  24. 

321 

93 

198 

io5 

231 

27 

857 

476 

Nov.  21. 

905 

652 

Dec.  1. 

3 49 

94 

223 

102 

1 90 

J5 

614 

321 

Nov.  28. 

544 

333 

Dec.  8. 

33i 

86 

163 

55 

1 8 r 

*5 

459 

167 

Dec.  5. 

428 

210 

Dec.  15. 

329 

7i 

200 

96 

168 

6 

385 

85 

Dec.  12. 

442 

243 

Dec.  22. 

386 

39 

168 

74 

1 57 

1 

Dec.  19. 

. 525 

28  1 

Whole  ] 
Year  3 

25886 

1 J5°3 

I 

37294 

3°s61 

5078 

354°3 

23359 

10400; 

Whole  7 
Year  J 

97306 

68596 

* 

The 


( 63  ) 


The  foregoing  Table  exhibits  a melancholy,  yet  a very 
imperfebl  pi&ure  of  what  the  people  of  this  country  formerly 
Suffered  from  the  Plague  (a).  It  is  a fubjebt  which  muff 
ever  be  interefting  to  humanity,  to  trace  out,  as  far  as  we 
are  able,  by  what  means  it  has  happened,  that  a difeafe 
which  was  once  fo  very  definitive,  ffiould  totally  have  dis- 
appeared for  now  confiderably  more  than  an  hundred  years. 
For  this  purpofe,  it  w'ill  be  neceffary  to  enter  at  Some  length 
into  the  hiflory  of  the  circumflances  attending  its  progrefs,  - 
and  to  look  back  if  poffible  to  its  true  origin. 

Many  difficulties  occur  in  the  profecution  of  this  enquiry. 
Each  country  is  unwilling  to  acknowledge  herfelf  the  parent 
of  fuch  an  odious  offspring.  From  this  part  of  Europe  we 
are  taught  to  look  to  Turkey  for  the  Source  of  this  evil. 
Enquire  there,  and  you  are  referred  either  to  Some  vague 
report  from  the  parts  about  the  Cafpian  Sea,  or  more  com- 
monly to  Egypt.  The  Egyptians,  on  the  other  hand,  will 
tell  you  they  receive  it  Sometimes  from  Turkey,  but  ufually 
from  Lybia,  or  Ethiopia  3 in  ffiort,  from  places  where  there  is 
nobody  to  contradibl  Such  a malicious  report.  In  this  manner 
Villani,  who  was  at  Some  pains  to  invefligate  the  origin  of 

a great 

(a)  In  the  City  Remembrancer  is  colkaed,  from  very  refpeaable  authorities, 
the  beft  hiftory  of  that  dreadful  time.  An  elegant  account  of  fimilar  miferies 
produced  from  the  fame  caufe  in  the  city  of  Florence  in  the  year  1 348,  may  be 
feen  in  the  Introduaion  to  the  Decamerone  of  Boccaccio. 


( 64  ) 


a great  plague  in  the  fourteenth  century,  was  referred  at  lad 
to  China,  and  was  told  that  it  was  there  occafioned  by  the 
burding  of  a great  ball  of  lire  attended  with  an  uncommon 
flench. 

Leaving  thefe  idle  dories,  if  we  direft  our  attention  to 
the  places  where  in  fa6l  it  has  prevailed,  we  fhall  find  its  head 
quarters  always  to  have  been  the  nafliefl  parts  of  dirty,  crowd- 
ed, ilhcondrudled,  large  cities.  Thus  Grand  Cairo,  and  Con- 
flantinople,  are  never  long  free  from  it ; and  thus  likewife 
when  it  has  attacked  other  places,  where  it  is  lefs  common, 
its  firfl  appearance  has  been  among  the  lowed:  of  the  people. 
There,  as  on  touchwood,  the  fpark  is  eafily  kindled,  and  pre- 
fently  blown  into  a flame.  44  Grand  Cairo  is  crowded  by  a 
44  .vad  number  , of  inhabitants,  who  for  the  mod  part  live  very 
“ poorly  and  naflily.  The  flreets  are  very  narrow  and  clofe, 
44  and  twenty  or  thirty  live  in  one  fmall  houfe.  It  is  fituated 
44  in  a fandy  plain  at  the  foot  of  a mountain,  which  by  keep- 
44  ing  off  the  winds,  which  would  refrefh  the  air,  makes  the 
44  heats  very  flifling.  Through  the  midd  of  it  pades  a great 
44  canal,  which  is  fdled  with  water  at  the  overflowing  of  the 
44  Nile,  and  after  the  river  is  decreafed,  is  gradually  dried  up. 
44  Into  this,  people  throw  all  manner  of  filth,  carrion,  &c. 
44  io  that  the  flench  which  rifes  from  this  and  the  mud  to^e- 

O 

44  ther  is  infufferably  offendve.  In  this  poflure  of  things,  the 
44  plague  every  year  condantly  preys  upon  the  inhabitants, 
44  and  is  only  dopped  when  the  Nile  by  overflowing  wadies 
44  away  this  load  of  filth  ; the  cold  winds,  which  fet  in  at 
o 44  the 


I 


( 65  ) 

u the  fame  time,  lending  their  affiftance  by  purifying  the 
“ var  (a*).”  The  plague  is  very  generally  oblerved  to  break 
out  at  Conftantinople  in  that  part  of  the  city  which  is  low 
and  marfhy  (b).  And  there,  as  every  w here  elfe,  “ nitidaj 
“ redes  baud  reque  facile  inficiuntur,  ac  fordidae  (c)”  Black- 
more  takes  notice  that  the  impurity  and  fdth,  which  accom- 
panied the  gallies  and  (laves  at  Marfeilles,  fdled  the  air  with 
offenlive  fmells  eafily  perceivable  by  thofe  that  palled  along 
the  adjoining  (bore  : and  in  1720,  the  plague  broke  out  there 
in  a part  of  the  town  thronged  by  the  pooreft  people  (d).  At 
Aleppo,  it  always  begins  in  the  Keifarias  and  Judeda : the 
former  are  fmall  huts  with  few  or  no  windows,  which  (land 
crowded  together,  and  are  inhabited  by  the  lowed  Arabs ; 
the  latter  are  the  dwellings  of  the  inferior  Jews,  “ whofe 
“ houfes  are  fmall ; or  if  large,  the  different  apartments  are 
“ crowded  with  different  families ; many  of  them  are  more 
“ than  a ftory  below  the  level  of  the  ffreet,  in  a condition 
u half  ruinous,  dirty  in  the  extreme,  damp,  and  badly  aired  ; 
“ and  the  wretched  inhabitants  are  clothed  with  rags  (e)d' 9 
In  Holftein,  in  1764,  it  frff  appeared  at  RenfKurg  among  the 
prifoners,  “ propter  deli&a  ad  operas  publicas  damnatos  (f). 
At  Mofcow,  it  broke  out  “ in  domo  ampliffima,  quae  infer- 

tc  viebat, 

(a  ) The  City  Remembrancer.  This  account  is  confirmed  by  Alpinus, 
Pococke,  Irwin,  and  a variety  of*  other  teftimonies. 

(b)  The  City  Remembrancer. 

(cj  Timone  on  the  Plague  at  Conftantinople,  Phil.  Tranf.  abr.  Vol.  VII. 

(d)  City  Remembrancer.  (e)  Ruftel  on  the  Plague. 

(f)  Waldfchmidt  de  fingularibus  quibufdam  Peflis  Holfati*.  Haller  Dif> 
putat.  Vol.  V. 

tv 
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“ viebat  confciendis  pannis  pro  militibns ; tria  hominum 
“ millia  utriufq;  fexus  huic  labori  operabantur,  quorum  tertia 
“ pars  circiter  pauperrima  in  inferiore  parte  domus  habita- 
44  bat  (g).  In  London,  the  plagues  of  1626,  and  1636, 
broke  out  at  Whitechapel,  a part  of  the  town  which  abounded 
with  poor,  and  with  flaughter-houfes  : that  of  1665  is  faid  to 
have  broke  out  firfl  at  St.  Giles’s  ; and  there  it  would  pro- 
bably again  break  out,  if  ever  we  fhould  fuffer  fuch  another 
calamity. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  plague  is  infedfious  ; and 
it  would  be  eafy  to  point  out  the  way  in  which  it  may  be  in- 
troduced by  foreign  contagion.  Indeed  the  correfpondence  of 
the  dates  of  our  laft  great  plagues,  with  thofe  of  Amjferdamy 
affords  a flrong  preemption,  either  that  one  of  thefe  cities 
mull  have  received  the  infedtion  from  the  other,  or  that  both 
of  them  received  it  from  fome  common  fource.  Yet  it  fhould 
be  remembered,  that  it  is  by  no  means  fo  eafily  imported,  as 
the  fears  of  moil  people  incline  them  to  believe.  Nor,  be- 
caufe  a perfon  labouring  under  the  plague  may  communicate 
the  poifon  to  goods,  and  fuch  goods  afterwards  to  other  people, 
does  it  by  any  means  follow  that  either  of  thefe  effedts  muff 
neceffarily  take  place.  We  have  many  reafons  to  perfuade  us 
to  the  contrary.  For  if  a fugle  bale  of  cotton  be  fuppofed 
capable  of  introducing  the  difeafe  ; who  could  efcape  from 
the  infedlion,  which  had  been  harboured  in  the  furniture  of  a 
whole  city  during  the  continuance  of  a plague  ? Neverthelefs 

we 

(g)  Mertens,  Obfervationes  Medicae  de  Pefte  Mofcuenfe* 
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we  read  that  when  the  plague  was  in  Italy,  the  Neapolitans 
ufed  no  artifice  to  purify  either  their  goods,  or  houfes  ; yet 
the  difeafe  ceafed  among  them  as  entirely  as  in  the  befb  regu- 
lated towns.  So  Profper  Alpinus,  fpeaking  of  the  plague  in 
Egypt,  fays,  “ Junio  vero  menfe,  qualifcunque  et  quanta- 
“ cunque  fit  ibi  peftilentia,  foie  primam  cancri  partem  ingre- 
66  diente,  omnino  tollitur,  quod  multis  plane  divinum  effe  non 
u immerito  videtur.  Sed  quod  etiam  valde  mirabile  creditur, 
“ omnia  fupelle6tilia  peflifero  contagio  infe&a  tunc  nullum 
“ contagii  eiTedum  in  earn  gentem  edunt.”  In  Syria  alio, 
where  it’s  returns  are  very  frequent,  yet  from  September  to 
March  it  is  fcarcely  ever  feen  : and  Dr.  Ruffcl  tells  us  that  in 
the  winter  time,  when  infe&ed  perlons  have  come  to  places 
about  Aleppo,  fome  of  whom  have  died  in  the  families  where 
they  lodged,  the  diflemper  by  fuch  means  was  not  propa- 
gated. Diemerbroeck  likewife  obferves,  that  when  the  plague 
has  been  excited  out  of  its  proper  feafon,  it  has  not  Ipread. 
The  fame  thing  is  confirmed  by  the  foregoing  Table,  and  I 
believe  by  the  htftories  of  the  plague  in  all  large  towns  of 
Europe.  For  its  chief  force  has  always  been  felt  in  the  fum- 
mer  and  autumn  *.  Afterwards,  “ le  carnage  diminue,  la 

“ maladie 

I 

* May  not  this  influence  of  the  feafons  on  difeafes,  be  the  real  caufe  of  the 
ftrange  and  contradictory  accounts  we  have  received  concerning  the  cure  of  the 
Yellow  Fever  in  the  Weft  Indies  ? Accounts  which  only  agree  in  this,  that  the 
moft  obvious  methods  of  treatment  are  wrong.  It  is  reafonablo  to  fuppofe,  that 
phyficians  there  would  firft  make  trial  of  the  remedies  moft  approved  in  fimilar 
difeafes  in  other  places  ; yet  we  find  they  all  failed.  And  why  ? Becaufe  the  epide- 
mic v\as  then  at  it  s height.  But  afterwards,  all  their  different  modes  of  practice  as 
univerfally  lucceeded.  For  when  the  dileafe  began  to  decline,  the  mortality  of  it- 

K 2 felf 
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<c  maladie  devient  plus  traitable,  les  acciclens  font  moins 
“ preffans,  & le  plus  grand  nombre  de  ceux  qui  en  font 
“ atteints,  echappe  au  danger  (g*J” 

i 

But  a proper  fbite  of  the  air  is  not  the  only  circumftance 

i 

neceffary  to  promote  the  operation  of  contagion.  During  the 
epidemical  conftitution,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  good  diet, 
and  good  fpirits,  and  cleanlinefs,  and  frefh  air,  and  proper 
clothing,  and  exercife,  may  all  contribute  to  render  the  body 
lefs  fufceptible  of  difeafe.  The  feeds  of  which,  like  thofe  of 
vegetables,  will  then  only  fpring  up  and  thrive,  when  they 
fall  upon  a foil  convenient  for  their  growth.  44  In  folam 
4‘  plebem,  ut  femper  fere  accidit,  fasviit  peftis  Mofcuenfs  ; 
“ inter  nobiles,  et  ditiores  mercatores,  neminetn  fere,  praeter 
“ paucos  valde  incautos  invafit  ( h )”  Likewife  at  Mar- 
feilles,  44  la  pefte  ft  fes  plus  grands  ravages  dans  les  quartiers 
44  habites  par  le  menu  peuple  (i}”  The  fame  has  been 
found  to  be  true  univerfallv. 

Every  medical  man  will  readily  acknowledge  the  diffi- 
culty of  afcertaining  the  true  caufe  of  almoft  any  difeafe  ; 
and  with  refpecl  to  that  under  confideration,  the  difficulty  is 

on 

felf  became  much  lefs ; and  of  thofe  who  died,  mofi  lingered  on  for  a confiderable 
time  beyond  their  ufual  period.  Which  exactly  correfponds  with  what  has  at  all 

times  been  reported  of  the  plague,  under  every  variation  of  medicine,  and 

\ 

climate. 

(g*)  Fournier,  Obf.  fur  la  Pefle. 

( h ) Mertens,  de  Pefte  Mofcucnle0 

(i ) Traite  de  la  Pefte. 
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on  many  accounts  much  increafed.  For  intereft,  the  moffc 
powerful  of  all  motives  in  a commercial  ftate,  interferes  in 
oppofing  our  enquiries.  The  early  rifings  of  the  plague  are 
always  endeavoured  to  be  concealed,  in  order  to  prevent  that 
interruption  of  trade,  which  neceffarily  takes  place,  where  it  is 
publicly  avowed.  66  La  pefte  n’eft  reconnue  dans  une  ville, 
“ que  lorfque  fes  ravages  fe  multiplient.  D’abord  elle  n’en- 
“ leve  que  peu  de  malades  ; leur  petit  nombre  n’attire  pas  l’at- 
66  tention  ; les  doutes  occupent  quelque  terns  Telq^rit  : le  mal 
“ eft-ilavere,  des  raifons  d’interet  le  font  deguifer.  C’eft  ainfi 
“ que  la  maladie  fait  des  progres  fecrets,  elle  fe  glide, ” &c.  (k). 

Now,  that  the  plague  was  ever  actually  bred  in  London, 
it  might  be  odious  to  affert,  and  would  be  impoffible  to  prove. 
But  to  any  one  who  refledts  upon  it’s  frequent  returns  in 
this  capital  until  the  latter  end  of  the  feventeenth  century, 
and  it’s  total  abfence  fince,  notwithftariding  the  great  increafe 
of  our  trade  by  which  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  imported  5 it 
muff  I think  appear  probable,  that  if  it’s  origin  were  derived 
from  foreign  contagion,  at  lead:  it’s  propagation  ought  in  great 
meafure  to  be  attributed  to  fome  predifpofition  of  the  town  in 
thofe  days,  which  has  fince  been  corredted.  Any  improve- 
ments which  our  quarantine  laws  may  have  undergone,  are 
by  no  means  adequate  to  fuch  an  effect  (l).  But  there  have 
not  been  wanting  many  more  powerful  caufes. 

. In 

( k ) Traite  de  la  Pefte. 

(l)  See  this  matter  difcufled  in  Mr.  Howard’s  Obfervations  on  Lazarettos, 
and  in  Eton’s  Survey  of  the  Turkifh  Empire. 
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In  1389,  the  ftreets  of  London  were  fo  abufed  with  com- 
mon lav-flails,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  citizens,  that 
a proclamation  was  made  throughout  the  city  by  authority  of 
parliament,  “ that  no  perfon  whatever  fhould  prefume  to.  lay 
46  any  dung,  guts,  garbage,  offals,  or  any  other  ordure,  in  any 
*6  flreet,  ditch,  river,  &c.  upon  penalty  of  twenty  pounds,  to 
u be  recovered  by  an  information  in  chancery.”  In  1569, 
when  the  plague  was  in  London,  orders  were  iffued  “ to 
46  warne  all  inhabitants  againfl  their  houfes,  to  keep  channels 
“ clear  from  fylth  (by  onlie  turning  yt  afyde)  that  the  water 
u may  have  paffage.”  And  Erafmus,  in  a letter  to  Franc ifc us, 
Cardinal  Wolfey’s  phyfician,  afcribes  the  fweating  ficknefs, 
which  was  a fpecies  of  plague  fmj,  and  the  plague,  from 
which  England  was  hardly  ever  free,  in  great  meafure  to  the 
incommodious  form,  and  bad  expofition  of  their  houfes,  to  the 
filthinefs  of  the  flreets,  and  to  the  fluttifhnefs  within  doors. 
u Conclavia  fola  fere  flrata  funt  argilla,  turn  fcirpis  paluftri- 
“ bus  (n),  qui  fubinde  lie  renovantur,  ut  fundamentum  maneat 
“ aliquoties  annos  viginti  fub  fe  fovens  fputa,  vomitus,  mic- 

“ turn 

(m)  The  years  in  which  the  fweating  ficknefs  more  particularly  prevailed, 
were  1485,  1506,  1517,  1528,  1551.  Dr.  Caius  muft  probably  have  been  mif- 
taken  when  he  mentions  in  his  treatife,  “ De  Ephemera  Britannica,”  one  cir- 
cumftance  entirely  contrary  to  what  has  occurred  in  any  plague  of  which  I have 
yet  feen  an  account,  tc  Nam  miferam  illam  et  jejunam  plebeculam  belli  pacifque 

laboribus  duratam,  aut  omnino  non  attigit,  aut  fine  gravi  noxa  vel  peri- 

culo.” 

\ 

(n ) Hentzner,  fpeaking  of  the  prefence  chamber  at  Greenwich  palace  in  the 
time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  obferves  that  u the  floor,  after  the  Englifli  fafliion, 
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“ turn  canmn  et  hominum,  proje&am  cerevifiam,  et  pifcium 
16  reliquias,  aliafque  forties  non  nominandas.”  This  pidture 
of  the  naftinefs  of  the  town  will  be  yet  heightened  by  conli- 
dering  the  frate  of  the  buildings  before  the  great  fire  of  1 6 6 6. 
The  flreets  were  narrow,  and  crooked,  and  many  of  them  un- 
paved ; the  houfes  were  built  of  wood,  and  lofty ; they  were 
dark,  irregular,  and  ill  contrived  ; with  each  flory  hanging 
over  the  one  below,  fo  as  almof:  to  meet  at  top,  and  thereby 
preclude  as  much  as  poffible  all  accefs  to  a purer  air ; they 
were  befides  furnifhed  with  enormous  figns,  which  by  hang- 
ing into  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  contributed  not  a little  to 
prevent  all  ventilation  below.  The  fewers  at  the  fame  time 
were  in  a very  neglected  fate,  and  the  drains  all  ran  above 
ground.  Add  to  which,  the  metropolis,  which  now  enjoys 
fuch  a plentiful  fupply  of  water  laid  into  every  houfe,  had 
till  many  years  fubfequent  to  the  bringing  in  of  the  New 
River  in  1613,  been  but  fcantily  furnifhed  with  this  firft 
of  luxuries  foj. 

We  are  enabled  to  form  fome  judgment  of  the  effect  of 
this  fate  of  things  upon  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  by  con- 

hdering 

1 

<c  was  ftrewed  with  hay/*  The  fame  cuftom  is  alluded  to  by  Shakfpeare,  and 
Ben  Johnfon  ; alfo  by  Dryden,  in  his  Tale  of  the  Cock  and  the  Fox  : 

“ Her  parlour  window  (tuck  with  herbs  around, 

“ Of  fav’ry  fmell ; and  rujhes  flrew’d  the  ground” 

It  is  probable  that  in  earlier  times  this  had  not  been  peculiar  to  England.  Boc- 
caccio, defcribing  the  villa  to  which  the  perfonages  of  his  Decamerone  retired 
from  the  plague  at  Florence,  in  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  fays,  “ II 
“ quale  tutto  fp^zzato,  e neile  camere  i letti  fatti,  ed  ogni  cofa  de  fiori,  quali 
u nella  ftagione  fi  potevano  avere,  piena,  c di  glunchi  giunchata”  Sic. 

(0)  This  account  of  London  is  chiefly  taken  from  Ivlaitland’s  Hiftory, 
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fidering  the  nature  of  the  difeafes  which  were  then  prevalent, 
Burnet  fays,  in  his  Hidory  of  the  Reformation,  that  in  the 
laft  year  of  Queen  Mary’s  reign, * “ Intermitting'  fevers  were 
44  fo  univerfal  and  contagious,  that  they  raged  liked  a plague.” 
Have  we  any  idea  of  fuch  a thing  at  prefent  ? Morton  a fibres 
us,  that  remittent  fevers  were  very  dedrudive  for  feveral 
years  before  the  great  plague  of  1665.  In  1658  Oliver  Crom- 
well died  of  this  fever  : and  he  tells  us  his  own  father  alio 
died  of  it,  and  that  himfelf  and  his  whole  family  were  infed- 
ed,  44  matrem  pientiffimam,  fratres,  forores,  fervos,  ancillas, 
44  nutrices  conduditias,  quotquot  erant  intra  eofdem  nobif- 
4t  cum  parietes,  ac  fere  omnes  ejufdum,  ac  vicinorum  pago- 
44  rum  incolas,  hoc  veneno  infedos,  et  decumbentes  vidi.” 
lie  proceeds  to  fay,  that  the  cold  weather  afterwards  checked 
this  difeafe  ; yet  the  feeds  of  it  feem  to  have  been  by  no  means 
dedroyed  : they  dill  continued  to  diew  themfelves  under  a 
different  form  ; 44  durante  enim  bruma,  intermittentes,  quar- 
44  tanas,  tertianas,  quotidianas,  ab  ejufdem  veneni  mitiore 
44  gradu  oriundas,  fere  aeque  epidemias  videre  erat,  ac  in  au- 
44  tumno  <rure%ea?,  feu  remittentes ; neque  mehercule  fasviente 
44  gelu  penitus  defecerunt  idas  febres  continentes.  Atque 
44  equidem  hancce  febrem  hoc  pado  fub  typo  a-vve^e®*,  prae- 
44  fertim  fimplicis  et  legitirme,  quotidianae  fcilicet,  vel  ter- 
44  tianae,  maxime  vulgarem  dude,  et  tempore  autumnali  plus 
44  minus  epidemiam,  ufque  ad  annum  1664  obfervavi.”  He 
informs  us  likewife,  that  in  the  two  years  immediately  fuc- 
ceeding  the  great  plague,  dyfenteries  were  very  frequent ; 
fo  that  in  the  autumn  of  1667  44  civitas  fere  univerfa  hoc 

44  morbo 
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“ morbo  corrcpta  videbatur,  atque  dngulis  feptimanis  345 
“ plus  minus  fluxu  et  torminibus  confedli  fatis  cedebant.” 
Afterwards  we  are  told  the  fame  difeafe  returned  every  au- 
tumn attended  by  nearly  the  fame  mortality.  Major  Graunt, 
whole  Oblervations  on  the  Bills  of  Mortality  were  publifhed 
in  1662,  fays,  44  The  difeafes  which,  befides  the  plague, 
46  make  years  unhealthful  in  this  city,  are,  fpotted  fevers, 
44  fmall  pox,  dyfentery,  called  by  fome  the  plague  in  the 
44  guts;  and  the  unhealthful  feafon  is  autumn.”  From  Sy- 
denham we  learn  that  from  1661  to  1664  agues  were  epide- 
mical in  London,  and  again  from  1677  to  1685.  This  may 
be  looked  upon  as  the  flighted:  of  the  effe6ls  of  putrid 
moidure  : and  even  to  this  we  are  at  prefent  almod  drangers, 
unlefs  among  thofe  who  come  from  the  marfhy  parts  of  the 
country.  The  fame  author  informs  us  the  dyfentery  was 
epidemical  four  years  together ; and  the  bills  of  mortality  of 
that  time  (hew  the  fum  of  the  deaths  under  the  titles  of  bloody 
flux  and  griping  in  the  guts,  which  mud:  both  of  them  be 
conlidered  as  dyfentery,  never  to  have  been  lefs  than  1,000 
in  a year,  and  fome  years  to  have  exceeded  4,000  ; and  for 
five-and-twenty  years  fuccefdvely,  from  1667  to  1692,  the 
number  every  year  amounts  to  above  2,000.  At  the  fame 
time  we  are  told  that  in  the  jail  of  Newgate  a contagious 
fever  ufed  to  break  out  annually  in  hot  weather  ; and  that  the 
fame  was  true  of  mod  jails  in  Europe  fp).  Befides  the  well- 
known  black  afdze  at  Oxford  in  1577,  there  happened  a 
fecond  black  afdze  only  two  years  after,  from  which  up- 
wards 


(p)  The  City  Remembrancer, 
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%vards  of  500  perions  died.  And  Dr.  Plott  fuggefts  as  a pro- 
bable  reafon  for  the  unhealthinefs  of  Oxford  at  that  time, 
that  the  city  was  very  much  thronged,  and  all  manner  of 
cattle  ufed  to  be  killed  within  the  walls,  and  their  dunce  and 
offals  were  buffered  to  lie  in  the  public  ftreets.  The  true 
fcurvy,  which  is  now  unknown  in  London,  is  alfo  juftly 
attributed,  along  with  other  caufes,  to  a putrid  atmofphere. 
And  it  is  of  this  that  Hodges  fpeaks  in  his  account  of  the 
plague  of  1665,  when  he  tells  us,  44  epidemica  multo  aute 
44  apud  nos  affediio  fcorbutica.”  So  Hentzner,  in  his  Travels 
at  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  obferves  that  the  Englifh 
44  are  often  molefted  with  the  fcurvy.”  Willis,  who  wrote  a 
particular  treatife  on  this  fubjedt,  deferibes  it  in  all  its  charac- 
teriffic  features  as  being  very  common  : 44  aegritudo  multis  in 
44  locis  (Anglic)  endemia,  et  ubique  fere  fporadica.”  Charle- 
ton  alfo  declares,  44  fcorbutus  in  his  regionibus  feptentrionali- 
44  bus  eft  morbus  endemius.”  Many  other  authorities  might 
be  produced  to  the  fame  effedt. 

Examine  then  how  far  the  plague  kept  pace  with  thefe 
other  difeafes.  In  the  early  part  of  our  hiftory,  a great  num- 
ber of  years  are  fpecihed  as  plague  years  (q).  In  the  four- 
teenth, fifteenth,  and  fixteenth  centuries,  there  fcarcely  paffed 
ten  years  without  a confiderable  plague.  The  greateft  plague 
years  of  the  feventeenth  century  were  1603,  1625,  1636, 
and  1665  ; in  which  the  mortality  is  reported  to  have 

/ „ 1 

been 


(q)  See  the  City  Remembrancer. 
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been  refpe&ively  36,000,  35,000,  10,000,  and  68,000  (q*J. 
But  we  muft  not  imagine  the  difeafe  was  accidentally  im- 
ported juft  at  thofe  periods,  and  that  at  other  times  London 
was  perfectly  free.  The  fame  bills  of  mortality,  and  the  tef- 
timony  of  all  hiftory,  pofitively  contradict  fuch  an  opinion. 
In  1603,  the  deaths  by  the  plague  amounted,  as  we  have 
faid,  to  36,000  ; in  1604  there  died  by  the  fame  difeafe  900  ; 
in  1605,  400;  in  1606,  2,000;  in  1607,  2,000;  in  1608, 
2,000  ; in  1609,  4,000  ; in  1610,  1,800;  and  from  1640  to 
1648,  the  number  was  every  year  above  1,000.  I would  not 
be  underftood  to  infinuate  that  the  mortality  was  always  fo 
great,  as  in  the  years  here  mentioned.  There  might  pafs 
fome  years  without  any  perfon  dying  of  the  difeafe.  I am 
difpofed  to  believe  however,  that  the  number  of  thefe  muft 
have  been  much  fewer  than  moft  people  are  aware  of. 
Maitland,  in  his  Hiftory  of  London,  declares  that  for  five- 
and-twenty  years  before  the  fire  of  1666,  the  city  had  never 
been  clear  from  the  plague.  And  from  the  year  1603,  when 
the  regifter  begins,  till  1670,  the  bills  of  mortality  exhibit 
only  three  years  entirely  free  : though  it  muft  be  confefted 
the  mortality  in  fome  others  is  fo  fmall  as  to  leave  room  to 
’doubt  whether  the  caufe  of  thofe  deaths  may  not  have  been 
•miff  eprefen  ted. 

' The 

(q*J  There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  thefe  numbers,  great  as  they  appear,  are 
confiderably  under  the  truth.  Lord  Clarendon  fays,  that  « many,  who  could 
“ compute  very  well,  concluded  there  were  in  truth  double  that  number  who 
<c  died.”  Hfft.  of  his  own  Life. 
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The  plague  therefore,  as  well  as  other  putrid  difeafes,, 
prevailed  in  a very  high  degree  in  times  when  we  know  the 
condition  of  the  town  to  have  been  moft  ofFenfively  dirty. 
And  it  is  pleafing  to  obferve  how  the  health  of  the.  inhabi- 
tants returned,  in  proportion  as  this  caufe  of  their  complaints 
was  removed.  In  September  1666,  while  the  plague  was  yet 
unfubdued,  happened  the  memorable  fire  of  London.  It 
raged  for  feveral  days  together,  till  it  had  confumed  every 
thing  from  the  Tower  to  Temple  Bar.  This,  which  was  at 
fir  ft  looked  upon  as  a fcourge  from  Heaven,  has  fince  proved 
indeed  a moft  gracious  bleffing..  Great  pains  were  taken,  and. 
much  encouragement  was  given  by  the  king,  to  obtain  proper 
plans  for  rebuilding  the  city.  The  ftreets  were  widened  ; the 
fign-pofts  ordered  to  be  44  fixed  againft  the  balconies,  or  fome 
64  other  convenient  part  of  the  houfe,”  inftead  of  hanging 
acrofs ; directions  were  prefcribed  for  levelling  the  ftreets. 
44  for  the  more  eafy  and  convenient  current  and  conveyance 
44  of  the  waters proper  places  were  appointed  for  common 
lay-ftalls  ; ceft-pools  were  ordered  to  be  44  made  and  conti- 
44  nued  to  every  grate  of  the  common  fewer,  to  receive  the 
44  fand  or  gravel  coming  to  the  fame,,  fo  ta  prevent  the 
44  choaking  thereof  5”  orders  were  iftued  refpeCting  the  44  fel- 
44  lowfhip  of  carmen,  who  fhould  fweep  and  cleanfe  the 
44  ftreets,  lanes,  and  common  paflages,  from  dung,  foil,  filth, 
44  and  dirt  all  perfons  were  forbid  to  lay  in  the  ftreets 
44  any  dogs,  cats,  inwards  of  beafts,  cleaves  of  beafts’  feet, 
44  bones,  horns,  dregs  or  drofs  of  ale  or  beer,  or  any  noifome 
thing,  upon  pain  of  ten  (Killings  for  every  offence  it  was 

ordered 
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ordered  alfo,  “ that  no  man  (hall  feed  any  kine,  goats,  hogs,  or 
“ poultry  in  the  open  ftreets  u that  no  man  fhall  caft  into 
“ ditches  or  fewers,  grates  or  gullets,  of  the  city,  any  manner 
“ of  carrion,  linking  flefh,  rotten  oranges  or  onions,  rubbifti, 
u dung,  &c.  &c.”  that  no  man  “ fhall  make  or  continue 

any  widraughts,  feat  or  feats  for  houfes  of  eafement  over, 
“ or  drains,  into  any  common  fewers,  &x.”  and  other  regu- 
lations were  enforced  to  the  fame  effe<ft  (r)  ; by  which  means 
many  of  the  former  inconveniences  and  nuifances  were  reme- 
died. So  that  in  a few  years  the  new  town  role  up  like  a 
phoenix  from  the  fire  with  increafed  vigour  and  beauty.  Nor 
did  the  benefit  end  there  ; for  it  produced  in  the  country  a 
ipirit  of  improvement  which  had  till  then  been  unknown,  blit 
which  has  never  fince  ceafed  to  exert  itfelf. 

i 

Let  us  now  again  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  ftate  of 
difeafes.  Morton  relates  of  the  autumnal  fever  : “ Febris 
“ ovvexys  genuina  ab  anno  1665  (in  quopeftis,  veneno  ad  gra- 
“ dum  fumme  deleterium  provedo,  caput  fuum  extulit)  fere 
“ per  biennium  profligata  difparuit,  nec  amplius  recedente 
“ foie  graflata  eft  ut  ante.”  And  again  : “ Venenum  febri- 
u ferum  anno  1673  quadantenus  mitefcere  et  cicurari  vide- 
“ batur,  et  mitius  hue  ufque  (1692)  eft.”  And  the  gradual 
decreafe  of  the  dyfentery,  which  we  have  fhewn  to  have 
been  fo  very  deftru&ive,  though  already  taken  notice  of  in 
the  former  part  of  this  eftay,  is  too  much  to  the  purpofe 
not  to  be  repeated.  For  taking  together  the  three  difeafes  of 


( r ) See  Maitland’s  Hiftory  of  London. 
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bloody  flux,  colic,  and  gripes,  their  decline  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  eighteenth  century  has  been  nearly  as  follows  : 
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The  fame  bills  of  mortality,  fo  far  as  they  may  be  trufled 
in  an  article  confeffedly  liable  to  great  inaccuracy,  fhew  the 
decline  of  fcurvy  likewife  to  have  been  very  rapid.  The  firft 
twenty  bills,  that  is,  from  the  year  1657  to  the  year  16 77, 
give  an  average  of  fixty  deaths  every  year  under  this  head ; 
whereas  fince  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
number  has  fcarcely  exceeded  five,  or  fix-  It’s  decreafe 
amono;  our  bailors  has  been  much  more  remarkable.  For  I 
have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  phyficians  to  the  Haflar 
hofpital  near  Portfmouth,  that  their  wards,  which  ufed  to  be 
crowded  with  fcorbutic  patients,  now  do  not  receive  above 
twenty  in  the  whole  year.  And  in  this  inftance  nobody  can 
hefitate  to  attribute  the  change  to  the  attention  that  has  of 
late  years  been  paid  to  the  cleanlinefs,  ventilation,  and  diet  of 
our  navy/  It  is  probably  from  a fimilar  attention,  that  the 
0 - number 
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number  of  fevers  reported  in  the  bills  of  mortality,  ha\e  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  fifty  years  been  reduced  from  3,000  to 
2,000  annually. 

But  to  return  to  the  plague.  In  1666,  there  are  reported  to 
have  died  in  London  by  this  difeafe  1,998  ; in  the  year  follow- 
ing, 35  ; and  the  year  after  that,  14  ; fince  which  time  the 
number  has  never  exceeded  five  ; and  the  laft  year  it  is  men- 
tioned at  all  in  the  bills  is  1679  » notwithstanding  the  popu- 
lation, and  the  trade  of  London,  have  been  fo  rapidly  increas- 
ing from  that  time  to  this  f t) . 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  obferve,  that  the  plague  was 
formerly  by  no  means  confined  to  the  metropolis.  I11  1625, 
it  alfo  broke  out  at  Oxford  ; and  moreover  feized  the 
feamen  and  foldiers  on  board  the  fleet,  and  obliged  them 
to  relinquifh  the  objeft  they  were  at  that  time  engaged 

in, 

(t)  The  number  of  people  in  London  feems  never  to  have  fullered  any 

material  diminution  in  confequence  of  the  great  mortalities  which  from  time  to 

*»• 

time  took  place.  It  appears  by  the  bills  of  mortality,  that  in  two  years  after- 
wards both  the  chriftenings  and  burials,  and  we  may  fuppofe  therefore  the  inha- 
bitants of  London,  regained  their  ufual  ftandard.  For,  tl  if  there  be  encourage- 
“ ment  for  an  hundred  in  London,  that  is,  a way  how  an  hundred  may  live 
<c  better  than  in  the  country,  and  if  there  be  void  houfing  there  to  receive 
tc  them,  the  evacuating  of  a fourth,  or  a third  part  of  that  number,  muft  foon  be 
tl  fupplied  out  of  the  country ; fo  as  the  great  plague  doth  not  lefTen  the  inha- 

bitants  of  the  city,  but  of  the  country,  who  in  a fhort  time  remove  themfelves 
u hither,  fo  long,  until  the  city,  for  want  of  receipt  and  encouragement,  regur- 
w gitates  and  fends  them  back.’*  Major  Graunt’s  Obfervations. 
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in,  of  intercepting  the  Spanifti  galeons.  In  1665,  every 
town  within  twenty  miles  of  London  was  more  or  lefs 
infe&ed,  and  moft  of  the  principal  towns  in  England,  befides 
fome  parts  of  Ireland.  In  1391,  it  was  moft  feverely 
felt  in  Norfolk,  and  at  York  ; in  1643,  it  broke  out  at  the 
fiege  of  Reading  ; in  1-645,  it  was  at  Leeds;  and  in  1646, 
at  Newark,  Stafford,  and  Totnefs.  About  the  fame  time  it 
likewife  occafioned  a great  mortality  in  Ireland.  From  an 
expreflion  ufed  by  Lord  Clarendon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Re- 
bellion, one  may  form  fome  judgment  how  familiar  this 
difeafe  muft  formerly  have  been  in  Briftol.  He  is  {peaking 
of  the  reafons  which  induced  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  appoint 
certain  commiftioners  to  meet  him  at  Bridgewater  rather  than 
at  Briftol  in  April  1 645,  and  obferves  that  “ Briftol  was 
“ thought  at  too  great  a diftance  from  the  Weft,  befides  that 
“ the  plague  began  to  break  out  there  very  much  far  the 
“ time  of  year,  &c.”  Yet  we  find  this  did  not  deter  the 
prince  from  returning  thither  the  very  next  week. 

At  the  time  the  plague  was  fo  deftru&iv.e  in  England,  it 
feems  to  have  raged  with  equal  violence  in  other  parts  of 
Europe  ; and  probably  from  the  fame  caufe.  The  hiftories  of 
thofe  ages  are  full  of  the  phyfical  and  political  miferies  which 
prevailed.  And  in  proportion  as  the  nations  of  Europe  have 
become  civilized  ; and  agriculture,  with  the  arts  of  peace,  has 
been  cultivated,  this  diforder  has  gradually  difappeared. 
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In  the  fifteenth  century,  at  Bourdeaux,  “ il  regne  prefque 
“ tous  les  ans  une  maladie  peftilentielle,  qui  forca  plufieurs 
“ fois  le  parlement,  pour  fe  fouffraire  a la  contagion,  de  tenir 
46  fes  feances  dans  d’autres  lieux  de  fon  reffort  (u).”  1 he 

following  (u*)  are  all  of  them  mentioned  as  having  been 
plague  years  at  Drefden ; viz.  1504  -5,  1 5 1 1 -12,  1521, 

1535  -36>  I547>  ]563  ~64>  I571  -72>  *585  “86>  I59I  “92> 
1607,  1627  -28,  1632  -33  -34  -35  .36  -37.  In  1502  the 

difeafe  was  at  Bruffels  ; 1 5 1 1 at  Verona  ; 1 525  in  Germany  ^ 

/ 

1531  and  1534  in  France  ; 1539  m Switzerland;  1542  at 
Breflaw  ; 1550  at  Bafd ; between  1550  and  1553  it  fpread 
itfelf  fucceffively  over  almoft  all  the  habitable  world  ; 1559 
it  was  in  Holland;  1563  it  was  in  Germany,  and  again  in 
1566;  1564  in  Savoy ; 1566  and  1568  at  Milan ; 1568  at 
Paris;  1572  at  Bafil ; 1575  at  Milan;  1576  at  Venice; 
1580  at  Marfeilles  ; 1593  it  was  in  Holland  and  the  Low 
Countries  ; 1596  and  1597  in  Germany  ; 1603  it  was  again 
in  Holland,  alfo  in  1609,  and  in  the  latter  year  in  Denmark; 
1618  at  Bergen  ; 1619  in  Denmark;  1622  at  Amlferdam, 
where  it  continued  for  eight  years  ; 1623  it  was  at  Mont- 
pellier; 1625  at  Leyden,  in  Denmark,  and  in  Germany; 
1628  it  was  at  Lyons  ; 1629  and  1630  at  Montpellier;  1631 
at  Dijon  ; in  1630  it  was  befides  in  Denmark,  and  at  Chrif- 
tiana  in  Norway,  and  at  Parma,  Verona,  and  other  parts  of 

Italy  ; 

(u)  Hift.  de  la  Soc.  Roy.  de  Med.  Vol.  I.  188. 

( ***)  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  dates  of  the  plague  which  are 
here  collected,  are  none  of  them  inferted  without  fome  authority ; though  it 
feemed  unneceffary  to  multiply  the  notes  by  fo  many  diftindt  references. 
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Italy;  from  1635  to  1637  it  was  in  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
latter  year  at  Prague  ; in  1 649  more  than  200,000  perfons 
are  laid  to  have  perifhed  by  this  difeafe  in  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces of  Spain  ; 1649  and  1650  it  prevailed  at  Marfeilles  ; 
1650  it  was  alfo  in  Ireland;  1652  at  Cracow  ; 1653  in  Po- 
land, andPruftia;  1654  at  Copenhagen;  1655  at  Amfter- 
dam  ; and  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  and  the  three  fol- 
lowing, it  was  in  many  places  in  the  fouth  of  Europe  ; 1660 
it  was  in  Scotland  ; 1663  and  1664  at  Amfterdam,  and  Ham- 
burgh ; 1668  in  Flanders;  1670  in  Italy;  1679  at  Vienna ; 
1 680  at  Leipfic  ; 1684  in  Norway;  1685  at  Leghorn.  In 
1622  the  mortality  by  the  plague  at  Amfterdam  (at  that 
time  equal  to  about  one-third  of  London)  was  4,000 ; in 
1623,  6,000;  in  1624,  12,000;  in  1625,  6,800  ; in  1626, 
4,400;  in  1627,  4,000;  in  1628,  4,500.  Felix  Platerus, 
phyfician  at  Bafd,  in  Switzerland,  about  1580,  gives  an  ac- 
count of  feven  different  peftilential  fevers  which  affli&ed  that 
city  in  the  fpace  of  feventy  years.  Thomas  Bartholin  men- 
tions five  that  raged  in  Denmark  in  his  time  (1660).  And 
Foreftus  relates  that  in  his  time  (1570)  the  plague  was  fre- 
quent at  Cologn  and  Paris  ; and  refers  the  caufe  to  the  mul- 
titude of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  naftinefs  of  the  ffreets.  In 
the  life  of  Erafmus  we  read  44  ob  peftilentiam  multis  annis 
46  (Parifiis)  perpetuam,  fngulos  annos  redeundum  erat  in 
44  patriam — tandem  ubi  totum  annum  faeviret  peftis,  coadtus 
46  eft  Lovanium  commigrare.”  By  another  account  Paris  is 
faid  to  have  been  infected  eight  times  between  the  years 
1480  and  1590:  in  1607  two  hofpitals  of  referve,  St.  Louis 
1 and 
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and  St.  Anne,  were  ere&ed  on  purpofe  to  receive  patients  in 
times  of  the  plague,  or  other  great  calamities.  They  were 
opened  on  account  of  the  plague  in  1619,  1631,  1638,  1662, 
and  1668,  fince  which  that  difeafe  has  been  unknown  there. 
We  are  informed  that  about  the  fame  time  Paris  was  paved, 
and  the  ftreets  were  widened,  and  the  city  began  to  be  kept 
cleaner  (w).  To  the  fame  purpofe  it  is  faid,  in  the  Hiftoire 
de  la  Societe  Royale  de  Medecine  (annee  1786,  p.  213)  “ II 
“ fuffit  de  fe  rappeler,  a ce  fujet,  ce  grand  nombre  d’epide- 
“ mies  defaftreufes  et  peftilentielles  dont  parlent  nos  hifto- 
“ riens  des  derniers  fiecles,  et  q.ui,  n’etant  dues  qu’a  la  mal- 
*c  proprete  des  habitations  mal  iierees  et  des  rues  mal  payees, 
“ out  difparu  quand  le  gouvernement  a confidere  que  ces 
“ objets  ne  devoient  pas  echapper  a fes  regards,  et  meritoient 
“ une  part  a fa  folicitude.”  In  another  place  we  read  that 
the  city  of  Thouloufe  “ morbis  malignis  faepe  vexabatur  : fed 
“ tandem  (A.  D.  1757)  dilatatis  urbis  plateis  et  compitis, 
il  purgatis  quotannis  ilercoribus,.  liberoque  aeri  traniitu  con- 
“ ceflo,  a contagio  libera  evafit  urbs  (x)”  Of  the  condition 
of  theie  two  cities  formerly,  we  may  form  fome  judgment 
by  the  following  quotation  from  Diemerbroeck  : “ FaetidifTi- 
“ mam  platearum,  cloacarum,  et  fterquilinionum  illuviem, 
“ ad  multorum  morborum,  et  imprimis  malignarum  febrium 
“ indu&ionem,  ac  pefhferi  contagii  propagationem,  pluri- 
4t  mum  facere,  docet  experientia  : ficut  de  Parifiorum  urbe 

44  teftatur 

(w)  Rapport  des  Commiffaires  charges  par  l’Academie  de  Texamen  du 
projet  d’un  nouvel  Hotel-Dieu.  1786. 

(x)  Linnsei  Amsenitates,  VoL  IV, 
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“ teftatur  Palmarius,  et  Quercetanus  de  urbe  Tholofana.” 
Likewife  of  Marfeilles,  at  the  time  of  the  lad:  plague,  we  are 
told,  44  la  ville  de  Marfeille  eft  fort  peuplee,  & fort  refferree  ; 
“ les  maifoiis  y font  fort  petites,  &c.  & c.  (y ). 

Indeed  mod:  towns  of  any  antiquity  retain  fome  traces  of 
the  fame  kind.  44  The  mod:  ancient  part  of  Madrid  is  neared: 
44  to  the  river  Manzanares,  with  narrow  and  contracted 
44  ftreets,  crooked  lanes,  and  blind  allies,  like  thofe  ftill 
44  vidble  in  London,  but  more  efpecially  in  Paris,  where  no 
44  extendve  conflagration  hath  confumed  the  rude  monuments 
“ of  art  erected  by  the  remote  progenitors  who  inhabited  the 
46  infant  city  (y  *)”  Some  cities  of  Europe,  which  from  na- 
tural or  political  caufes  have  been  backward  in  adopting  the 
improvements  of  modern  times,  yet  continue  to  exhibit  a 
more  lively  picture  of  former  manners.  64  Till  within  the 
44  lafl:  two  years  Cracow  was  not  wholly  paved  ; and  no- 
44  thing  can  be  fo  execrable  as  the  prefent  paving,  which 
44  fcarcely  deferves  the  name.  There  is  not  a Angle  lamp 
44  in  the  place.  No  precautions  areufed  to  cleanfe  the  ftreets  ; 
44  which  of  courfe  become  infectious  in  fummer,  and  almoft 
44  impaflable  in  winter  ( aa J” 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  this  difeafe  has  worn  itfelf  out, 
as  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe  with  fome  others.  For  it 

continues 

(y)  Traite  de  la  Pefte.  (y*)  Townfend’s  Spain. 

(aa)  Wraxall’s  Memoirs  of  the  Courts  of  Berlin,  Drefden,  Warfaw,  and 
Vienna,  in  the  years  1777,  1778)  and  1779, 
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continues  ftill  in  Turkey  at  leaf!;  as  frequent  as  at  any  former 
period ; and  even  in  the  eighteenth  century  has  been  feverelv 
felt  in  Poland,  Hungary,  and  Pruftia,  between  1702  and 
1709;  in  Germany,  Livonia,  and  Sweden,  1710;  in  Hol- 
land, 1711  ; at  Vienna,  1712,  1713,  1714;  at  Hamburgh 
alfo,  1714  ; in  the  South  of  France,  1720;  in  Sicily,  1743  ; 
in  Hungary,  1756;  in  Denmark,  1764;  in  Ruffia,  1771  ; 
and  perhaps  at  Cadiz,  1800 

It  is  obfervable,  that  at  it’s  fir  ft  breaking  out,  the  difeafe  has 
never  been  known  to  be  the  plague.  It  has,  moreover,  very 
generally  been  preceded  by  a fevere  putrid  fever.  This  at 
leaft  we  know  to  have  been  the  cafe  at  Nimeguen  (z)  in 
1635,  in  London  (a)  1665,  at  Marfeilles  (b)  1 720,  in  Hol- 
ftein  (c)  1764,  at  Mofcow  ( d)  1771.  46  Les  medicins  de 

“ Livourne  confultes  fur  la  nature  de  la  maladie  qui  defolait 

“ l’equipage 

* I know  not  how  far  fome  epidemical  fevers  of  America  deferve  to  be  ranked 
under  this  head.  Such  have  been  defcribed  in  Philadelphia  1699,  174-1,  1747, 
1762  ; in  Virginia  1737,  1741,  and  1778  ; four  different  times  at  Charleftown 
in  .South  Carolina,  viz.  1732,  1739,  1745,  1748;  in  New  York  1791;  in 
Philadelphia  1793;  in  Baltimore  17945  at  Norfolk  in  Virginia  1795  ; in  New 
York  1795,  1796,  and  1798;  and  the  latter  year  likewife  very  feverely  in  Phi- 
ladelphia ; and  again  in  Baltimore  1800.  The  mortality,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  appears  in  fome  inftances  to  have  equalled  what  the 
fevereft  plagues  have  occafioned  in  Europe;  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  the 
fame  want  of  attention  to  cleanlincfs,  and  pure  air,  may  have  been  a principal 
caufe  of  both  difeafes.  See  A Jhort  Account  of  the  Plague  in  Philadelphia , by 
M.  Carey , 1794.  Alfo  Weld* s Travels  in  America. 

(z)  Diemerbroeck.  (a)  Sydenham. 

(b)  Traits*  de  la  Pefle.  (c)  Waldfchmidt,  (d)  Mertcns. 
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u 1’ equipage  du  vaidean  auquel  on  attribua  la  naidance  de  la 
“ pede  de  Marfeille,  le  regarderent  unanimement  comme  une 
“ limple  fievre  maligne  fej.  Of  this  preceding  fever  at  Mar- 
fellies  it  is  laid,  “ on  obferva  dans  le  cours  de  ces  fievres,  des, 
“ bubons,  des  charbons,  des  parotides  : des  morts  fubites 
“ avoient  deja  annonce  quelque  changement  dngulier  dans  les 
“ corps,  ou  dans  les  faifons.”  Waldfchmidt,  who  had  before 
obferved,  “ folent  plerumque  pedis  contagium  praecedere 
“ morbi  alii,  febres  mali  moris,  et  pedilentiales,”  tells  us, 
thefe  difeafes  then  deferve  the  name  of  plague,  “ quando 
“ plures  communi  aura  et  mutuo  commercio  fruentes  limul 
u aegrotant,  & plerique  moriuntur  : quod  fi  accedant  fumma 
u virium  prodratio,  bubones,  carbunculi,  vibices,  petechiae, 
41  tunc  demum  certi  ede  podumus  de  luis  pr^efentia.”  Die- 
merbroeck,  among  the  dgns  which  frequently  precede  the 
plague,  enumerates  “ morbi  epidemii  mali  moris,  dyfenteriae 
46  valde  malign  re  et  contagiofae,  et  imprimis  febres  putridae 
u malignifdmre,  et  purpuratae,  plurimifque  lethales.”  He 
moreover  mentions  particularly  the  gradual  progrefs  of  thefe 
fevers  into  the  true  plague  y “ prredi&a  febris  pedilens,  in- 
“ dies  majora  incrementa  fumens,  magis  magifque  in  pejus 
44  mutabatur,  donee  tandem  in  apertiffimam  pedem  tranfiret.’* 
In  like  manner  Morton,  fpeaking  of  the  poifon  that  pro- 
duced  the  remittent  fever,  which  he  deferibes  to  have  been 
prevalent  in  London  for  fome  years  previous  to  16 65,  fays, 
46  Venenum  fefe  recolligens,  et  minim  in  modum  audtum, 
“ hanc  awext  in  pedem  funediffimam  et  dirifdmam  inopi- 

“ nato 

(e)  Preface  to  Mem.  de  la  Soc.  Roy.  de  Medicine. 
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« nato  mutavit.”  And  as  the  plague  originally  blazes  forth 
from  the  embers  of  malignant  difeafes  ; fo  at  it’s  termination 
it  feems  again  to  fubfide  into  them.  “ Febres  qua;  anno  poll 
“ graviorem  peftem  uno  aut  altero  paffim  graffantur,  pefti- 
« lentes  elfe  folent ; et  licet  aliquibus  verae  pedis  notis  del- 
“ titutre,  tamen  ejufdem  naturam  ac  indolem  quam  pluri- 
“ mum  referunt,  nec  non  confimilem  medendi  rationem  fibi 
46  yindicant  ffj”  Sir  John  Pringle  has  likewife  related, 
upon  the  authority  of  Dr.  Mackenzie,  who  refided  thirty 
years  at  Conftantinople,  that  the  annual  peftilential  fever  of 
that  place,  which  very  much  refembles  that  of  our  jails  and 

crowded  hofpitals,  is  only  called  the  plague  when  attended 

* 

with  buboes  and  carbuncles  (g).  In  Syria  alfo  in  the  winter, 
and  early  in  the  fpring,  the  charafleriftic  eruptions  are  often 
wanting  (h)*  At  Mofcow,  a putrid  fever  had  been  epidemic 
for  three  years  preceding  the  plague ; but  as  foon  as  the 
plague  broke  out,  the  fever  ceafed  ( i)  : which  is  agreeable 
to  the  obfervations  made  at  all  times  upon  this  difeafe. 

It  is  from  confideratioris  like  thefe,  and  from  the  fmilarity 
of  the  circumftances  under  which  both  difeafes  are  found  to 
prevail,  that  the  plague  has  been  thought  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a high  degree  of  putrid  fever.  Sydenham  himfelf, 
{peaking  of  the  “ febris  maligna  ” which  ulhered  in  the 
plague  of  1 665,  fays,  “ Cum  ipfilfima  pefte  {pecie  convenit, 
“ nec  ab  ea  nifi  ob  gradum  remiffiorem  difcriminatur.”  In 

the 


(f)  Sydenham. 

(h)  Rull'el  on  the  Plague. 


(g)  Army  Difeafes. 
(ij  Mertens. 
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the  fame  manner  Rothman,  in  his  account  of  the  plague  at 
Stockholm  in  1710,  obferves,  44  Febris  ardentis  (/.  e.  malignae) 
V naturam  et  proprietates  rite  qui  noverit,  huic  et  ipfa  peftis, 
44  utpote  gradn  tantum  ab  hac  differens,  ignota  non  erit.” 
And  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  how,  according  to  the  bills  of 
mortality,  the  article  of  fever  in  general,  but  efpecially  the 
Spotted  fever,  always  increafed  and  decreafed  along  with  the 
plague.  Of  the  latter  there  never  died  more  than  four  in  a 
week  before  the  plague  began  ; but  afterwards  the  number 
frequently  exceeded  an  hundred : nor  was  this  by  any 

means  peculiar  to  London.  Diemerbroeck  relates  the  fame 
of  the  plague  in  the  Netherlands ; and  Gockelius  is  quoted 
by  Dr.  Browne  as  obferving,  that  fome  foldiers,  returning 
from  Hungary  in  1665,  fpread  the  infe&ion  of  the  plague 
about  Ulm  and  Augfburg,  where  he  then  lived,  64  and  belides 
44  the  plague,  they  brought  along  with  them  the  Hungarian 
44  and  other  malignant  fevers,  which  diffufed  themlelves 
44  around  the  neighbourhood,  whereof  many  died.”  And 
more  particularly  Beerwinckel,  who  was  a phylician  at  Ham- 
burg during  the  plague  in  the  year  1714,  u Saspiffime  in  cura 
44  peftis  obfervavimus  febres  petechiales  in  peftem,  atque 
44  hanc  in  illas  tandem  degeneraffe  ; & fi  bubones  retrocefle- 
44  rint,  febrem  petechialem  fere  ordinarie  ortam  fuilfe.  Hinc 
44  colligo,  materiam  bubonum  et  harum  petechiarum,  fi  non 
44  unam  eandemque,  parum  tamen  differentem  fuilfe.” 
There  is  reafon  therefore  to  fufpedt  either  that  this  fever 
mufh  have  been  the  fame  with  the  true  plague,  or  that  the 
plague  often  palfed  under  the  name  of  malignant  fever. 

M.  Defgenettes, 
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M.  Defgenettes,  the  principal  phyfician  who  "attended  Bona- 
parte’s army  in  the  late  expedition  to  Egypt,  fays  of  the 
plague,  “ Qu’il  n’a  pu,  malgre  les  renfeignements  nombreux 
qu’il  a chcrches,  en  chtenir  une  hifloire  fatisfaifante  ; il 
s’eft  auffi  apper^u  qne  Ton  confond  generalement  dans  le 
pays  toutes  les  fievres  peftilentielles,  qui  font  tres  varices* 
“ et  forment  un  genre,  avec  la  pefle  proprement  dite, 
“ qui  eft  une  eipece  bien  circonfpecfe  (j)”  The  difference 
between  them  feems  to  confift  in  this  ; that  the  one  is 
more  infe&ious,  is  generally  attended  with  buboes  and 
carbuncles,  is  quicker  in  it’s  progrefs,  and  is  more  fre- 
quently fatal.  But  it  muff  be  obferved,  that  this  diftin6tion  is 
applicable  only  to  the  general  courfe  of  each  difeafe,  not  to 
particular  cafes  ; for  there  ftand  recorded  inftances  of  other 
fevers  which  have  feemed  even  in  thefe  refpects  to  fall  little 
fhort  of  the  true  plague.  Diemerbroeck  confefles  there  is  no 
pathognomonic  fign  of  the  plague  ; for  that  buboes  and 
plague  fores,  which  have  by  fome  been  confidered  as  fuch,  are 
fometimes  met  with  in  other  difeafes,  and  are  at  other  times 
wanting  in  this.  Accordingly  his  defcription  of  the  “ figna 
“ & fymptomata  peftem  comitantia,”  is  agreeable  to  what 
we  are  yet  well  acquainted  with  in  the  jail  fever.  Beer- 
winckel  defcribes  the  appearance  of  the  plague  at  Hamburgh 
in  1714  in  the  fame  manner;  vet  that  this  difeafe  was  the 
true  plague,  is  very  evident  from  the  defcription  he  after- 
wards gives  ot  the  buboes,  and  carbuncles,  and  other  tokens. 
Rothman,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  plague  at  Stockholm  in  1710. 


(j)  Mem.  fur  PEgypte, 
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again  confirms  ^;he  fame  account,  and  concludes  44  dari  autem 
“ revera  peftem  fine  bubone,  carbunculo,  macula,  &c.  non 
44  eft  quod  quis  dubitet.”  In  Jofeph  Browne’s  Treatife  of  the- 
plague  are  likewile  enumerated  44  the  fpecial  figns  of  perfons 
44  infedted  with  the  plague  according  to  Ludovicus  Gardinius 
44  and  Eberhardus  Gockelius  which  contain  nothing  more 
than  is  common  to  all  putrid  fevers  : there  is  even  no  men- 
tion made  of  buboes  or.  carbuncles,  till  you  come  to  the  fuc- 
ceeding  chapter  upon  44  the  figns  after  death.”  Of  the  great 
plague  in  London  it  was  faid,  44  the  pradlitioners  in  phyfic 
44  ftand  amazed  to  meet  with  fo  many  various  fymptoms 
44  which  they  find  among  their  patients ; one  week  the  ge- 
44  neral  diftempers  are  blotches  and  boils  ; the  next  week  as 
44  clean  fkinned  as  may  be  ; but  death  fpares  neither  : one 
44  week  full  of  ipots  and  tokens,  and  perhaps  the  fucceeding 
44  bill  none  at  all  ( k ).” 

In  the  direclions  publifhed  by  the  College  of  Phyficians 
refpedling  the  plague  of  1665,  the  following  defcription  is 
given  of  the  different  eruptions,  which  ufed  to  diftinguifh  the 
difeafe  at  that  time  : 

<£  Diredfions  for  the  Searchers.. 

% 

“ 1.  They  are  to  take  notice  whether  there  be  any 
“ fwellings,  rifings,  or  botch,  under  the  ear,  about  the  neck 

on  either  fide,  or  under  the  armpits  of  either  fide,  or  the 

44  groins  ; 

(£)  Extra#  of  a Letter  from  John  Tillifon,  Sept.  14,  1665,  to  Dr.  Sancroft|: 
preferved  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  Vol.  3785. 
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<c  groins ; and  of  it’s  hardnefs,  and  whether  broken,  or  un* 

O * 7 r 

“ broken. 

“ 2.  Whether  there  be  any  blains,  which  may  arife  in 
“ any  part  of  the  body  in  the  form  of  a blifter,  much  bigger 
“ than  the  fmall  pox,  of  a draw  colour,  or  livid  colour, 
“ which  latter  is  the  worfer  : either  of  them  hath  a reddifh 
“ circuit  fomething  fwollen  round  about  it,  which  circuit 
“ remains  after  the  blifber  is  broken,  encompaffing  the 
“ fore. 

“ 3.  Whether  there  be  any  carbuncle,  which  is  fbme- 
“ thing  like  the  blain,  but  more  fiery  and  corrofive,  eafily 
54  eating  deep  into  the  flefh,  and  fometimes  having  a black 
“ cruft  upon  it,  but  always  encompaffed  about  with  a fiery 
“ red,  or  livid,  flat  and  hard  tumour,  about  a finger  breadth 
“ more  or  lefs  : this  and  the  blain  may  appear  in  any  part  of 
“ the  body. 

“ 4.  Whether  there  be  any  tokens,  which  are  fpots 
u arifing  upon  the  fkin,  chiefly  about  the  breaft  and  back, 
46  but  fometimes  alfo  in  other  parts  : their  colour  is  fome^ 
“ thing  various,  fometimes  more  reddifh,  fometimes  inclining 
“ a little  toward  a faint  blue ; and  fometimes  brownifh 
“ mixed  with  blue  ; the  red  ones  have  often  a purple  circle 
44  about  them,  the  brownifh  a reddifh.” 


On  the  other  nand,  Morton,  who  mufl  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  both  difeafes,  fays  of  the  common  autumnal 
fevers,  “ nonnunquam  in  primo  infultu  malign®  extiterunt. 
“ parotidibus,  bubonibus,  authracibus,  cceterifque 

N 2 “ tatis 


ii, 


( 92  ) 


44  tatis  indiciis  notata?.”  He  afterwards  didinguifhes  tkefe 
from  the  plague,  by  their  not  being  fo  readily  propagated  by 
contagion.  Dr.  Mead  obferved  of  thofe  who  with  difficulty 
efcaped  from  fome  of  the  word  forts  of  the  fmall  pox,  44  hi 
44  omnes,  quod  memorabile  eft,  lub  finem  morbi  grave  aliquid 
44  paffi  funt ; nam  aut  furunculis  frequentibus  in  corpore 
44  obortis,  aut  tumoribus  in  glandulis  fub  auribus  et  axillis 
44  qui  rcgre  fuppurarent,  excruciabantur and  Dr.  Freind/ 
(peaking  of  a bad  fever  which  fpread  on  board  the  fleet 
in  the  year  1705,  fays,  44  in  perpaucis  parotides,  aut  abfcef- 
44  fus  circa  inquen  'orti  morbum  folverunt  ( kk ).”  Sir  John 
Pringle  likewife  takes  notice,  that  when  the  courfe  of  the 
jail  fever  is  long,  it  fometimes  terminates  in  fuppurations 
of  the  parotid.  44  I remember,”  fays  he,  44  one  indance  of  a 
44  fwelling  of  this  kind  on  both  fides,  without  any  previous 
44  indifpofition,  when  the  perfon  not  fufpe&ing  the  caufe,  and 
44  applying  difcutient  cataplafms,  was,  upon  the  tumour’s  fub- 
44  tiding,  feized  with  the  hofpital  fever,  which  was  then  fre- 
44  quent.”  Dr.  Lind  alfo  obferves,  44  We  have,  though  but 

44  rarely,  feen  in  very  violent  infections  a fwelling  of  the  pa- 

/ 

44  rotid  glands,  which  for  the  mod  part  was  unattended  with 
44  a fever  ; notwithffanding  that,  fuch  as  were  in  this 
44  manner  feized,  commonly  died.”  He  adds,  44 1 had  reafon 
44  to  fee  at  Wmcheder  many  of  the  French  prifoners,  who 
44  were  mfeCfed  with  a fever  of  a very  malignant  kind,  at- 
44  tended  with  buboes  in  the  groin  and  armpits,  and  other 
44  pedilential  fymptoms.”  Dr.  Donald  Monro  likewife  met 

with 
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with  many  examples  of  parotids  towards  the  decline  of  the 
malignant  fever,  and  in  three  patients  faw  critical  fwellings 
of  the  groin  (l).  But  a more  finking  example  than  any  of 
thefe  is  related  by  Sir  John  Pringle,  which  indeed  fhews 
that  the  jail  fever  under  circumflances  favourable  to  it’s  pro- 
grefs,  may  vie  with  the  plague  itlelf  in  contagion  and  ma- 
lignity. 44  The  fick  from  the  army  hofpitals  being  ordered 
44  to  remove  from  Germany  to  Flanders,  they  were  em- 
44  barked  in  bilanders,  to  be  carried  to  Ghent.  During  the 
44  voyage  the  fever  having  acquired  new  force  by  the  con- 
44  finement  of  the  air,  by  the  mortifications,  and  other  putrid 
44  effluvia,  it  became  fo  virulent,  that  above  half  the  number 
44  died  in  the  boats,  and  many  of  the  remainder  foon  after 
46  their  arrival.  It’s  refemblance  to  the  plague  was  further 
46  evinced  by  this  memorable  incident : a parcel  of  old  tents 
44  being  fent  on  board  the  fame  bilanders  with  the  men, 
44  were  ufed  by  them  for  bedding  : thefe  tents,  in  order  to 
44  be  refitted,  were  put  into  the  hands  of  a tradefman  at 
44  Ghent,  who  having  employed  twenty-three  Flemiffl  jour- 
44  neymen  about  the  work,  loft  feventeen  of  them  by  the  dif- 
44  temper,  though  they  had  no  other  communication  with 
44  the  infedted.” 

In  many  reflects  then  there  mufl  be  allowed  to  fubfifl  a 
flrong  refemblance  between  thefe  difeafes.  The  authors  of 
the  cTraite  de  la  Pejle  declare,  44  Nous  pouvons  meme  avancer 
44  hardiment,  qu’on  y reconnaitra  facilement  le  caradtere  des 

44  fie v res-. 


(1)  Monro’s  Military  Hofpital. 


( 94  ) 


Fievres  malignes  les  plus  ordinaires ; du  moins  leur  rapi- 
“ dite  & quelques  accidens  feront  les  feules  chofes  qui  diftin- 
“ gueront  ces  fievres  de  la  pefte.”  Their  affinity  may  per- 
haps be  compared  to  that  which  a common  ague  bears  to  the 
remittent  fever.  And  if  an  accumulation  of  the  caufes  of 
putrid  fevers  cannot  produce  a plague  ; at  leaf!  it  feems  ca- 
pable of  producing  a predifpofition  to  it,  where  the  leaven  of 
the  plague,  however  introduced,  prefently  exalts  the  reign- 
ing fever  into  it’s  own  nature  ; iuperadding  it’s  proper  cha- 
radteriftic  fymptoms  to  fuch  as  are  common  to  both  difeafes. 
Conformably  to  this  notion,  Diemerbroeck  takes  notice,  “ Si 
“ quifquam  alio  quodam  morbo  corriperetur,  intra  viginti 
“ quatuor  horas  peftis  illi  morbo  adjungebatur,  ita  ut  toto 
“ anno  vix  ullus  morbus  pefte  incomitatus  vifus  fuerit.”  We 
have  aflurances  that  fome  complaints  have  in  this  manner 
been  engrafted  as  it  were  upon  the  ftock  of  previous  difeafes. 

In  autumn  1757,  feveral  fokliers  were  brought  into  the 
“ hofpital  at  Portfmouth  with  a diforder  compounded  of  the 
“ autumnal  and  jail  fever  : for  when  thole  men,  upon  being 
“ feized  with  the  common  fever  of  the  feafon,  were  con- 
“ fined  to  the  holds  of  the  crowded  tranfports,  their  diftemper 
“ aftumed  that  form  ( m )”  So  upon  admitting  into  an  hof- 
pital one  perfon  with  a flux,  feveral  other  patients  in  the 
fame  ward  have  had  this  fymptom  added  to  their  other 
complaints  (n).  And  Dr.  Blane  has  obferved  generally,  that, 
fuppofing  a Chip’s  company  be  predifpofed  to  acute  diftem- 
pers,  and  one  man  or  more  ill  of  a dvfentery  be  brought  on 

board, 

(n)  Lind  on  Fever  and  Infection. 
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board,  this  will  become  the  prevailing  difeafe  (o).  Syden- 
ham’s works  abound  with  inftances  of  the  fame  kind  : as, 
where  he  is  fpeaking  of  an  epidemical  cough,  “ Veruntamen 

44  qualifcunque  fuerit  febris  ftationaria,  qure  ilium  annum 

# 

“ funeflat,  atque  per  id  temporis  dominatur,  nova  hasc  febris 
“ jftatim  in  ejus  nomen  ac  familiam  adoptatur,  ejufdem 
“ ubique  genio  obfequens,  licet  fymptomata  quaedam  adhuc 
“ retineat,  a tuff,  quam  habuit  parentem,  pendentia.” 

We  have  fhewn  then,  that  the  flreets  of  London  were 

\ 

formerly  very  clofe,  and  dirty,  and  the  houfes  within  very 
flovenly  : we  have  fhewn  alfo  in  a former  part  of  this 
effay  (p),  that  the  inhabitants  lived  crowded  together,  pro- 
bably not  lefs  than  twice  as  many  in  the  fame  fpaqe  they 
occupy  at  prefent.  By  pointing  out  the  difeafes  which  pre- 
vailed in  thofe  times,  we  have  fhewn  what  influence  this 
ffate  of  things  appears  to  have  had  upon  the  health  of  the. 
people ; and  how  the  effe6f,  and  the  caufe,  have  declined  to- 
gether: we  have  fhewn  from  the  teffimony  of  eye-wdtneffes. 
how  nearly  the  plague  is  allied  to  thefe  other  difeafes  ; how- 
common  it  was  at  the  fame  time  with  them ; and  how  it 
has  alfo  difappeared  with  them  :•  we  have  fhewm  moreover, 
that  the  prefence  of  infe&ious  matter  is  not  alone  fufficient  to 
make  the  difeafe  epidemical  ; but  that  fome  concurrent  flate 
of  the  air,  and  of  the  human  body,  is  likewife  necefTary.  I 
flatter  myfelf  therefore  we  fhall  be  juffified  in  drawbng  this 
conclufion  ; that  our  long  exemption  from  the  plague,  is  not 

fo 


( o ) Difeafes  of  Seamen. 
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fo  much  to  be  attributed  to  any  accidental  abfence  of  its 
exciting  caufes,  as  to  our  own  change  of  manners,  our  love 
of  cleanlinefs,  and  ventilation,  which  have  produced  amongfl 
us,  I do  not  fay  an  incapability,  but  a great  unaptnefs,  any 
longer  to  receive  it. 


Printed  by  Luke  Hanfard, 

Great  Turnftile,  Lincoln’ s-Inn  Fields, 
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